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FOREWORD 


The publication of this book brings a forceful and 
forthright presentation of Christian Doctrine to be ap¬ 
preciated by the general student. Having used these out¬ 
lines in their earlier form to great advantage in establish¬ 
ing the new convert, I look forward to a continued use 
of this more detailed and elaborate treatment. Drawing 
from many years of research and classroom presentation, 
Mr. Sizemore has put together a concise, coherent, and 
perceptive work. His explanations, illustrations, and 
printed texts, enhances the clarity of context and makes 
more pleasant the study of Christian Doctrine. This treat¬ 
ment will be of mutual advantage to both teacher and 
student. 


Ragon T. Flannery 
Administrative Director 

Church of Christ Building 
and Loan Fund, Inc. 
Southern California 
Evangelistic Association 
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LESSONS IN CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE 


Lesson One 
GOD 


I. Evidence for God’* existence: 

A. Bible rev eals it. 

B. Reason teaches it. 

G Supreme intelligence ind ic a tes H- 

D. Nature proves it. 

E. Intuition requires it. 

II. Names for God. 

III. The Nature of God: 

A. His unit y one God. 

B. His holiness. 

G His lore. 

D. HI* mercy. 

E. His powers—omnipotence. 

F. His wisdom—omniscience. 

G. His omnipresence. 

H. HU faithfulness. 

IV. Knowing and Obeying God. 


Is there a God? If so, what ia He like? Does he care about 
us? What does He require of us? These are questions that all 
men must face. The answer to these will determine the di¬ 
rection and goal of each life. 



GOD 


L EVIDENCE FOR GOD’S EXISTENCE 

A. The Bible does not attempt to prove the existence of 
God. The first statement is: "In the beginning God . . . (Gen. 
1:1) It assumes it as a fact and asserts that “The fool hath 
said in his heart, ‘There is no God’.” (Psa. 14:1) The Bible 
states that only a fool, ingnorant of the facts would deny 
God, and then not openly, but secretly in his heart The Bible 
is written on the premise that the evidence for God is so 
strong that no informed person would deny His existence. 

However, to those who will not accept the Bible teaching 
concerning God, it becomes necessary to examine added proof 
for His existence. A few evidences will suffice: 

B. Reason teaches it. The law of cause and effect re¬ 
quires that back of every effect there, must be a cause. The 
world is the effect. What is the cause? Did the world and this 
universe come into being by chance? Did nothing produce 
something? Or is there a master mind, which we call God, 
back of it? Reason would teach the latter. The Bible agrees: 
“For every house is builded by some man; but he that built 
all things is God.” (Heb.3:4) 

C. Supreme intelligence. When we see a great house, we 

know there was a wise architect. When we hear a beautiful 
song, we know there was a composer. When we look at this 
earth, we know there was a creator. The earth is said to 
weigh about 6,570,000,000,000,000,000,000 (6 Sextillion, 

570 quintillion) tons. Its dimensions: 8,000 miles in diameter 
and 25,000 miles in circumference. Yet the earth is more 
accurate in its movements than the finest and most delicate 
watch. The earth travels over 292,000,000 miles in a year’s 
time as it circles the sun. Yet it does not vary in the length 
of time it takes for each trip by as much as one second! If 
it were to vary one-half a second it would make scientific 
headlines around the world. It has done this for thousands 
of years! How can this be explained? A wise and powerful 
God is the most sensible answer. 

D. Nature proves it. The Psalmist declared: "The heavens 
declare the glory of God, and the firmament showeth His 
handiwork." (Psalm 19:1). Paul, in Romans 1:20, adds "For 
the invisible things of him from the creation of the world 
are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are 
made, -even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are 
without excuse.” As we look at the world about us we can be 
assured there is a God, and that He is powerful and wise. 
People who reject this evidence are without excuse for their 

disbelief. Someone has written, “If the word ‘God’ were 
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written upon every blowing leaf, embossed on every passing 
cloud, engraved on every granite rock, the inductive evidence 
that God is in the world would be no stronger than it is. 
When the human intellect thinks in terms of finality with 
The world as its premise, the ‘therefore’ of every syllogism 
will be ‘God’. The universe is a big advertising poster spelling 
‘God’.” 

E. Intuition requires it. Man intuitively recognizes a 
higher being and desires to worship it. This is true of the 
most pagan tribes. Paul found this to be true in Athens (Acts 
17:23) among the pagan idol worshippers. Where did man 
obtain this knowledge and concept of a divine being? The 
animals do not have it. The fact that man alone in all creation 
is a religious being is evidence that this knowledge was placed 
within him by his designer, God. The atheist is unable to 
explain it otherwise. 

This skeptical age is rejecting God while wading through 
an ocean of evidence for Him. It reminds one of the poem by 
Minot J. Savage: 

“Oh, where is the sea?” the fishes cried, 

As they swam the crystal clearness through, 

“We've heard from old of the ocean’s tide, 

And we long to look on the waters blue. 

The wise ones speak of-the infinite sea; 

Oh, who can tell us if such there beP’ 

n. NAMES FOR GOD 

The most common name for God in the Old Testament 
is “Jehovah.” This means the “self-existent one.” The question 
is often asked, “Where did God come from?” The answer is 
that He didn’t come from anywhere or anyone. He exists 
within Himself and always has. With our limitations we find 
this hard to grasp, but this is one indication that God is 
unlimited. When Moses asked God for His name in Exodus 
3:14. He said, "Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, 
i am hath sent me unto you.” This is another way of saying 
Jehovah—“the existing one." This name clearly implies that 
God is eternal, (Psalm 90:2). 

The name “elohim” is applied to God in Gen. 1:1 and 
elsewhere in the Old Testament. This means “The strong one.” 
This refers to His omnipotent "all-powerful” nature. This is 
especially used in connection with creation. 

“Adon”—meaning “Lord, Master” is often applied to 
God in the Bible. This indicates His authority over man as 
well as all creation. 
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GOD 


NATURE OF GOD 

Physical creation can tell us there is a God. But it remains 
for the Bible—God’s revelation of Himself to tell us what 
God is like in His person. We list a few of His many attributes. 

A. His unity—One God. There is but one God. (Duet 
6:4) “Hear, 0 Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord.” The 
American Standard Version more accurately translates it: 
“Jehovah our God is one Jehovah.” Yet there are three persons 
in the Godhead—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
The term "God” is applied io each of these. (I Cor. 8:6; John 
1:1; Acts 5:3-4). The term "God” is u?'d here as an expression 
of deity rather than as a proper name. 

This idea of three persons but one God did not seem to 
disturb the writers of the New Testament. They apparently 
accepted it by faith realizing the inability of Finite man 
to fully understand the nature of an infinite God. In some 
respects man is triune like God. Paul describes man as “spirit 
and soul and body.” (I Thess. 5:23) Man is a spirit with a 
soul and lives in a body. Yet he considers himself as one. 
This however is not fully understood by any one. If man 
cannot understand his own nature he should not be surprised 
at not understanding the nature of God. We accept Him 
by faith as we do the majority of things in this world. 

B. His Holiness. This is one of the greatest distinctions 
between the one true God and gods created by man. The 
gods that men create are sinful and weak like their creators. 
A study of Greek Mythology which narrates the sinful natures 
of the gods on Mt. Olympus will confirm this. Presumably 
when man creates a god, he does not create one who will 
condemn him for his sins. 

This is not true of Jehovah. While Israel was surrounded 
by pagan gods of unholy natures, Jehovah thunders from 
Mount Sinai "Ye shall be holy: for I the Lord your God 
am holy.” (Lev. 19:2) The prophet Isaiah saw in the temple 
a vision of the Lord with the seraphims crying one to another, 
“Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is 
full of his glory.” (Isa. 6:3) The first petition for God in 
the Model Prayer is “Hallowed be thy name.” (Matt. 6:9) 

It is the holiness of God that causes him to hate every¬ 
thing that is sinful and evil, and love everything that is pure, 
and good, and holy. The Psalmist sang to God, “Thou hatest 
all workers of iniquity.” (Psa. 5:5) It is God’s perfect holi¬ 
ness that makes it impossible for Him to be tempted by evil, 
much less to sin. (James 1:18) 
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A woman dressed in a white satin dress abhors dirt 
much more than a ditch digger does. The cleaner one becomes 
in soul, the more he detests sin. Since God is completely 
holy. He has a burning hatred of all evil. The destruction 
of the world by the flood, and the final destruction of the 
earth by fire are expressions of God's attitude toward sin 
because of His holiness. 

The term "saint” in the New Testament means a "holy 
one" or one living a holy life. Every child of God who is 
living a holy life is a saint. As children of a holy God we 
are caled upon to live like Him. "... as children of obedience, 
not fashioning yourselves according to your former lusts 
in the time of your ignorance: but like as he who called 
you is holy, be ye yourselves also holy in all manner of living; 
because it is written. Ye shall be holy; for I am holy." (I Peter 
1:14-16 asv) 

C. His Love. This is the supreme attribute of God. “He 
that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.” (I John 
4:8) Love comes nearer than any other characteristic to 
describing the nature of God. (cf. Isa. 63:7-9) Love is the 
matchless motive that sent Jesus to save lost humanity. (Jn. 
3:16) 

The love of God is seen first in His sending Christ to 
earth to save man. (I John 4:9-10) His love is also seen 
in His adopting into the family of God those who obey the 
Gospel. (I Jn. 3:1) His love is superior to any love man 
might have. (Romans 5:6-8) 

We see God’s love in His providential care of all men 
and especially His care for the redeemed. (Matthew 5:44-48; 
Romans 8:28). 

His repeated forgiveness of our sins comes from His 
love. King Hezekiah said. “But thou hast in love to my soul 
delivered it from the pit of corruption: for thou hast cast 
all my sins behind thy back.” (Isaiah 38:17). 

God's love for us begets in us love for Him. “We love 
him, because he first loved us." (I John 4:19). Hi9 love also 
motivates us to love one another. "Beloved, if God so loved 
us, we ought to love one another.” (I John 4:11; cf. John 
14:15). 

D. His Mercy. God’s love is the basis of His mercy 
as seen in John 3:16. Paul further stated: “But God, who is 
rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 
even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together 
with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) and hath raised us 
up together and made us sit together in heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus: that in the ages to come he might shew the 
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GOD 

exceeding 1 riche9 of his grace in his kindness toward us through 
Christ Jesus.” (Eph. 2:4-7). 

Three great words are closely associated in the Bible: 
Love, mercy, and grace, love is the basis of His MERCY, 
and God extends grace (unmerited favor) because He is 
merciful. 

The greatest expression of God's love, mercy, and grace 
was when Jesus came to atone for our sins. “Herein is love, 
not that we love God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son 
to be the propitiation (the atoning sacrifice) for our sins." 
(I John 4:10). God could have let us die in our sins and 
He would have been just in doing it. But God chose to be 
merciful and save us even though we in no way deserved it. 

God shows His mercy daily, when He answers our re¬ 
pentant prayers for forgiveness. Our understanding high 
priest, Jesus, and the throne of grace are always ours “that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
need.” (Heb. 4:16). The Lord is “longsuffering to us-ward, 
not willing that any should perish, but that all should come 
to repentance.” (II Peter 3:9) How wonderful is His mercy! 

E. His Power — Omnipotence. God says in Gen. 17:1, 
“I am the almighty God.” The term “Almighty” means there 
is no limit to His power. In Rev. 19:6, the heavenly host 
sang, “Alleluia; for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.” It 
is this limitless power that enabled God to create the world 
in the beginning and maintain it today. The miracles of the 
Bible were performed because of God’s power. Men have 
difficulty believing the Genesis creation story and the Bible 
miracles because they have rejected the omnipotent God. Jesus 
said, “With God all things are possible.” (Matt. 19:26). 

F. His Wisdom — Omniscience. Paul sings a hymn of 
praise to God’s wisdom in Rom. 11:83, “0 the depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How un¬ 
searchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding 
out!” God's knowledge and understanding are unlimited. 
“Great is our Lord, and of great power: his understanding 
is infinite.” (Psa. 147:6). 

God’s knowledge is so great that it extends to little, 
insignificant things as well us great facts. Jesus sayB He 
sees the sparrow fall, and that the very hairs of our head 
are all numbered. (Matt. 10:80) John writes, “For if our 
heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth 
aU things.” (I Jn. 3:20). 

He knows all about us even to our thoughts. “Thou 
knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou under- 
standest my thought afar off. Thou compassest my path and 
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LESSONS IN CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE 
my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways. For 
there is not a word in my tongue, but lo, O Lord, thou knowest 
it altogether.” (Psalm 139: 2-4). 

G. His Omnipresense. Being spirit God can be every¬ 
where. He is always present. Jehovah declares, “Am I a 
God at hand, saith the Lord, and not a God afar off. Can 
any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? 
saith the Lord. Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the 
Lord.” (Jer. 23:23-24). David in Psalms 189:7-10, could 
think of no place where he could go and be beyond the love 
and care of God. We are never far from God as Paul told 
the pagan audience at Mars Hill, (Acts 17:27-28) “That 
they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, 
and find him, though he be not far from every one of us: for 
in him we live, and move, and have our being . . 

God is unlimited by time because He is eternal, unlimited 
in power since He is omnipotent, His omniscience means that 
he is unlimited in knowledge, and His omnipresence informs 
us that He is not limited by space. “For Jehovah your God, 
he is God of gods, and Lord of lords, the great God!” (Deut. 
10:17). 

H. His Faithfulness. “Know therefore that Jehovah thy 
God, he is God, the faithful God, who keepeth covenant and 
loving-kindness with them that love him and keep his com¬ 
mandments to a thousand generations.” (Deut. 7:9). 

In the midst of constant change in every area of life 
it seems that nothing is stable. All of life seems built on 
shifting sand. But not so with God! Humbolt the explorer, 
related his experience with an earthquake in South America. 
As the earth beneath him rocked like a boat in the water, 
trees fell, rocks rolled, he felt that nothing was stable or 
dependable. Then he looked upward. The sun was still there, 
the sky was undisturbed. How like life that is! The thingB of 
this earth do change—God does not. David says: “Of old 
hast thou laid the foundation of the earth: and the heavens 
are the work of thy hands. They shall perish, but thou shalt 
endure: yea, all of them shall wax old like a garment; as a 
vesture shalt thou change them, and they shall be changed: 
but thou art the same, and thy years shall have no end.” 
(Psalm 102:25-27). 

The faithfulness of God is rooted in His immutability— 
His unchanging nature. Jehovah says, ‘Tor I am the Lord, 
I change not.” . . . (Mai. 3:6) His methods and covenants 
with men may change, but his principles and character do 
not. Because He does not change, man can place his trust 
in every promise He makes. The omnipotence of God further 
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assures his faithfulness. Men may not keep promises because 
they are unable through weakness to carry them out. God 
can perform anything he promises to do. 

The Hebrew writer therefore could say with confidence. 
“Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering: 
(for he is faithful that promised.”) (Heb. 10:23). 

KNOWING AND OBEYING GOD 

As we consider how great God is, we would agree with 
God’s words in Jer. 9:23-24, “Let not the wise man glory in 
his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, 
let not the rich man glory in his riches: but let him that 
glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, 
that I am the Lord which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, 
and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, 
saith the Lord.” 

Man’s highest aim in life should be to “Fear God, and 
keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.” 
(Ecc. 12:18). 


QUESTIONS — GOD 

TRUE-FALSE 

_ 1. The Bible assumes the existence of God. 

- 2. For every effect there must be a cause. 

-8. There is little evidence from nature to tell us of 

God. 

- 4. It is easy to understand that God has always been. 

- 5. The Christian accepts by faith the nature of God. 

- 6. Man has no knowledge of God until he reads the 

.Bible. 

- 7. Omnipresence means unlimited in space. 

-— 8. Immutability refers to God’s unchanging nature. 

- 9. The gods that men create are powerful and holy. 

-10. The New Testament teaches that every one is a 

saint. 
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FILL IN THE BLANKS 

1. In John 3:16, God’s attributes of-and- 

_are seen. 

2. God’s faithfulness is assured by His-and 


3. God's love for us should beget in us a love for- 

and for-. 

4. God’s-is defined as unmerited favor. 

5. God is not tempted by evil because of His- 
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JESUS THE CHRIST 


Lesson Two 

JESUS, THE CHRIST 


I. Jem*, The Son of God. 

IL Titles that indicate His work and position. 

A. Jesus, Our Saviour. 

B. Jesus, Our Lord. 

C. Jesus, Our Mediator. 

D. Jesus, Our PropbeL 

E. Jesus, Our High Priest. 

F. Jesus, Our King. 


“And thou shalt call His name JESUS; for it is He that 
shall save His people from their sins.” (Matt. 1:21) Thus 
the angel of the Lord informs Joseph about Jesus, His name 
and His mission. Jesus is the Greek equivalent for the Hebrew 
word “Joshua” meaning “Jehovah is salvation.” Jesus means 
“Saviour”, aptly describing His work of saving men from 
their sins. (Luke 19:10) 

The title Christ or Messiah means “anointed one.” It 
designates Jesus as the fulfiller of the Messianic hopes of 
the Jews in the Old Testament The name Jesus Christ means 
that He is the Messiah who came to earth to save lost 
mankind. 


L JESUS, THE SON OF GOD 

The logical question that follows is, Who is this Jesus, 
this Messiah? Many answers have been given. Some of the 
Jews thought Him to be Mary and Joseph's son. (Mk. 6:3; 
Matt. 13:65) Other# called Him a “deceiver”. (Matt. 27:68) 
Still others thought Him to be a prophet (John 6:14). Some 
men today say that He is just a man except that He lived 
a better life than other men. 
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LESSONS IN CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE 

What does the Bible say? What did Jesus say? What did 
the Apostles who knew Him best say? 

JOHN THE BAPTIZER SAID JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD. “And 
I have seen, and have borne witness that this is the Son of 
God." (John 1:34) 

mark said JESUS is the son of ood. “The beginning: of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” (Mark 1:1) 

PETER said JESUS is THE son op god. “And Simon Peter 
answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.’ ” (Matt 16:16) 

Paul said jesus is the son of god. “God sent forth His 
Son, made of a woman, made under the law” (Gal. 4:4) 

THE ANGEL GABRIEL SAID JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD. . . 
that holy thing which shall be bom of thee shall be called 
the Son of God.” (Luke 1:85) 

THE DEMONS SAID JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD. “What have 
we to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God . . . ?” (Matt. 
8:29) 

JESUS SAID HE WAS THE SON OF GOD. “Again the high 
priest asked Him, and saith unto Him, Art thou the Christ, 
the Son of the Blessed? And Jesus said, I am.” (Mk. 14:62; 
cf. Matt. 26:64; Jn. 10:36) 

The crowning testimony came from the father who 
said: "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 
(Matt. 3:17:cf. Matt. 17:6) 

A. Divine pouters and honors ascribed to Jesus. In 
addition to the above testimony to Christ’s deity, He is said 
to possess powers and honors that belong only to Deity. 

1. Christ has the power to create. Throughout the Bible 
the power to create is attributed to God. (Gen. 1:1; Isa. 
48:12-13) Yet in many passages of Scripture the same power 
is ascribed to Jesus. (John 1:1-3; Eph. 3:8-11; Col. 1:16-17) 

2. Christ has power to forgive sins. This is an exclusive 
power of God. Yet in Luke 6:20-26, Jesus states that He has 
the power to forgive sins and demonstrates it by healing the 
paralytic. 

3. Christ is a proper object of worship. God alone is to 
be worshipped. Nevertheless this honor is given to Jesus by 
the Father. “For the Father judgeth no man, but hath com¬ 
mitted all judgment unto the Son; that all men should honor 
the Son. even as they honor the Father. He that honoreth not 
the Son. honoreth not the Father who hath sent Him.” (John 
6:22-28) 

These powers and honors are Christ’s because He is “the 
only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father . . ." 
(John 1:18). When Jesus spoke to the people about God, He 

never used the term “Our Father”. He never classed Himself 
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JESUS THE CHRIST 

with other men to indicate equality. (In Matt. 6:9 Jesus uses 
the term “Our Father", but this was in giving a prayer for 
the disciples to pray.) 

Jesus is not a mere man. He is the only begotten Son of 
God. He came to earth and lived as a man for a few years. 
But He is and always has been in a unique sense—God's Son. 

n. TITLES THAT INDICATE HIS WORK AND POSITION 

One man has said that he counted two hundred fifty- 
four different titles given for Jesus in the Bible. A diamond 
has many facets, yet each one will reflect some new and 
beautiful side of the gem. Like a diamond, one may look at 
Jesus from any angle or facet of His life and see some new 
beauty reflecting His greatness and love for man. 

In this lesson we will study just a few of these many 
facets of the Master’s life. 

A. Jesus, Our Saviour. Webster defines Saviour as "one 
who saves or delivers.” This facet of Jesus’ life perhaps shines 
the brightest of all. 

The angel told Joseph, "Thou shalt call His name Jesus, 
for it is He that shall save His people from their sins." (Matt. 
1:21). The angel of the Lord told the shepherds on the Judean 
hillside "there is born to you this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:11). Jesus summar¬ 
ized concisely His mission to earth when He said, "For the 
Son of man came to seek and to save that which was lost." 
(Luke 19:10). 

Romans 5:6-8 states that while man was weak, unable to 
save himself: while he was a sinner not deserving salvation, 
that by the grace and love of God, Christ died to save Him. 
I Peter 1:18-19 relates that man has been redeemed, bought 
back and rescued from slavery not with silver or gold, "But 
with precious blood as of a Lamb without blemish and with¬ 
out spot, even the blood of Christ" (asv). 

Willis R. Hotchkiss, missionary to Africa, searched for 
many months for a native word that would express the idea 
of Saviour. One day there was a great commotion in the 

village. When Mr. Hotchkiss joined the crowd assembled in 
the square, he found a native, torn and bleeding. He was 
excitedly telling of his escape from the claws of a tiger. He 
used a word to describe the one who had saved him. 

Immediately Mr. Hotchkiss wrote this word down. The 
next Sunday he preached on Jesus as Saviour and used this 
word. As the people crowded around him after the service 
they said, "Now we understand that Jesus died to save us 
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LESSONS IN CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE 
from sin and satan. That’s what you’ve been trying; to tell 
us for so many moons.” 

Mr. Hotchkiss says. “I have dwelt four years practically 
alone in Africa. I have been 30 times stricken with the fever, 
three times attacked by lions and several times by rhinoc¬ 
eroses; a number of times ambushed by the natives; for 
fourteen months I never saw a piece of bread. But let me 
say to you. I would gladly go through the whole thing again 
if I could have the joy of again bringing that word ‘Saviour’ 
and flashing it into the darkness that enveloped another tribe 
in Central Africa.” 

Many false religions offer their followers some hope of 
salvation through abuse of the body and personal torture. 
Others by keeping certain moral maxims. Even then the hope 
is faint. The grand assurance of Christianity is that God in 
His love toward man saved us. not by works of righteousness 
which we do, ‘‘but according to His mercy He saved us. through 
the washing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy 
Spirit, which He poured out upon us richly through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour.” (Titus 3:5-6, asv). 

Christianity alone has a Saviour! One more reason why 
we believe it to be the only true religion. 

B. Jesus, Our Lord. No term is more expressive of the 
faith of the early believers than the term “Lord.” Peter pro^ 
claimed on Pentecost that the Jews had crucified Jesus but 
that God had made Him "Both lord and Christ.” (Acts 
2:36). In Acts 10:36, Peter says He is "Lord of all” 

Paul declares that we are to confess with the mouth 
"Jesus as LORD.” (Romans 10:9 asv). The believer con¬ 
fesses Jesus as his Saviour, as his Messiah or Christ, but 
especially as his Lord!! In Phil. 2:9-11, Paul explains that 
"God highly exalted him (Jesus), and gave unto him the 
name which is above every name; that in the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow. of things in heaven and things on 
earth and things under the earth, and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is LORD, to the glory of 
God the Father I” 

The term Lord indicates the sovereignty of Christ over 
His followers—the church. (Colossians 1:18). He is the 
Master, the Christian is His servant. The term Saviour indi¬ 
cates what Christ has done and is doing for the believer. The 
term Lord reflects what the believer should DO for Christ 
his Saviour. Many people love to read and hear of what Jesus 
has done for them. But often they are unconcerned about 
what Christ expects and requqires of them in return. If 
Christ is not Lord of All, He will not be our Lord at all! Jesus 
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said, “And why call ye me. Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say?’ 1 (Luke 6:46). This facet of the Lord’s life 
needs emphasizing today. 

C. Jesus, Our Mediator. 

The term mediator suggests one that is a “go-between” 
two parties. It implies that the two parties are hostile or at 
variance with each other and this mediator is endeavoring 
to bring them into harmony and agreement. The scriptures 
teach that man when in sin is at enmity with God, alienated 
from Him, without hope. 

Christ came and died that He might make peace between 
God and man, whether Jew or Gentile; “and might reconcile 
them both in one body unto God through the cross, having 
slain the enmity thereby.” (Eph. 2:16) 

Christ died on the cross in order to remove the great 
barrier between God and man —sin. By accepting Jesus' 
proffered forgiveness through the Gospel, man may be recon¬ 
ciled and be at one with God. 

Christ alone was qualified to remove this barrier, since 
He alone was without sin. No one could die for another’s 
sins, while he had sins of his own. It is also true that Jesus 
alone can be a Mediator between God and man. Paul says 
“For there is one God, one mediator also between God and 
men, himself man, Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom 
for all.” (I Tim. 2:5) Jesus states, “no one cometh unto the 
Father, but by me.” (Jn. 14:6) 

A mediator should have knowledge of both sides and be 
concerned for the welfare of each party. Jesus "existing in 
the form of God” before He came to earth fully understood 
God’s side. He came to earth that He might know and under¬ 
stand man’s side. (Read Heb. 2:17-18; 4:15-16) 

Now He is the perfect and only Mediator between God 
and man. 

D. Jesus, Our Prophet. 

When the work of Jesus is viewed in its broad sweep it 
divides itself generally into three offices which He fulfills— 
prophet, priest, and king. 

The prophet in the Old Testament was a man who spoke 
forth for God. Amos said he was not a prophet by training, 
or the son of one but was a herdsman and a dresser of syca¬ 
more trees. But “Jehovah took me from following the flock, 
and Jehovah said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people 
Israel. Now therefore hear thou the word of Jehovah (Amos 
7:14-16) The prophets were forthtellers, speaking God’s 
message for the present time and need. They were also fore¬ 
tellers, predicting events yet to come. 
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The Old Testament points unmistakably to one great 
prophet who would come to be God’s spokesman on earth. In 
Deut. 18:15 Moses revealed that “Jehovah thy God will raise 
up unto thee a prophet from the midst of thee, of thy breth¬ 
ren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken.” Peter informs 
us that this prophet was Jesus. (Acts 3:19-26) 

Hebrews 1:1-2 states that God had in other times com¬ 
municated His message to man through many channels, but 
“hath at the end of these days spoken unto us in His Son.” 
Jesus came to be the divine Teacher and revealer of God’s will 
for man. 

As God’s prophet Jesus spake authoritatively that the 
people might know that He spoke for God. “The multitiudes 
were astonished at His teaching: for He taught them as one 
having authority, and not as their scribes.” (Matt. 7:28-29) 
Yet He spoke simply and clearly that all men might under¬ 
stand. “The common people heard Him gladly.” (Mk. 12:37b) 
All agreed, even His enemies, “Never man so spake!” (Jn. 
7:46) 

The prophetic ministry of Jesus was carried on after He 
returned to heaven by the Holy Spirit whom He sent. Jesus 
told His disciples the night before He died, "But the Com¬ 
forter, even the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 
my name, he shall teach you aU things, and bring to your 
remembrance all that I said unto you.” (Jn. 14:26) 

When we read the New Testament we can accept it with 
faith and full assurance that it is God's message for us. Jesus, 
God's great prophet, has said, “My teaching is not mine, but 
His that sent me.” (John 7:16). “I speak the things which 
I have seen with my Father.” (John 8:38). 

E. Jesus, Our High Priest. A priest was a minister or 
leader of any religion, whether heathen (Acts 14:18) or 
Biblical (Matt. 8.4). The high priest was the leader among 
the priests. In Hebrews Jesus is referred to ten times as our 
High Priest. Christ is pictured as the True High Priest of 
which Aaron was a type. All Christians are priests (I Peter 
2:9). 

His duties as expressed in Hebrews 5:1 were: “For every 
high priest, being taken from among men, is appointed for 
men in things pertaining to God, that He may offer both gifts 
and sacrifices for sins.” The function of the high priest under 
the Mosiac period was to lead in the Temple worship of 
Jehovah, and to offer sacrifices to God on behalf of the 
people. Aaron, being human and therefore a sinful high 
priests had to first offer a sacrifice for his own sins and that 
of his family (Lev. 16). Then he would enter a second time 
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into the Holy of Holies, sprinkling: blood on the Mercy Seat for 
the sins of Israel. By this act the sins of Israel were rolled 
forward year by year until Christ should come, ‘The Lamb 
of God” to completely take away the sins of the people. 
(Hebrews 10:1-4) 

1. Jesus commissioned as High Priest. In Hebrews 5:4-6, 
the writer records that Jesus was made a High Priest by God 
Himself; “And one does not take the honor himself, but he is 
called by God, just as Aaron was. So also Christ did not exalt 
Himself to be made high priest, but was appointed by him 
who said to him, 'Thou art my Son, today I have begotten 
thee’; as he says also in another place, ‘Thou art a priest 
forever, after the order of Melchizedek.’ ” (RSV) 

David had known this and stated it in Psalm 110:4. We 
have already stated that Jesus is our Prophet, High Priest, 
and King. It is interesting to note that Jesus is not a High 
Priest after the order of Aaron. Aaron was from the tribe 
of Levi—the priestly tribe. The New Testament writers make 
much of the fact that Jesus was “of the House and lineage of 
David,” (Luke 2, 4, and 5; cf. Mk. 11:10; Matt. 21:9). How 
could Jesus be a High Priest and come from the tribe of 
Judah which was the kingly tribe? The answer is to be found 
in the fact that Jesus is a High Priest after the order of 
Melchizedek. (Heb. 6:20; 7:15-17). Melchizedek was the 
superior of Abraham and both King of Salem and Priest of 
God Most High. (Hebrews 7:1-4). 

2. His Preparation. Jesus' preparation or training to 
be our great High Priest began when He left the glories of 
Heaven and came to earth to become one with those He 
represents. (Phil. 2:5-8). 

Hebrews 2:14 reveals that Jesus was a partaker or 
sharer in "flesh and blood” in the same manner that we are. 
In Hebrews 4:15, His preparation continues as He is tempted 
in all points like as we are and yet without sin. A part of 
His training for this great office is seen in Hebrews 5:8 
where we read that He learned obedience by the things which 
He suffered, thus being made perfect or complete as our High 
Priest. In order to properly mediate between God and Man, 
Jesus needed “to be made like unto His brethren that He 
might become a merciful and faithful High Priest in all things 
pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the 
people. For in that He Himself hath suffered being tempted, 
He is able to succor them that are tempted.” . (Hebrews 
2:17,18). 

Apart from having sin, there is nothing in human ex¬ 
perience that is unknown to Him. Today as our faithful and 
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merciful High Priest, He ministers before God on behalf of 
His people who are compassed by sin and infirmity. (Heb. 
4:15-16; Rom. 8:33-34) 

3. His Offering: 

When Aaron made atonement for the sine of Israel under 
the Old Covenant, he used the blood of bulls and goats for a 
sacrifice. But when Jesus our High Priest, offered His sacri¬ 
fice to God, He offered Himself. (Heb. 9:11-12) “But Christ 
having come a high priest of the good things to come through 
the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, 
that is to say, not of this creation, nor yet through the blood 
of goats and calves, but through his own blood, entered in 
once for all into the holy place, having obtained eternal re¬ 
demption." (ASV). 

From the scriptures we note these facts: 

a. The Tabernacle in which Christ offered His sacrifice 
was not a tent in the wilderness or a Temple in Jerusalem. 
The Atonement was made not in the Holy of Holies in Jeru¬ 
salem but in Heaven itself before the presence of God. (Heb. 
9:24) 

b. His altar of sacrifice was not the brazen one in the 
Temple court, but a rude cross on Golgotha’s Hill. 

c. His sacrifice was not the blood of goats and calves 
but rather His own “precious blood, as a Lamb without 
blemish and without spot." (I Peter 1:19) He is the sacrifice 
and the sacrificer. (Jn. 10:17-18) 

d. The effect of His sacrifice: The effect of Aaron’s 
sacrifice on the Day of Atonement merely made a remem¬ 
brance year by year—it did not take away sin. (Heb. 10:4) 

However, when Jesus offered His sacrifice, He did not 
need to offer Himself year by year, “else must he often have 
suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once at 
the end of the ages hath he been manifested to put away sin 
by the sacrifice of Himself." (Heb. 9:26). Jesus offered once 
for all the perfect sacrifice that brought to an end animal 
sacrifice and put away sin forever, having made possible 
eternal redemption through His blood. 

F. Jesus, Our King. 

1. Jesus predicted to be a King. The third great office of 
Christ that of being King was prophesied by Jeremiah, 
“Behold, the days come, saith Jehovah, that I will raise unto 
David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as King, and 
deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the 
land." (Jeremiah 23:5; cf. Zechariah 6:13). 

His kingship came from God but through the lineage 
of King David. Gabriel tells Mary “He shall be great, and shall 
be called the Son of the Most High: and the Lord God shall 
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give unto him the throne of his father David.” (Luke 1:82). 
God had promised David that one would come from his seed 
that would establish a kingdom that would last forever. (II 
Sam. 7:12-13). This is fulfilled in Jesus. 

2. Christ claimed to be a King. After His baptism, He 
began preaching that the Kingdom of heaven was at hand. In 
Matthew 16:28, Jesus predicted "there are some of them that 
stand here, who shall in no wise taste of death, till they see 
the Son of man coming in his kingdom.” When Pilate asked 
Jesus "Art thou the King of the Jews?” He said, ‘Thou 
sayest.” This is quivalent to “yes.” (Luke 23:3). 

8. Nature of His kingdom. Jesus said His kingdom was 
not of this world. In John 18:36 Jesus informs Pilate “My 
kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this 
world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be 
delivered to the Jew's: but now is my kingdom not from 
hence.” 

Jesus' Kingdom is a spiritual kingdom, (cf. Rom. 14:17; 
Heb. 1:8, 9). Christ is indeed a King. He is King of truth; 
King of salvation; King of peace; King of righteousness. 
His rule is over the hearts of men for the great purpose of 
saving their souls. 

4. The length of His rule. Gabriel told Mary “He shall 
reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of His kingdom 
there shall be no end.” (Luke 1:33). Peter urges all Christians 
to be diligent in making their calling and election sure. "For 
thus shall be richly supplied unto you the entrance into the 
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. (II 
Peter 1:11). Christ is in His mediatorial reign now as He 
seeks to redeem lost mankind. He shall continue to reign in 
eternity. Then we shall see the many diadems upon His 
head, and shall know that He is truly "King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords.” (Revelation 19:12,16). 


QUESTIONS — JESUS, THE CHRIST 
TRUE-FALSE 

- 1. The name Jesus means Saviour. 

. - 2. Jesus did not claim to be the Son of God. 

- 3. The term Lord tells what Jesus has done for us. 

- 4. A mediator Is one who reconciles two parties. 
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_ 5. A prophet is one who speaks God’s message to man. 

- 6. Christ is a prophet like Elijah. 

_ 7. The main task of the high priest was to offer 

sacrifices for sin. 

_ 8. Jesus was a high priest after the order of Aaron. 

-9. Prophets in the Old Testament were both forth- 

tellers and foretellers. 

-10. Jesus shall be King forever. 

FILL IN THE BLANKS 

1. List two powers that God has that Christ also has. 

a. __ 

b- 

2. List three contrasts between Aaron’s sacrifice for sin and 
Jesus’ sacrifice for sin. 

a. - - - 

b- 

c._ 

3. Is God reconciled to man or is man reconciled to God? 
(II Cor. 6:18-20, Eph. 2:14-18) 
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Lesson Three 
THE BIBLE 


L Names for the Bible. 

IL The Origin of the Bible. 

A. What the Bible uyi about its origin. 

B. Evidences for the divine origin of the Bible. 

1. Fulfilled prophecy. 

2. Its wonderful unity. 

3. Logical proof. 

HL The Value of the Bible. 

A. It* value to the lost. 

B. Its value to the saved. 

FV. How to Read and Understand the Bible. 

V. The Saeredncss of the Word. 


The Bible is the most remarkable book in the world. 
Thomas Carlyle said, “1 call the Bible, apart from all theories 
about it, one of the greatest things ever written with pen. 
A noble book! All man’s book!” 

It is by far the world’s best seller. Two million copies 
have been sold each year for the past 100 years. It has been 
translated into over 1,000 languages and dialects. This is 
more than any other book. 

Alexander Campbell wrote: 
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The Bible is to the intellectual and moral world 
of men what the sun is to the planets in our system 
—the foundation and source of light and life, 
spiritual and eternal. There is not a spiritual idea 
in the whole human race that is not drawn from the 
Bible. As soon will the philosophers find an indepen¬ 
dent sunbeam in nature, as the theologian a spiritual 
conception in man, independent of the one best 
BOOK.” (Christian System, page 3) 

L NAMES FOR THE BIBLE 

The word Bible itself simply means “book.” Many re¬ 
ligions have their collection of sacred writings, sometimes 
spoken of as their bibles. To the Christian the Bible means the 
collection of the Scriptures of the Old Testament and New 
Testament recognized and used as the basis and authority of 
the Christian faith. The Bible uses other terms to identify 
itself. 

A. Word of God. “And for this cause we also thank God 
without ceasing, that, when ye received from us the word of 
the message, even the word of God, ye accepted it not as the 
word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which 
also worketh in you that believe.” (I Thessaloniana 2:13) 
Peter states that we are begotten through “the Word of God, 
which liveth and abideth.” (I Peter 1:23) This identifies the 
Bible as the message or word which has come from God. 

B. Living Oracles or Oracles of God. Stephen speaks of 
the law given on Mount Sinai as “living oracles”. (Acts 7:88) 
An oracle is a message handed down from a divine being or 
source. This name indicates that this message from Jehovah 
is a living message from a living God. Paul calls the Bible 
‘The Oracles of God.” (Romans 3:2) Moses told the children 
of Israel to keep the Commandments of God and to teach 
their children to observe them also. “For it is no vain thing 
for you; because it is your life, and through this thing ye 
shall prolong your days in the land, whither ye go over the 
Jordan to possess it.” (Deut. 32:47 cf. Hebrews 4:12) 

C. The Holy Scriptures. Paul refers to the Old Testa¬ 
ment writings as the “Holy Scriptures”. (Romans 1:2) This 
simply means “sacred writings” which is the expression used 
in II Timothy 3:15. The Word scripture itself means “writ¬ 
ing.” This is the common term used for the Old Testament 
books by our Lord and His Apostles. (Matt 21:42; Mark 
14:49; Luke 24 :32; John 5:89; Acts 18:24; Romans 16:4) 
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IL THE ORIGIN OF THE BIBLE 

A. Whai the Bible says as to its origin. 

In a court of law the most important evidence aa to the 
author of a will is what the will actually says itself. If the 
will states that John Brown is its author it takes considerable 
evidence to prove it otherwise. This principle holds true also 
in determining who is the real author of the Bible. Let us 
examine what the Bible says as to its author. 

1. Old Testament —Several hundred times the Old Testa¬ 
ment writers use such expressions as "Thus saith the Lord,” 
"Jehovah said,” etc. (Exodus 24:12, 25:1; Ezekiel 5:5, 11) 
David speaks in II Samuel 28:2, "The Spirit of the Lord 
spake by me, and his word was in my tongue.” Jeremiah 
describes his call to prophesy like this: "And Jehovah said 
unto me, Behold I have put my words in thy mouth.” (Jere¬ 
miah 1:9) 

The Apostle Paul speaking of the Old Testament scrip¬ 
tures said regarding their inspiration: "All scripture is given 
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for re¬ 
proof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That 
the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all 
good works.” (II Timothy 3:16,17) 

The Apostle Peter informs us that the prophets in the 
Old Testament did not create their own message, "For no 
prophecy ever came by the will of man: but men spake from 
Goa, being moved by the Holy Spirit” (II Peter 1:21 ASV) 
It is a well known fact that Jesus and the Apostles always 
considered the Old Testament to be a revelation from God. 

2. New Testament —Not only did the Old Testament 
writers declare that their message came from God but the 
New Testament authors also claimed that their message was 
from God. Paul says in Galatians 1:11, 12, “But I certify 
you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is 
not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was 
I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 

Peter speaks of Paul’s writing as "scripture” when he 
says, “As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these 
things; in which are some things hard to be understood, 
which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do 
also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction." (II 
Peter 3:16) The wonl scripture as used here indicates a 
special body of writing which was regarded as divinely 
inspired. The expression "other scriptures” shows that Peter 

E laces Paul’s writing on a par with the Old Testament. Jesus 
ad told Hjs Apostles that the Holy Spirit would enable them 
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to recall all that He had ever taught them. The Holy Spirit 
would also teach them many other things. (John 14:26, cf. 
Matt. 10:19, 20). Paul commended the brethren at Thessalon- 
ica because they had received his message "not as the word 
of men, but as it is in truth, the Word of God.” (I Thessalo- 
nians 2:13) 

The unanimous testimony of the Bible is that its author 
is God. It was written down by men who were inspired by 
the Holy Spirit. 

B. Other Evidence for the Divine Oiigin of the Bible. 

1. Fulfilled prophecy —One of the great proofs of the 
inspiration of the Bible is fulfilled prophecy. This is predict¬ 
ing accurately a future event that comes to pass hundreds 
of years later. When this is done it is strong evidence that 
the prophet possesses supernatural power. Occasionally some 
one might make a lucky guess but when scores of prophecies 
are accurately fulfilled, the possibility of chance is removed. 

(a) Prophecies concerning Jesus—Below is a partial list 
of prophecies concerning Jesus and their fulfillment in the 
New Testament 

Prtyphtry Fulfillment 

1. Place of Jesus’ birth Micah 6:2 Luke 2:1-7 

2. Hie forerunner foretold Isa. 40:8; Matt 8:1-8; 11:11-14 

Malachi 4:6 

8. His betrayal by Judas Psalm 41:0 John 18:18; Lk. 22:47,48 
4. He died with tranumsson Isa. 63:9,12 Luke 23:88 

6. Not a bone to be broken Psalm 34:20 John 19:81-87 

6. Buried by a Rich man Isaiah 63:9 Matt 27:67-60 

7. His Resurrection foretold Psalm 16:10 Matt 28:1-6 

These and many other prophecies in the Old Testament bear 
eloquent testimony to a divine author of the Bible. 

2. Itg wonderful unity —The Bible was written over a 
period of 1,500 years on three different continents by some 
40 human writers. Its human writers by occupation were 
sheepherders and kings; farmers and doctors. The Bible was 
written in three different languages, and covers in its 66 
separate books, every subject imaginable. Yet, it is essen¬ 
tially one book! How can this be possible? 

This unity many be illustrated by a great orchestra. 
It may be composed of a 100 musicians with a score of 
different types of instruments. Yet when they play, there is 
one grand harmony. The reason being that there is one master 
mind, the conductor who directs and control** all the musicians. 

as they play. God made His great oratorio to play for more 
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than a 1000 years and when one musician became silent, 
another took up the strain and it was all one grand symphony 
—the theme was never lost and when the last strain dies 
away it is seen that through all these glorious movements and 
melodies there has been one grand theme. 

Did each musician compose his own music and play it as 
he chose? Or was there one composer and director behind it 
all? The real conclusion is that God is the true author of the 
Bible and that He directed each writer as He inspired him 
by the Holy Spirit. This is the answer to the unity of the 
Bible. 

3. Logical proof —John Wesley had a very brief but in¬ 
teresting way of proving the Bible to be from God. He said 
the Bible must be the invention of good men or angels; bad 
men or devils, or of God. 

(a) It could not be the invention of good men or angels; 
for they neither would nor could make a book, and tell lies 
all the time they were writing it, saying, ‘Thus saith the Lord,’ 
when it was their own invention. 

(b) It could not be the invention of bad men or devils; 
for they would not make a book which commands all duty, 
forbids all sin, and condemns their souls to hell to all eternitv. 

(c) Therefore, he drew this conclusion, that the Bible 
must be given by divine inspiration. 

HL THE VALUE OF THE BIBLE 

How important is the Bible to the Christian? What is its 
value to the lost? We who believe it, know that it is of the 
greatest importance to both. 

A. Its Valve, to the Lost. The Scriptures state: 

(1) We are begotten by the Word. "Being born again, 
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of 
God, which liveth and abideth forever.” (I Peter 1:23) James 
says, “Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, 
that we should be a kind of first fruits of his creatures." 
(James 1:18) 

(2) We are saved by the Word. "Wherefore lay apart 
all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with 
meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your 
souls.” (James 1:21) 

(3) Faith comes through the Word. "So then faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” (Romans 
10:17) 

We know that Christ is the one who saves us. The Bible, 
however, is the source of our knowledge of Christ and His 
saving power. Without the Word there would be no knowl- 
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edge of His redeming love and hence there would be no faith 
or obedience on roan's part. This is why the Bible says we 
are saved through the Word. It is the channel that God uses 
to bring us to Christ. . _. 

B. Its Value to the Saved. To the Christian, the Bible is 
indispensable. There are many ways in which the scriptures 
are valuable to the life of a Christian. 

(1) As a means of Spiritual growth. “As new born 
babes, desire the sincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow 
thereby.” (I Peter 2:2) The Bible is to the spiritual man 
what the food is to the physical body. It is food to his soul. 
Jesus said “man is not to live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” (Matt. 4:4) 
A neglect of the study of the Word makes spiritual weaklings. 
Paul told the Ephesian elders, “And now, brethren, I com¬ 
mend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able 
to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them 
which are sanctified." (Acts 20:32) 

(a) By the Word of God, believers are cleansed from the 
defilement of sin. Jesus told His apostles “now ye are clean 
through the Word which I have spoken unto you.” (John 16:3) 
We know that it is the blood of Christ which cleanseth us 
from all sin. (I John 1:7; Hebrews 9:14) It is through the 
Word, however, (Knowledge of and obedience to it) that we 
are brought to that blood. The Psalmist posed this question 
and gave this answer “Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse 
his way? By taking heed thereto according to thy Word.” 
(Psalm 119:9) 

The Word is the means whereby we are kept clean and 
set apart or sanctified for God’s use. Jesus prayed the Father, 
“Sanctify them through thy truth; thy Word is truth.” (John 
17:17) 

One man has said, "This Book will keep you from Sin, 
or sin will keep you from this Book.” 

(b) By the Word of God, Christians are able to meet 
the attacks of satan. When satan tempted Jesus in the wilder¬ 
ness, our Lord parried every thrust by the use of the Word 
of God. (cf. Matt. 4:1-11) Paul told the Ephesians. “Put on 
the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against 
the wiles of the devil . . . And take the helmet of salvation, 
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” 
(Ephesians 6:11, 17) The Bible is the Christian’s sword in 
this spiritual battle against sin. The Psalmist also recognized 
this truth when he said, “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, 

mat I might not sin against thee.” (Psalm 119U1) 
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(c) A thorough knowledge of the Word gives confidence 
and courage to the soul winner. A man who professed to be 
an unbeliever had embarrassed many local preachers with his 
infidel arguments. An evangelist came to town to lead a gospel 
meeting. ThiB man went to the revival to “do up” the evangelist 
with every argument. The unbeliever advanced. The evangelist 
answered each question with a “Thus saith the Lord." Frus¬ 
trated and embarrassed, he left the meeting. The next day, a 
friend asked him how he fared in the debate. 

He replied, “Not so well. But I did not go up there to 
argue with God Almighty." 

IV. HOW TO READ AND UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE 

Jehovah is a God of Wisdom. His revelation is a Book 
of knowledge. God always invites man to come now “and let 
us reason together saith the Lord." (Isaiah 1:18a) This being 
true, the Word of God should be approached with the same 
intelligence and thoughtfulness with which one would ap- 
proache any book of knowledge. 

Here are a few principles of correct study that will make 
the Bible more intelligible and meaningful. 

1. Determine who is speaking. It may be God or Satan 
or Balaam’s mule or the fool. It is very important to have a 
correct understanding to know who is speaking the particular 
statement. 

2. To whom is the Word speaking. Is the Word speaking 
to the Christian or the alien sinner? The meaning may be 
entirely different depending on which it is. 

3. Of what does it speak? What is the content—What 
goes before and what follows this particular passage? This 
simple bit of knowledge will clear up many otherwise difficult 
scriptures. 

4. When does it speak? Ask, Is this passage written for 
those living in the Patriarchal age. or the Mosiac age, or the 
Christian age? God has dealt with His people in different 
ways under each of these periods. It is important to the 
Christian that he follow God’s instructions ror him today. 

This last rule is most important. 

V. THE SACREDNESS OF THE WORD 

Since the Bible is a revelation from God. having been 
written by Holy Spirit inspired men. it should be handled 
with the utmost reverence. Moses told Israel, "Now therefore 
hearken. O Israel, unto the statutes and unto the judgments, 
which I teach you, for to do them, that ye may live, and go In 
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and possess the land which the Lord God of your fathers 
giveth you. Ye shall not add unto the word which I command 
you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may 
keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I com¬ 
mand you." (Deut 4:12) 

A simila r idea is in the last admonition in the Bible. "I 
testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy 
of this book, If any man shall add unto them, God shal addl 
unto him the plagues which are written in this book: and if 
any man shall take away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God shall take away his part from the tree of life, 
and out of the holy city which are written in this book.” 
(Revelation 22:18,19) 

Since the Bible is God’s Word, man to his own peril adds 
to it or takes from it or neglects it. When all men shall stand 
before the great white throne this Word will be one of the 
Books that will judge them at that time. If we obey God's 
Word, it will save us. If we disobey, it will conde mn us. 
(Colossians 3:16) May we heed the Word of Paul and let 
the Word of Christ dwell in us richly. (Colossians 3:16a) 


QUESTIONS — THE BIBLE 
FILL IN THE BLANKS 

1. The word Bible means-- 

2. An oracle is _ 


3. What is the most important evidence in establishing the 
Authorship of a document? 


4. The Bible was written over a period of - 

years on__ continents by some —.-- 

human writers. 

6. John Wesley thought there were only five sources for the 
Bible. List them. 
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6. List three (8) blessings the word brings to the believer. 



7. The Word brings what blessings to the lost? 



8. Give four (4) rules for understanding the Bible. 
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Lesson Four 
THE CHURCH 


L What is the Church? 

A. Meaning of the Word—Church. 

B. Local and general significance of the word. 

II. The Beginning of the Church. 

A. Predictions of the coming Church. 

B. Establishment of the Church or Kingdom. 

C. Evidence from prophecy. 


HI. The Founder of the Church. 


IV. The Foundation of the Church. 

V. The Government of the Church. 

VL Names for the Church. 

A. The “Church”. 

B. The Church of God. 

C. House of God. 

D. Temple of God. 


L WHAT IS THE CHURCH? 

A. Meaning of the ivord — Church. The word that Jesus 
chose to describe His people was an ancient Greek word— 
“Ecclesia”. Our word ecclesiastical comes from it, which means 
“relating to the Church.” The word originally designated the 
regular assembly of the citizens in a free city-state. The citi¬ 
zens were “called out” by the herald to transact the public 
business. Hence, the word means "the called out ones." 
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The Church, therefore, is composed of those who have 
been called out of sin into righteousness—out of the world 
into the Church. Peter expresses this thought in I Peter 
2:9, “But ye are an elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people for God's own possession, that ye may show 
forth the excellencies of him who coiled you out of darkness 
into his marvellous tight.” The Christian has been called 
through the gospel to come out from the world (II Cor. 6:17, 
18) and into Christ for the purpose of transacting business 
for God. 

Stephen referred to the children of Israel in the Old 
Testament as God’s assembly or congregation in the wilder¬ 
ness. (Acts 7:38). Israel too, had been called out of Egypt 
to become God’s chosen people and to do His will. This is a 
type of the Lord’s Church today. 

B. Local and general significance of the word. In the 
New Testament the term Church had both a local and a 
general significance. It referred both to the individual con¬ 
gregation and to the worldwide community of God's people. 

In Acts 5:11 it speaks of the Church in Jerusalem. The 
term Church in Acts 9:31, however, refers to many congrega¬ 
tions when Luke says, “So the Church throughout all Juaea 
and Galilee and Samaria had peace, being edified . . ." Often 
Paul would address small groups of Christians meeting in a 
home. (Romans 16:8-5; Coloasians 4:16; Philemon 2). Yet 
Paul speaks of the Church in its broad comprehensive sense 
in I Corinthians 10:32 and I Timothy 3:15. Each congrega¬ 
tion was the Church in its community. It was, however, an 
integral part of the entire fellowship of Christians. Groups 
of Christians may be separated b ygeography but still be one 
in Christ and His Church. Perhaps Thomas Campbell gave as 
good a definition of the Church as anyone, when he said; 

The Church of Christ, upon earth is essentially, 
intentionally, and constitutionally one; consisting of 
all those in every place that profess their faith in 
Christ and obedience to Him in all things according 
to the Scriptures, and that manifest the same by their 
tempers and conduct, and of none else; as none else 
can be truly and properly called Christians.* 

II. THE BEGINNING OF THE CHURCH 

A. Predictions of the coming Church. The first mention 
of the word Church in the Bible is Matthew 16:18. Peter had 
confessed Jesus as the Christ and as the Son of God. Jesus 


1. RkWnUoe. Robert. Uomoir, of AUmomJo r ComphoB. (ClMinnitl: SUn<Urd P,V Co. 
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blessed Peter and said, “Upon this rock I will build my 
Church.” By the use of the future tense, Jesus clearly indi¬ 
cates that the Church had not yet been established. Jesus 
continues His thought regarding the Church when He says 
to Peter, “I wil Igive unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven.” (Matt. 16:19). It is evident from 
the use of the term Church in verse 18 and the term “King¬ 
dom of heaven” in verse 19 that these terms are interchange¬ 
able. The terms “Church” and "Kingdom” are also used in a 
similar way in Colossians 1:13 where Paul speaks of “the 
Kingdom of His dear Son." And then in verse 18, without a 
break in thought, describes the same entity as “the body, 
the Church.” These terms denote the same body of people. 

The establishment of Christ’s kingdom or Church had 
been mentioned before this discussion with Peter. John the 
Baptist announced the coming kingdom when he cried, “Re¬ 
pent ye; for the Kingdom of heaven is at hand”. (Matt. 3:2). 
The expression "at hand” signifies that it was near. Jesus, 
soon afterwards, preached, “Repent ye; for the Kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” (Matt. 4:17). The Lord told His Apostles 
"that there be some of them that stand here, which shall not 
taste of death, till they have seen the Kingdom of God come 
with power.” (Mark 9:1). The Kingdom was to be established 
with pow'er during the lifetime of the Apostles. 

B. The Establishment of the Church or Kingdom. During 
Christ’s earthly ministry. He did not establish the Church. 
After His resurrection, the disciples asked Him, “Lord, doest 
thou at this time restore the Kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6). 
Jesus replied, “It is not for you to know times or seasons, 
which the Father hath set within his own authority. But 
ye shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit is come upon 
you: and ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the 
earth.” (Acts 1:7, 8). He also commanded them to “tarry ye 
in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from 
on high.” (Luke 24:49). The fulfillment of these promises 
regarding the Holy Spirit and the establishment of the king¬ 
dom took place on the first Pentecost after Christ's resurrec¬ 
tion. Read Acts 2:1-42. At that time the Apostles were bap¬ 
tized in the Holy Spirit and received the promised power. 
Peter preached the first gospel sermon and about 3,000 
believed in Christ as their Lord and Messiah, repented of sin 
and were baptized into Christ. (Acts 2:36-41). These were the 
t*rma of admiaaion into the Lord’s Church. Every reference 
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to the Church after the Day of Pentecost shows that it is 
already in existence, (cf. Acts 5:11; 8:1). Peter settled the 
question as to the beginning of the Church in Acts 11:15 
when he speaks of Pentecost as being “the beginning". 

C. Evidence from -prophecy. The evidence here presented 
from the New Testament as to the beginning of the Church 
is confirmed by prophecy. Isaiah, in 2:1-3, predicted that in 
the last or latter days, which refers to the Christian age, 
that the mountain of the Lord's house would be established. 
It would be great and all nations would flow into it. Then 
he gives this significant prophecy, "For out of Zion shall go 
forth the law and the word of Jehovah from Jerusalem." 

God had given the law of Moses at Mt. Sinai but the 
gospel of His son was to go forth from Jerusalem. Jesus 
corroborates this prophecy in Luke 24:46, 47 when he says, 
“Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer, and rise 
again from the dead the third day; and that repentance and 
remission of sins should be preached in his name unto all 
the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.” 

Christ’s church or kingdom was established on the Day 
of Pentecost following Christ's resurrection and ascension. 

ITL THE FOUNDER OF THE CHURCH 

The Church is not a human structure like a political or 
social institution. It is a divine organism. It has a divine 
founder and a divine head. 

Jesus had told the Apostles “/ will build my Church.” 
It is His Church. He is the builder. He is the head of the 
Church. (Colossians 1:18). Paul calls it “the church of the 
living God.” (I Timothy 3:15). The Church is the bride of 
Christ which has been saved and sanctified by Him for union 
with Himself. (Ephesians 5:25ff). The Church is also re¬ 
ferred to as the body of Christ. (Ephesians 1:22, 23 ; 4:12; 
Colossians 1:18). As the body, it is the fulness of Christ, 
who Himself fills all in all. (Ephesians 1:23). 

The Church belongs to Christ also because He purchased 
it with His own precious blood. Paul instructs the Ephesian 
elders "to feed the Church of the Lord which He purchased 
with His own blood.” (Acts 20:28; cf. I Peter 1:18-19). 

IV. THE FOUNDATION OF THE CHURCH 

A divine church with a divine head, needs also a divine 
foundation. This it has! When Peter confessed Jesus as the 
Messiah and the Son of God, Jesus replied, “upon this rock 
I will build my church; and the gate* of hades shall not 
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prevail against it." (Matt. 16:18). Throughout the scripture, 
Jesus is referred to as a rock. For example, in Isaiah 28:16 
God says, "Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a 
tried stone, a precious comer stone of sure foundation. . . .” 
Peter quotes Uiis in I Peter 2:6ff, and applies it to Christ. 
Jesus is referred to as the stone which was cast aside by 
human builders but God made Him the head of the comer. 
(Acts 4:11, 12). Paul settles the question of the foundation of 
the church when he says, “other foundation can no man lay 
than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” (I Cor. 3:11). 
Christ is the founder of the Church. He is the foundation. 

V. THE GOVERNMENT OF THE CHURCH 

Every properly functioning organization or organism 
must have some form of government. The church is no excep¬ 
tion. When the church is considered universally, its form of 
government is an absolute monarchy. When it is viewed from 
the standpoint of a local congregation, it has a limited power 
of self-government. 

a. Jesus Christ is the head and absolute authority of the 
Church. “And He put all things in subjection under His feet, 
and gave Him to be head over all things to the church.” 
(Ephesians 1:22). 

“But speaking the truth in love, may grow up In all 
things into him, who is the head, even Christ.” (Ephesians 
4:16) 

“For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also 
is the head of the Church, being Himself the saviour of the 
body.” (Ephesians 5:23). 

"And He is the head of the body, the Church: who is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he 
might have the pre-eminence.” (Colossians 1:18; cf. 2:10). 

(1) As the supreme authority in the Church, Jesus has 
all power. “And Jesus came to them and spake unto them, 
saying, 'All authority hath been given unto me in heaven 
and on earth.” (Matthew 28:18). 

(2) As head of the church Christ has all legislative 
power. Christ has the power to enact laws to govern His 
Church and its activities. 1 

He has enacted the following laws and they are in¬ 
corporated in the constitution: 

1. Qualification of citizenship. John 14:6; Mark 16:16; 

2. Qualifications of officers of the kingdom. I Tim. 
_ 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9; 

1. D.W.K, Dc*>. Tk* Ckurtk tk* B,bU. COLLEGE PRESS. JopU.. MWocrl. 

84 



THE CHURCH 

3. Duties of citizens. Matt. 5:3 to 7:27; I Peter 2:21; 

4. Duties of officers. II Tim. 4:2; I Peter 5:2; Acts 6:1- 

6 ; 

5. Laws of finance. I Cor. 9:1-13; 16:1-2; I Tim. 5:17- 
18; 

6. Laws of discipline. I Cor. 5:1-13; I Thess. 5:12; I Tim. 
5:20; 

7. Laws for the reinstatement of the backslider. Acts 
8:18-24; n Cor. 2:5-11. 

Having this power, one can see the full significance of 
Jesus’ command to His Apostles when in the great commis¬ 
sion He said to go and teach and baptize, "Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I commanded you. . . .” (Matt. 
28:20) Christ’s promise to be with the Church depended upon 
its obedience to this command. 

b. Self-government in the local church. Since the church 
is composed of human beings, Christ has granted to man 
limited powers of self-government. 

(1) The nature of this self-government. This power is 
democratic. The membership of the local church is the final 
authority in matters of self-government. This is seen in such 
references as Acta 6:35; 11:29, 80; I Cor. 16:3. 

This power is exercised through the elders who are the 
rulers and overseers of the people. They are chosen by the 
church and lead and rule on behalf of the Church, (cf. I 
Peter 5:1-5) (For qualifications for elders, see I Timothy 
3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9). 

(2) The limitations of this power of self-government. 
There are definite limitations placed upon the church in the 
area of self-government The church’s authority to make 
rules and decisions are limited to matters of opinion and 
expediency where the scripture has given no definite instruc- 
tons. For example: The number of elders or deacons the 
church should select; what kind of a building does the church 
need; etc. These are matters of importance in the work of 
the kingdom but there is no "thus saith the Lord” to guide 
the church. These are areas that Christ has left to human 
judgment Even in these areas such decisions should be made 
in harmony with the spirit and teaching of Christ. W. L. 
Hayden in his book. Church Polity, makes this observation 
on the subject of self-government: 

On what occasion and for what purposes are 

Christians authorized to vote? 

They are not to vote on questions of faith, piety, 

or morality. Truth is not to be settled by a vote, nor 

is any divine Institution respecting the worship or 
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morality of the Christian Church to be decided by a 
majority. These are matters of revelation, of divine 
authority, and are to be regulated by a ‘Thus saith 
the Lord,’ and not by a *thus saith the majority/ 
But in all matters not of faith, piety or morality, in 
all matters of expediency, there is no other way of 
deciding but by a vote of the brotherhood. 1 


VI. NAMES FOR THE CHURCH 

A. The “Church .” This is the most often used designa¬ 
tion for the Church in the New Testament. Sometimes it is 
used with the location of the church. For example: “The 
church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria" (Acts 
9:81) or "The Church of the Thessalonians," (II Theas. 1:1). 
The use of this term without any qualifying phrase indicates 
the uniqueness of the church. There was nothing else like it 
in society. There was only one. Christ built only one. The 
church might be extended over many countries and many 
continents but it was still “The Church." All Christians were 
members of this one body. (I Cor. 1:2). 

B. The Church of God. The next most often used term 
was the "Church of God," or "Churches of God." (II Cor. 
1:1). This name indicates the planner and originator of the 
Church. It also indicates ownership because the Church 
belongs to God as well as to Christ 

C. House of God. I Timothy 3:15. This name presents 
the Church as a family. It reminds us that God dwells in His 
Church and He is Father of all. Jesus also dwells with us 
and is somewhat like our elder brother. Romans 8:17 reminds 
us that as children of God we are heirs of God and joint-heirs 
with Christ. Galatians 8:26,27 reveals how we become sons 
of God. "For ye are all sons of God, through faith, in Christ 
Jesus for as many of you as were baptized into Christ did 
put on Christ" 

D. Temple of God. I Corinthians 3:16, 17. This name 
describes the worship feature of the Church. God dwells in 
His holy temple the Church and is worshipped there. Peter 
says that Christians “as living stones, are built up a spiritual 
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” (I Peter 2:5). The 
Church then is a spiritual temple made up of living stones, 
(cf. Ephesians 2:19-22). God dwells in each believer through 
the Holy Spirit which is given to every obedient believer. 
(Acts 2:38). If the believer is faithful to Christ, the head, 

1. DoWoh. Dob. TU Ch~rcJ> miU Ikm BbU COLLEGE PRESS. JopH*. HImootI. 

36 



THE CHURCH 

then some day he will see Him personally as He is. (I John 
3:2). In that day God will dwell with His people and be their 
God. (Revelation 21:3). This is the grand purpose and goal 
for the church. 

QUESTIONS — THE CHURCH 
TRUE-FALSE 

-1. Christ’s Kingdom is spiritual rather than temporal. 

.- 2. The Church and the Kingdom are different bodies. 

_ 3. Isaiah foretold that the Kingdom would be estab¬ 
lished in Zion. 

_ 4. The term "Church” always refers to the local 

congregation. 

- 5. Faith is the only requirement for admission to 

the Lord's Church. 

- 6. The Kingdom was established at the Passover. 

_ 7. The Church was started by John the Baptist. 

_ 8. The word "ecclesia” originally referred to an 

assembly of Greek citizens. 

_ 9. All Christians are members of Christ’s church. 

_10. A person can be saved without being a member 

of Christ’s Church. 

FILL IN THE BLANKS 

1. The government of the Church in its universal sense is an 

_: the local church however has 

some__ 

2. In what areas of life does the church lack the authority 
to vote or make rules ? 


8. List two names for the church and give the significance 
of each. 
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Loss on Five 
FAITH 


I. The one of the term “Faith” in the New Testament. 

A- Faith—need as a term for Christianity. 

B. Faith—descriptive of the life of the Christian. 

C. Faith—as applied la the alien sinner. 

D. What is Faith? 

HL How do we obtain faith? 

A. Christian faith is produced in a si mil a r way as any 
other faith. 

B. Faith results from an acceptance of testimony or 
evidence. 

IV. The Relation of faith to obedience. 

A. The obedience of faith. 

B. Obedience is simply faith in action. 

V. The benefits of faith. 

A. It is es s entia l in order to receive all of God's blessings. 

B. Some specific benefits of faith. 

1. Secures salvation for man. 

2. Faith pleases God. 

3. Faith brings peace to the heart of the Christian. 

4. Faith lifts our minds and vision to see as God 
sees and to tliiwfc thoughts after Him. 


38 



FAITH 


L THE USE OF THE TERM u FAmF IN THE 
NEW TESTAMENT 

A. Faith—used as a term for Christianity. One use of 
the term faith is to identify the body of truth in which the 
believer trusts or as another term for Christianity. Jude writes 
“contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all de¬ 
livered unto the saints”. (Jude 3, asv) Galatians 1:23 “He 
that once persecuted us now preacheth the faith of which he 
once made havoc.” In Acts 13:8, Luke records that Elymas 
withstood Paul and Barnabas “seeking to turn aside the pro- 
consul from the faith.” In these passages, as well as many 
others that might be cited, the word “Faith” is used in its 
broad sense as a synonym for Christianity. 

B. Faith—descriptive of the Ufe of the Christian. Romans 
1:17 “The righteous shall live by faith”. I Thessalonians 1:3, 
Paul writes, “Remembering without ceasing your work of 
faith and labor of love and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” II Corinthians 5:7 “For we walk by faith, not by 
sight.” In these scriptures it should be noted that the Chris¬ 
tian lives by faith, works by faith, and walks by faith. The 
Christian truly lives by faith. 

C. Faith—as applied to the alien sinner. In order to 
become a Christian, a sinner must have faith or as it is usually 
expressed believe in Jesus. “He saith unto them, But who say 
ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the living God.” (Matt. 16:15, 16) Paul 
told the Philippian jailor when he asked the way to salvation: 
"Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved, thou 
and thy house.” (Acta 16:31, asv) Jesus and Paul both 
commanded faith or belief in Christ as an essential act in 
becoming a Christian. Let us now examine this faith that is 
so essential to one’s salvation. 

IL WHAT IS FAITH? 

Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (KJV) The 
author defines faith as the “substance” or “guaranty” or 
“foundation” of things hoped for. It is also the “evidence” 
or “conviction” or “demonstration" of things not seen. 

Faith used in an objective sense is the evidence or 

guaranty on which the Christian’s hope is founded. 

Used in a subjective sense faith is the “assurance” of things 
hoped for, and the “conviction” of things not seen. Such 
assurance or reliance enables the believer to treat the future 
as though it were the present and the invisible as seen. It is 
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not complete knowledge which one day we shall have but it 
is that firm assurance that keeps one faithful to the end. 
Chapter 11 of Hebrews amply shows that true faith as illus¬ 
trated in Abraham, Moses, Rahab, and others was simply a 
reliance upon God whom they believed to be trustworthy. 

Another word which perhaps describes the nature of 
faith more correctly is the word trust. Faith as used in a 
general sense may mean simply an acceptance of certain facts 
or principles as being true. For example, one may believe that 
George Washington lived but there would be no element of 
trust in him as a person. Christian faith not only is persuaded 
of certain facts concerning Christ, but there is the added 
element of trust in Him as Lord and Saviour. The example of 
Abraham's faith given in Romans 4:20, 21 illustrates this 
element of trust. "He (Abraham) wavered not through un¬ 
belief, but waxed strong through faith, giving glory to God, 
and being fully assured that what he had promised, he was 
able also to perform.” Abraham was "strong through faith” 
because he was "fully assured” that God would fulfill His 
promise and give him a son. He trusted God so completely, 
that he believed that if he killed Isaac according to God’s 
command, that God would bring him back to life. (Hebrews 
11:17-19). 

Robert Richardson states that Alexander Campbell con¬ 
sidered the word 

'trust' or 'confidence* to substantially express 
the meaning of the term faith. This simple and 
comprehensive view was that which Mr. Campbell, 
in his subsequent religious history, himself adopted, 
and continued to advocate during his entire life. 
Amidst his numerous controversies, indeed, he was 
often obliged, in contending against the popular 
errors upon the subject, to insist upon the absolute 
necessity of evidence, and to assert, most truth¬ 
fully, that where there was no evidence, there could 
be no faith; yet he ever regarded true faith in Christ 
as implying a willingness to submit to his authority, 
and as consisting In a heartfelt, personal trust in 
Him as the Son of God and the appointed Saviour of 
mankind. 1 


m. HOW DO WE OBTAIN FAITH? 

Many people view anything religious as mysterious. In 
fact, the more mysterious it appears the more it appeals to 
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some people. There are always some aspects of faith that 
man can not fully understand, but in the main the how in 
which faith is produced in man’s heart is a rational and 
intelligent process, which brings us to our first thought and 
that is: 

A. Christian faith, is produced in a similar way as any 
other faith. For example, how is faith in any historical 
character produced? It is produced by evidence and testimony 
that is convincing to the mind. We believe that George Wash¬ 
ington lived because of the many books written about him, 
monuments built to him, and other evidence that he lived. 
How may one be led to believe in or trust a doctor? Evi¬ 
dently he must have received testimony and evidence to 
generate such faith and confidence. 

Faith in Christ is produced in a similar fashion. The 
Christian accepts as true the abundant evidence in the 
Bible that Christ lived and is the Messiah and Son of God 
as He claimed to be. God appeals to the mind of man in a 
sensible and intelligent manner. 

B. Faith results from an acceptance of testimony or evi¬ 
dence. The scriptures very clearly indicate that faith is pro¬ 
duced by the acceptance of evidence concerning Christ 

'Tor if ye believe Moses, ye would believe me; for he 
wrote of me. But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye 
believe my words?” (John 6:46, 47) 

"Many other signs therefore did Jesus in the presence of 
the disciples, which are not written in this book: but these 
are written, that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God; and that believing ye may have life in his name.” 
(John 20:30-31) 

"And when there had been much questioning, Peter rose 
up, and said unto them. Brethren, ye know that a good while 
ago God made choice among you, that by my mouth the 
Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe.” 
(Acts 15:7) 

These passages make it perfectly clear that Christian 
faith, like all other faith, must rest on testimony. Paul in 
Romans 10:16, 17 makes it crystal clear how faith is pro¬ 
duced. "But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias 
saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? So then faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” That 
faith is a result of testimony, is proven both by the voice of 
reason and the voice of inspiration. 

D. L. Moody is reported as saying that in his early life 
as a minister, he prayed often that God would give him faith. 
One day he was reading Romans 10:17, “Faith cometh by 
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hearing ... the Word of God.” Suddenly it dawned upon him 
that he had been seeking faith in the wrong way. He now 
realized that God had already told him how to obtain faith. 
Mr. Moody began to search the word of God diligently, read¬ 
ing God’s gracious promises, and striving to accept them. 
As he read what God had done for Abraham, Moses, David, 
and others, his confidence in God increased. He concluded 
that God was the same God now as then. The more he read 
and filled his mind with the evidence of God's faithfulness, the 
greater his confidence grew in the promises of God. Thus his 
faith was increased in complete accord with the way God had 
promised that it should be. 


IV. THE RELATION OF FAITH TO OBEDIENCE 

Many times people are confused about the exact relation 
of faith and obedience. Some feel that there is a conflict 
between the two. However, a more careful study of the 
scriptures will indicate that instead of faith and obedience 
being two separate actions, they are really two parts of one 
whole. 

A. The obedience of faith. Paul frequently uses the 
expression “the obedience of faith”. Speaking of Christ in 
Romans 1:5, Paul says: “By whom we have received grace 
and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all nations 
for his name.” (cf. Romans 16:26) Acts 6:7 says, “And a 
great company of the priests were obedient to the faith.” 
(asv) What is meant by "the obedience of faith”? The 
obedience of faith is the obedience which faith produces, or 
which springs out of faith. Paul is asserting that the gospel 
is to be preached to bring about obedience that is produced by 
faith. 

1. Two kinds of obedience. There are at least two kinds 
of obedience in the world. One is an obedience produced by 
divine faith. The other comes from human reason. One kind 
of obedience is from God. The other is of man. Man may act 
from a number of influences or motives. The principle that 
influences man to act is important. To illustrate, a man may 
be honest in business because it pays. He may not know or 
care that God expects him to be honest. He does it because it 
is good business practice. This would be obedience because 
of human reason. 

Christian obedience may appeal to man’s reason but 
generally does not. There is a reason for this. God desires to 
know whether we obey Him because of faith and love or 
whether we obey for some other motive. In ail ages God has 
chosen certain acts which clearly demonstrate man’s faith in 

42 



FAITH 

God. For example, as far as Eve could see, here was no good 
reason why she should not eat the forbidden fruit. It was 
good for food, it was pleasant to the eyes, and it was desirable 
to make her wise. Therefore, the only motive for not eating 
was that God had said not to eat it. when she ate the fruit it 
was a clear case of disobedience. 

Today, God has required a similar act of obedience to 
test our faith. This is the act of Christian baptism. Many 
people will say, well, I do not see any connection between the 
act of baptism and my acceptance with God. From a rational 
standpoint, this is true. There is no way by human reason to 
explain how baptism is a part of one becoming a Christian, 
except that Chnst says so. Mark 16:16, Jesus says, “He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” Peter in Acts 2:88 
told the 3,000 “repent, and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost” When one submits 
to the act of baptism he does so for the one reason that Christ 
has commanded it. This is a test of his faith in Christ. It is 
a test of his love for Christ. Jesus said, “If you love me, keep 
my commandments.” (Jn. 14:16) It is a test of his obedience 
to Christ. 

B. Obedience is simply faith in action. This is what 
James meant when he said that faith, if it is not expressed 
in obedience or action, is not true faith. Even the demons 
believe that Jesus is, but their faith never results in obed¬ 
ience. (James 2:14-26) He reminds us that Abraham proved 
his faith when through obedience he offered Isaac. Obedience 
is not something a man does in addition or apart from his 
faith, but rather it is his faith in action. A man does not 
have true faith unless it does lead him to obedience. Proper 
understanding of this will also settle any question as to 
whether a man is saved by faith alone or by obedience alone. 
He is saved by both. To illustrate, the question could be asked, 
“Which blade of the scissors does the cutting of the cloth?” 
The truth is that it takes both blades. In order to obtain 
salvation, we must use both the blade of faith and the blade 
of obedience. They can not be separated. 

V. THE BENEFITS OF FAITH 

The importance of faith can not be exaggerated, since it 
is the highest principle in the Christian life. 

A. It is essential in order to receive all of God’s blessings. 
In all ages, God has saved man and blessed him on the prin¬ 
ciple of faith. Ephesians 2:8 says, “By grace have ye been 
saved through faith.” C .race is the one word that summarizes 
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the great principle upon which God blesses man. It is because 
of God’s love and mercy that He extents all of His benefits 
to man through grace. The one possible receptive attitude 
that enables man to receive the blessings of God, is faith. It 
is the key that opens the door to the treasure chest of heaven. 

B. Some specific benefits of faith are'. 

1. It secures salvation for man. Peter speaking of the 
conversion of the Gentiles says, “He (God) made no distinc¬ 
tion between us and them, cleansing their hearts by faith.” 
(Acts 15:9) In Acts 10:43 Peter says, "To him (Jesus) bear 
all the prophets witness, that through his name everyone that 
believeth on Him shall receive remission of sins.” Faith is the 
response of man to the extended salvation of God. 

As stated before, when the scriptures speak of being 
saved by faith, it is understood that that faith is expressend 
in obedience. As proof, Peter in his first epistle, chapter 1, 
verse 22 says, “seeing ye have purified your souls in your 
obedience to the truth unto unfeigned love of the brethren.” 
(cf. Romans 6:17,18) 

2. Faith pleases God. Hebrews 11:6 (asv), “And with¬ 
out faith it is impossible to be well-pleasing unto him; for he 
that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a 
rewarder of them that seek after him." Perhaps the greatest 
insult that man gives to God, is to doubt His word. Jesus 
rebuked His disciples for this weakness more often than 
for any other fault To refuse or fail to trust the promises 
of God, is an insult, to His love, His grace, and His power to 
bless man. The Hebrew writer says it is “impossible” to 
please God without faith. 

3. Faith brings peace to the heart of the Christian. 
Jesus told His sorrowing Apostles, when He was about to 
leave them, “Let not your heart be troubled: believe in God, 
believe also in Me.” (John 14:1) Comfort for their sorrowing 
and fearful hearts would be found in a genuine faith in Christ 
and God. 

Jesus gives the solution for all fear and worry in Matt. 
6:26-34. In simple terms, the solution is a child-like trust in 
the goodness, love, and power of God. Elizabeth Cheney has 
summarized this thought in her poem. 

OVERHEARD IN AN ORCHARD 

Said the Robin to the Sparrow, 

“I should really like to know 

Why these anxious human beings 
Rush about and worry so. 
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Said the Sparrow to the Robin, 

“Friend, I think that it must be 
That they have no heavenly Father 
Such as cares for you and me/’ 

4. Faith not only brings the above benefits but it also 
lifts our minds and vision to see as God sees and to think 
God’s thoughts after Him. Ely V. Zollars states this most 
eloquently. 

It should be noted, in this connection, that faith 
in its various uses covers a very large field. It unlocks 
the door of the past and pulls aside the curtain of 
the future. The knowledge therefore, that it gives us 
is much wider than that which comes through the 
physical sense, and herein man is lifted infinitely 
above the plane of the animal. If we were confined 
in our knowledge to the evidence furnished by these 
senses, our field would be very much circumscribed. 

The natural eye and ear can know but a small world. 
Aided by the microscope and telescope we may have 
a larger world, but still it is very limited, but by the 
eye of faith, we can lay hold of that which we have 
never seen, and can never see with the eye of sense, 
and thus dwell amidst the beauties that never fade 


QUESTIONS — FAITH 

TRUE-FALSE 

- 1. In Hebrews 11:1 faith is defined as “the substance 

of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen.” 

_ 2. Faith comes by a direct revelation from heaven. 

- 3. The New Testament teaches degrees of faith. (See 

Matt. 8:26; 15:28) 

- 4. Demons have no faith in Christ. 

- 5. It is good to have faith but it is not a necessity. 

_ 6. Baptism is a good work a Christian does. 

L EoOan. Er V, n. Grwtf Salmmti**. (Ctadnnati: Tb# Standard PobikWn* Company). 

PUT* »M» 
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_7. Baptism is an act of obedience expressing faith 

in Christ. 

FILL IN THE BLANKS 

1. The term faith is used in what three ways ? 

a.-—- 

b- 

c.--- 

2. Alexander Campbell considered that the words- 

-or- clearly express the meaning 

of the word faith. 

3. A person may obey for two motives. What are they? 


c. - 

4. List three benefits of faith. 


b. 

c. 
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Lesson Six 

REPENTANCE 


L What Is repentance? 

A. Definition of Repentance. 

B. Repentance illustrated. 

IL What repentance ia not. 

A. Repentance should not be confounded with sorrow. 

B. Repentance is also distinct from reformation. 

G Repentance should not be confused with fear. 

III. Motives which lead to repentance. 

A. The goodness or lore of God. 

B. Sorrow for sin. 

G Fear of judgment. 

IV. Restitution and its relationship to repentance. 

V. The necessity of repentance. 

A. Repentance, necessary to the alien sinner. 

B. Repentance is also essential for the Christi an . 

VI. Some hindrances to repentance. 

A. The natural pride of the heart, hinders repentance. 

B. The influence of sinful corrupt desires is another 
hindfiDOB* 

G Procrastination is one of the greatest hindrances to 
repentance. 
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The call to repentance appears early in the Bible. Peter 
calls Noah “a preacher of righteousness (II Peter 2:6). 
Though not directly stated, Noah surely preached repentance 
to the people of his day in an effort to save them from the 
flood. 

The prophets were continually pleading with Israel to 
repent of their sins and turn to God (Joel 2:12-14; Ezekiel 
33:11). John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness 
of Judea “Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
(Matthew 3:2). When Jesus began His earthly ministry. He 
came into Galilee preaching the Gospel of God and saying, 
‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: 
Repent ye, and believe the gospel”. (Mark 1:15) 

The message of God is the same in the Christian age. 
On Pentecost the apostle Peter commanded the people to 
repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus in order to 
receive the remission of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
(Acts 2:38) 

In Jesus' message to the seven churches of Asia (Revela¬ 
tion 2 and 8), he stressed the doctrine of repentance. Eight 
times in these two chapters, he uses the words repent or 
repentance. Repentance was a prime need in Bible times. It 
is even more needful today for those inside as well as outside 
the Church of our Lord. 

I. WHAT IS REPENTANCE T 

A. Definition of Repentance. The Greek word translated 
repentance in the New Testament is “Metanoia”. This term 
means “to have another mind” or “To change the mind.” 
The person who repents changes his mind with regard to 
sin. It is equivalent to the Old Testament word “turn”. Thay¬ 
er’s definition of “Metanoia” is: “To change one's mind for 
the better, heartily to amend with abhorrence of one’s past 
sins.” (Thayer’s Greek Lexicon, p. 405.) 

Professor J. W. McGarvey defined repentance as: “Re¬ 
pentance is a change of will (or mind) caused by a sorrow 
for sin and leading to a reformation of life.” (Commentary 
on Acts, page 61). 

In these definitions should be noted these three steps: 
(a) Repentance is a change of the mind or will; (b) this 
change is produced by a sorrow for sins; (c) and leads to a 
change in conduct and life. 

B. Repentance illustrated. True repentance is illustrated 
in the Corinthian church as seen in II Corinthians 7. Paul 

had robulcod thorn aovoroly for thoir oina in tho I Corinthian 

letter. He later wrote in II Corinthians 7:8-9 that he rejoiced, 
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not that they were made sorry by his admonishing but rather 
“that ye were made sorry unto repentance.” He continues, 
“For godly sorrow worketh repentance (or leads to repen¬ 
tance) unto salvation. . . .” Godly sorrow had preceded and 
led to their repentance or change of mind. Salvation had 
followed and was a result of their repentance. 

The story of the prodigal son or lost boy in Luke 15 is 
a good illustration of repentance. The young man’s sin is seen 
in his willful rejection of his Father’s authority and home. 
This willfulness led him into a far country. Here he “wasted 
his substance with riotous living” (Luke 15:18). We see the 
depth of his sin when through lack of money, friends, and 
food, he stooped to the position of feeding swine. 

His repentance began when he came to the true realiza¬ 
tion of his position. Jesus said “when he came to himself’ 
(Luke 15:17). This would indicate that a man in sin is out 
of his mind! He is not thinking clearly. The young man 
realized that he had made a mess of his life and that he was 
lower than the lowest servant in his father's house. This 
brought him to the first step toward repentance, that is a 
sorrow for sin. The sorrow for sin led to new resolutions. He 
said “I will arise and go to my father" (Luke 15:18). He had 
changed his mind about sin. He now had rejected it and was 
sorry for it and realized the awful price he paid for the 
pleasure of sinning for a season. He changed his mind about 
his father and the father’s house. This is the second phase 
toward repentance. 

In order for his repentance to be complete, however, 
there must be a “change” and “reformation” of life. The 

n man could have sat there in the hog pen for the rest of 
'e with his sorrow and his new resolution and never 
truly repented. His repentance was complete, when Jesus 
says “and he arose and came to his father” (Luke 15:20). 

Here we see illustrated in this story the three elements of 
repentance: a change of mind caused by a sorrow for sin 
which in turn led to a reformation of life. 


IL WHAT REPENTANCE IS NOT 

Having seen by definition and illustration what repen¬ 
tance is, we now turn to the negative side to further under¬ 
stand repentance by showing what it is not, 

A. Repentance should not he confounded with sorrow . 
Paul clearly states, “That godly sorrow worketh repentance 
to salvation. . . .” (II Cor. 7:10). Again he says “Now I 
rejoice, not that y® woro made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to 
repentance” (II Cor. 7:9). A sorrow for sin is a definite 
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antecedent or motive that leads to repentance, but it in itself 
is not repentance. They are related like cause and effect. The 
effect is the change of mind, the cause is the sorrow for sin. 
One may be sorry for the consequences of sin without being 
sorry for the sin itself. Most prisoners are sorry for tiieir 
sins—sorry they were caught! Only when one is genuinely 
sorry for the sin itself, regardless of the consequences, will 
this sorrow lead to a forsaking of the sin. 

B. Repentance is also distinct from reformation. In 
Matthew 3:8, John told the Pharisees “Bring forth therefore 
fruit worthy of repentance.” He was calling on them to show 
by their changed life and righteous deeds, that they had truly 
repented. This reformation of life is a result of repentance, 
not the repentance itself. It would be possible for a man to 
reform or even quit doing some evil things, without repenting 
of them. A man may quit drinking to keep from dying without 
truly repenting of the sin of drunkenness. Circumstances may 
lead a man to change his actions when there has been no true 
change of mind in respect to the sinful life. Reformation then, 
is the fruit of repentance. 

C. Repentance should not be confused with fear. It is 
true that fear of judgment is one motive that- leads to re¬ 
pentance. Fear alone, however, is not repentance. 

When Paul preached to Felix, in Acts 24:25, he reasoned 
of righteousness and self-control and the judgment to come. 
When Felix heard Paul describe righteousness, which he, 
Felix, did not have, self-control, which he did not exercise, 
and the judgment, for which he was not prepared, he was 
terrified. He answered, “Go thy way for this time; and when 
I have a convenient season, I will call thee unto me” (Acts 
24:25). After Paul had left, and his fear had subsided, Felix 
gave no evidence of a change of mind or a reformation of life. 
Many men thinking they were dying have fearfully and tear¬ 
fully claimed to have repented, but upon recovery, very few 
ever exhibit a life that would indicate they had repented. Fear 
is not repentance. 

HI. MOTIVES WHICH LEAD TO REPENTANCE 

The scriptures teach that there are certain motives, 
“activating forces,” that move a person to repentance. The 
first and perhaps the most important motive that leads a per¬ 
son to repentance is: 

A. The goodness or love of God. Paul writes in Romans 
2:4 “Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and for- 

booronoe and longouffcring, not knowing that the goodness 
of God leadeth thee to repentance?” John reminds us in I 

60 


REPENTANCE 

John 4:19 "We love him, because he first loved us.” The 
greatest motivating power in the world is love. It was love 
that sent Jesus to earth to make possible man’s salvation. 
When a man fully understands the love of God and of Christ, 
that was demonstrated at Calvary, this becomes the moving 
force to bring him to repentance. 

B. Sorrow for sin. We learn from II Cor. 7:10 “For 
godly sorrow worketh repentance unto salvation, a repentance 
which bringeth no regret: but the sorrow of the world worketh 
death.” When a man realizes how sin hurts God, his loved 
ones, and friends; when he recognizes what sin does to him— 
he’s sorry! This leads him to repent 

Paul reminds us also in this scripture, that there are two 
kinds of sorrow: one godly, and the other worldly. The former 
brings salvation but the latter brings death. 

Peter and Judas illustrate these two kinds of sorrow. 
Both men had sinned against their Master. When Peter fully 
realized his sin by the look of the Master and the crowing 
of the cock, the Bible says “He went out, and wept bitterly” 
(Matt. 26:75). However, on the resurrection morning, Peter 
was the first Apostle to enter the empty tomb. For the rest 
of his life, he continued to follow the steps of the Master. 
His change of mind was genuine because it lead to a change 
in his life. He came humbly back to the Master. There Christ 
forgave him and sent him out to preach. 

Judas betrayed the Master. However, by morning, he 
realized the gravity of his action. The Bible says that he 
repented himself and brought back the 80 pieces of silver to 
the chief priests and said, "I have sinned in that I betrayed 
innocent blood.” (Matt 27:4). We can see from this that 
Judas had changed his mind. It would certainly indicate a 
sorrow for his sin. His repentance, though, was not genuine. 
The word for the repentance of Judas is not "Metanoia”. It 
is another Greek word, "Metamelomai,” which signifies a 
feeling of concern or regret. This feeling of regret may result 
in repentance or it may degenerate into mere remorse. Judas 
was sorry for what was happening to the Master. He evi¬ 
dently had not planned for Him to be condemned. He was 
sorry that his plans had gone awry. He does not seem to have 
been sorry for the sin itself, because he did not return to the 
Master to obtain forgiveness and salvation, but he obtained 
a rope and hanged himself. 

Peter had a godly sorrow for sin. It brought him salva¬ 
tion. Judas’ sorrow was a worldly sort that led to death. 

C. Fear of judgment. When Paul addressed the philoso¬ 
phers on Mars Hill in Athena, he reminded thorn that before 
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Christ came, God had overlooked their ignorance, but now that 
Christ had come and salvation was available to all men, he 
said that God “Commandeth all men every where to repent” 
(Acts 17:30, KJ). The motive that he gives to move them to 
repentance is the prospect of the judgment of God. He said, 
“Inasmuch as he hath appointed a day in which he will judge 
the world in righteousness by the man whom he hath or¬ 
dained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in 
that he hath raised him from the dead" (Acts 17:31). The 
fear of judgment is not really the highest motive for re¬ 
pentance but sometimes it is very effecive. Often the heart 
becomes so encrusted with sin that it takes the heavy artillery 
of God’s judgment to blast it away so that the love of God 
may reach the heart. 

It is likely in most cases that God uses all three motives 
to bring man to repentance. 

IV. RESTITUTION AND ITS RELATIONSHIP 
TO REPENTANCE 


Restitution is the act of making amends for the wrongs 
one has done. The Bible indicates that once a man has re¬ 
pented that he should try to correct or amend as far as 
humanly possible the wrong he has done. 

John told the Pharisees, who came to hear him preach 
to “bring forth therefore fruit worthy of repentance" (Matt. 
3:8). John insisted that there must be some evidence or 
“fruit" that would indicate a change in thinking and action. 
(See Acts 26:20) 

Zacchaeus understood this principle of restitution. After 
his encounter with the Master, he said “Behold, Lord, the 
half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have wrongfully 
exacted aught of any man, I restore fourfold" (Luke 19:8). 
When Jeaus heard this and saw the evidence of repentance 
he said “Today is salvation come to this house, forasmuch as 
he also is a son of Abraham” (Luke 19:9). 

Some years ago a man lived" in my home community, who 
was prone to petty larceny. He would pick up a neighbors 
shovel or rake, or a window pane that he needed. He stole 
nothing major, but yet he was guilty of stealing. 

During a revival he yielded his life to the Lord. The 
scoffing unbelievers in the community made great sport of 
his actions next day. They gleefully told how that he spent 
most of the day carrying back hoes, shovels, window panes, 
etc., to his neighbors. They thought this to be very funny. It 

should be noted, however, that no one questioned the repen¬ 

tance of the new convert. One shovel earned back, in an effort 
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to amend one's past sins would be more eloquent testimony to 
the genuineness of his repentance than a dozen sermons would. 

V. THE NECESSITY OF REPENTANCE 

When Jesus gave the Great Commission, He said that 
"repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His 
name unto all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem." (Luke 
24:47). Jesus told the Jews "Except ye repent, ye shall all in 
like manner perish” (Luke 13:3). Paul informed the philoso¬ 
phers of Athens that God at one time had overlooked their 
ignorance and idolatry, “but now he commandeth all men 
that they should all everywhere repent" (Acts 17:30). Re¬ 
pentance is so important that it is one of the primary acta 
which stands between man and destruction. One of the reasons 
for God's long suffering and patience with man is that He is 
not willing that any should perish, but that all repent and 
be saved. (II Peter 3:9). 

A. Repentance, Necessary to the alien sinner. The great 
purpose of the Gospel is to save man from sin, but before it 
will save him, his heart must be purified from sin. Acts 2:38 
tells us that this is accomplished when individuals responding 
from faith, repent and forsake sin and are baptized into 
Christ God has onlv promised to forgive man when he is 
willing to repent ana forsake his sins. Before an alien sinner 
can claim the promise of salvation he must, through faith, 
repent and obey the Gospel. Peter confirms this in I Peter 
1:22, where he states that souls are purified through "obed¬ 
ience to the truth.” 

B. Repentance is also essential for the Christian. What 
does a Christian do to obtain forgiveness of sin after he has 
come into Christ? Peter answers this question in the 8th 
chapter of Acts. Simon had believed in Christ and had been 
baptized into Christ. However, temptation became too strong 
for him and he sinned. After rebuking him severely, for his 
sin, Peter tells him how to obtain forgiveness. He said, "Re¬ 
pent, therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray the Lord, if 
perhaps the thought of thy heart shall be forgiven thee” 
(Acts 8:22). Two steps then are necessary: repentance and a 
prayer for forgiveness. It is evident that to pray without 
repentance would be a useless exercise. But prayer, coupled 
with repentance will save from sin. 

VI. SOME HINDRANCES TO REPENTANCE 

A. The natural pride rtf the heart, hinders repentance. 
Stephen severely rebuked the Sanhedrin just before they 
stoned him by saying. "Ye stiffnecked and undrcumclsed in 
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heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Spirit: as your 
fathers did, so do ye” (Acts 7:51). Man is naturally proud. 
It is difficult for any man to acknowledge that he has 
sinned or done wrong. Pride prompts one to cling to things 
that are wrong rather than admitting his sin and weakness. 
It takes true moral heroism to humbly admit wrongs and 
forsake them. Humility is truly a priceless virtue! Jesus said, 
“Except ye turn and become as little chlidren, ye shall in no 
wise enter into the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 18:3). It 
took considerable humility for the prodigal to “swallow his 
pride”, go back home, and admit to his father and his older 
brother, that he had sinned. Many will be lost in eternity 
because pride hindered their repentance. 

B. The influence of sinful corrupt desires is another 
hindrance. 

The necessary consequence of repentance, involv¬ 
ing the giving up of sensual gratifications, appetites, 
sordid pleasures, lust, gross forms of sin, all must 
be subdued or given up. Here is a surrender many 
can not make. The drunkard may weep over his sin, 
yet his burning appetite keeps him from the deliber¬ 
ate purpose to abandon his habits of dissipation. 
Sorrow suggests repentance, but appetite makes a 
powerful counter appeal, and the man hesitates and 
is lost* 

C. Procrastination is one of the greatest hindrances to 
repentance. Many people come to the end of life with out 
repentance not because they intended to but like Felix, were 
always looking for a convenient season. The scriptures cry 
out against this, as they remind us that today is the day of 
salvation. Heaven is too wonderful, hell is too awful, and 
eternity is too long to put off repentance. 


QUESTIONS - REPENTANCE 

FILL IN THE BLANKS 

1. Write McGarvey’s definition of Repentance. 


1. ZoOu*. Dr V„ TW Oml (Clnd M ,lt, T%m 8t»»d.r4 r.bJWM*. 

111 ). 
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2. Sorrow is to Repentance what 


is to 


8. _is the fruit or result of repentance. 

4. List Three (3) hindrances to repentance. 

a. _ 


5. Paul lists two (2) kinds of sorrow in II Corinthians 7:10. 

They are:_and_ 

6. Peter states that a Christian is to - and 

-In order to receive forgiveness. (Acte 

8 : 22 ) 


TRUE-FALSE 

- 1. A good definition for repentance is "a sorrow 

for sin.” 

- 2. Restitution means to make amends for one's 

wrongs. 

- 8. In the Bible, love of God is the only motive for 

repentance. 

- 4. Humility is not needed in order to repent. 

-5. Jeremiah indicates that repentance was the chief 

message of the prophets. (Jeremiah 25:4, 5) 
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Lesson Seven 
BAPTISM 


I. The authority for baptism. 

Q. The method or action of baptism 

A. Plain statement* of Scripture 

1. Water 

2. Much water 

3. Going to the water 

4. Going down into the water 

5. Coming up out of the water 

B. The symbolism of baptism 

1. Baptism is a picture of a burial and a resurrection 

2. Baptism, a picture of a birth 

C. The meaning of the Greek word. 

HI. The person to be baptised 

A. A person must be a beliver In Christ 

B. A person is not only to be a believer but he should 
be a penitent believer. 

C. Though not specifically commanded, there seems to 
have been a public confession of Christ preceding 
baptism in the New Testament. 

IV. The Proper purpose for baptism 

A. In order to be saved 

B. For the remission of sins 

C. For washing away of ain 

D. Baptism into Christ 



BAPTISM 

Jesus said, “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man 
give in exchange for his soul?” (Matt. 16:26). Any subject 
that relates to the salvation of one’s soul is an important sub¬ 
ject, and needs careful study. Since Jesus said, “He that be- 
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved,” (Mark 16:16) baptism 
in water is such a subject. 

Jesus considered baptism important enough to walk some 
60 to 70 miles from Nazareth to be baptized by John in the 
Jordan River to set us an example. In eight clear examples 
of conversion in the book of Acts, baptism is specifically men¬ 
tioned. Certainly our Lord and the Apostles believed this to 
be a vital part of obedience. We must consider it significant 
also. 

Our aim in this lesson is to study the teaching of the 
New Testament concerning baptism. We will try to answer 
these questions: (1) Who commanded the act of baptism? 
(2) What is the method or action of baptism? (8) Who is to 
be baptized? (4) What is the purpose of baptism? 

I. THE AUTHORITY FOR BAPTISM 

One way of determining the importance of any act or 
doctrine, is by the source of authority for it. After JesUs’ 
resurrection, He gave the Apostles the Great Commission. 
He said, “Go ye therefore and make disciples of (or teach) 
all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 28:19, 20). The 
command came from the Lord Jesus and was to be done in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

The expression, “in the name of . . usually means 

X the authority of. . . .” When a policeman arrests a 
nal “In the name of the law” he means “by the authority 
of the law.” The act of baptism was authorized by the heavenly 
Father, the Lord Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. There can be no 
higher authority than this. 

In Acts 2:38, Peter commanded baptism “in the name 
of Jesus Christ." Since God has delegated all authority to 
Jesus, during this age (Matt. 28:18), it would not be neces¬ 
sary to repeat each time, the name of the Father, and the 
Holy Spirit, because to do it in the name of Jesus would be 
doing it by the authority of all three. 

IL THE METHOD OR ACTION OF BAPTISM 

In this present time, there has been much discussion re¬ 
garding the proper form or action of baptism. What is done, 
physically speaking, when one Is baptized T This question can 
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be easily answered by the New Testament. We shall use three 
lines of evidence in determining the action of baptism. 

A. Plain statements of Scripture. The Bible was written 
so that ordinary people could understand it. God desires that 
everyone be saved. The things that a man needs to do to be 
saved are written in simple language. Let us examine the 
Scriptures to see what baptism is. 

The Bible teaches that the act of baptism requires: 

1. Water. (Acts 10:46f, 47). “Then Peter answered. Can 
any man forbid the water, that these should not be baptized?” 
Matthew 8:18 records that Jesus came to the Jordan river to 
be baptized by John. Water then is essential to the act of 
baptism. 

2. Much water. (John 3:23). “And John also was baptiz¬ 
ing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water 
there: and they came, and were baptized.” It does not say 
John was preaching there because there was “much water", 
but rather he was baptizing there because there was “much 
water.” Baptism then requires much water. 

3. Going to the water. Invariably the person to be bap¬ 
tized in the New Testament went to the water. It never 
mentions water being brought to the candidate. It is recorded 
of John’s baptism, that they “went out unto him, Jerusalem, 
and all Judea, and all the regions round about the Jordan; 
and they were baptized of him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins.” (Matt. 3:5,6, cf. Acts 8:36). 

4. Going down into the water. The Bible teaches that 
people not only went to the water but they went down into it. 
In Acts 8 :S8 it says concerning Philip and the Eunuch, “And 
they both went down into the water, both Philip and the 
Eunuch; and he baptized him.” This was an act requiring 
both the person being baptized and the person doing the 
baptizing to be in the water. 

6. Coming up out of the water. Mark states that after 
Jesus was baptized, when He was “coming up out of the 
water, he saw the heavens rent asunder, and the Spirit as a 
dove descending upon him” (Mark 1:10). Luke writes, in 
Acts 8:39 “And when they (Philip and the Eunuch) came 
up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away 
Philip; and the Eunuch saw him no more, for he went on 
his way rejoicing.” 

From the New Testament one would conclude that bap¬ 
tism was an act that took much water, the candidate went 
to the water, went down into it, along with the administrator 
and then came up out of it. All these requirements would be 
uoolcoo if the act uf baptism required oniy a lew drops or 
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water placed on the candidate’s head. The act of immersion, 
however, requires all these conditions. The Scriptures then 
definitely point toward immersion in water as being New 
Testament baptism. 

B. The symbolism of baptism. Since man lives in a physi¬ 
cal world, God has given physical acts or ordinances to teach 
him spiritual truth. This is true of baptism. Baptism is not 
just a physical act. It is an act filled with spiritual meaning. 

1. Baptism is a picture of a burial and a resurrection. 
In Romans 6:1-5, we read of this great spiritual meaning. 

Baptism is actually a drama which portrays two signifi¬ 
cant acts. Paul says “all we who were baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into His death? We were buried there¬ 
fore with Him through Baptism into death: that like as 
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, so we also might walk in newness of life.” (Romans 
6:3, 4). The death, burial, and resurrection of Christ for the 
sins of man is the greatest event in all history. God desired 
that man should never forget this, therefore he gave the act 
of baptism. Whenever one sees the act of baptism, he should 

see first of all Christ dying on the cross, being buried in 
Joseph’s tomb, and being raised again on the third day. 
This reminds the Christian contantly that Jesus loved him 
and gave His life for him. 

A second picture that one sees in baptism is that of the 
individual who has died to sin through faith and repentance, 
being now buried in the watery grave of baptism. The old 
man of sin having been crucified, is now buried and separated 
from the penitent believer. Baptism is the burial ceremony 
for the old man of sin—this person is baptized into Christ, he 
is joined to Him, united with Him, then, he is raised a new 
man in Christ, to walk in a “newness” or new way of life. 

No action, except immersion, carries all this rich sym¬ 
bolic meaning. Baptism is intended to glorify Christ by 
constantly reminding us of His sacrifice and resurrection. 
To change baptism from immersion, not onlv departs from the 
plain teaching of the scripture but robs Christ of the honor 
which is due Him. 

Professor J. W. McGarvey, writing concerning this, said: 

When I was in Palestine, if I could have found 
beyond all doubt the very sepulchre of Joseph, in 
which the Saviour was laid away, where he lay so 
still until the resurrection morning, I would have 
prized the sight of it above all that I saw. I would 
have been glad to go in and to stretch myself on 
the same bare rock floor, to have some friend roll 
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a stone to the mouth of it, that I might realize by 
imagination my Saviour's burial. We can not do that; 
we are not permitted to do it; but in this ordinance 
of baptism we are allowed to do the next thing to 
it. Laid down in a watery grave in obedience to His 
command, we allow the water to close above our 
heads, and then, as though we were dead, we are 
lifted by the strong arm of the servant of God out of 
that cold grave and we start to walk in a new life as 
He started to walk in a new one when he arose from 
the dead. (Cowden—Christian Worship, pp. 220-21) 

2. Baptism, a picture of a birth. Jesus, in John 3:5, told 
Nicodemus, “Except one be bom of water and the Spirit, he 
can not enter into the kingdom of God.” The scriptures teach 
that a Christian is a new creature. “Wherefore if any man 
is in Christ, he is a new creature: the old things are passed 
away; behold, they are become new.” (II Cor. 5:17). The 
act of Baptism graphically conveys this meaning. Paul refers 
to baptism as the "washing of regeneration,” or “cleansing 
(bath) of the new birth” (Titus 3:5, Amplified). 

The Christian is begotten or conceived by the Spirit 
through the Word of God, and is bom of water. In the act 
of immersion this picture of a birth is quite clear. 

C. The meaning of the Greek word. The Greek language, 
which is the original language of the New Testament, was 
very precise and accurate. A word was seldom used to convey 
more than one meaning. This is true in the case of the word 
that is translated baptism. The Greek is “baptizo”. It means 
“to dip, immerse or plunge.” This is not denied by any serious 
student of the word. 

If Jesus had wanted to say pour, He would have used 
the word “ekeheo.” It meant to “pour out.” Had Jesus desired 
to say sprinkle, He would have used the word “rantizo,” 
which means “to sprinkle.” It is evident that Jesus meant to 
command immersion because without exception He and the 
Apostles used the word “baptizo,” which means “immerse.” 

From our study we have found that the plain statements 
of scripture, regarding the act of baptism, the symbolism 
embodied in the act and the Greek word, which Christ used, 
all indicate that baptism is an immersion in water. 

HL THE PERSON TO BE BAPTIZED 

The next question to be considered is, who is the proper 
subject for baptism? What kind of person is to be baptized? 
Not every person is ready to be baptized. There are certain 
pre-requiaites to the act of baptism. 
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A. A Person must be a believer in Christ. Jesus said, 
“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." (Mark 
16:16). In Acts 18:8 we read, “And many of the Corinthians 
hearing believed, and were baptized." There is no command¬ 
ment to baptize those who are too young to believe or who 
are not capable of believing. The Scripture further teaches 
that those to be baptized must be teachable. In the Great Com¬ 
mission, Jesus said, “Go ye therefore and teach all nations, 
baptizing them. . . (Matt 28:19). The New Testament 
teaches that a person must be a believer in Christ before 
he can be baptized. 

B. A person is not only to be a believer but he should 
be a penitent believer. Repentance is also required before 
baptism. Peter told the 3,000 on Pentecost, who through faith 
asked him what they must do to be saved, “Repent ye and be 
baptized everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto 
the remission of your sins. . . ." (Acts 2:38). The one who 
has not sinned has nothing of which to repent and is there¬ 
fore not to be baptized. Neither is one who has sinned and will 
not repent a proper subject for baptism. Romans 6 teaches 
that baptism is a burial in water of one who has died to sin. 
It is evident that before one can be scripturally baptized, he 
must have, through faith in Christ, and repentance from sin, 
died to sin, before he is to be buried with his Lord in baptism. 
The candidate for baptism must have repented of his sins. 

C. Though not specifically commanded, there seems to 
have been a public confession of Christ preceding baptism in 
the New Testament. This is indicated in the case of the 
Eunuch in Acta 8:37. Paul seems to imuly this in Romans 
10:10 when he says, “For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation." 

The New Testament teaches that the person to be bap¬ 
tized is to be a penitent believer in Christ as the Son of God. 

IV. THE PROPER PURPOSE FOR BAPTISM 

The next logical question is, why should one be baptized? 
Of what value is it to the believer? In order to answer this, 
we need to find out what purpose Jesus gave to it Different 
religious groups teach widely varying opinions regarding the 
purpose of baptism. One group says that baptism has nothing 
to do with a person’s salvation. After he is saved he is bap¬ 
tized because he is saved. They teach that it is utter 
irony to baptize a person in order that he may be saved—in 
other words, before he Is saved. Another group tenches thnt 
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baptism alone, if administered by the proper person, will 
save an individual. 

It is evident that both views can not be correct. It is 
possible that neither are. Christ gave the commandment for 
baptism. He alone is qualified to state the purpose. 

Jesus and the Apostles commanded baptism for these 
reasons: 

A. In order to be saved. Mark 16:16, “He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved; but he that disbelieveth shall 
be condemned.” Jesus says that one is to be baptized in order 
to be saved. Peter repeats this thought when he tells how 
Noah and his family were saved during the flood by water. 
He continues, "The like figure where unto even baptism doth 
also rune save us (not the putting away of the filth of the 
flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God.) by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ" (I Peter 3:21, KJ). 

B. For the remission of sins. When the 3,000 on Pente¬ 
cost asked what they should do to be saved, Peter seeing 
their faith in Christ replied, “. . . Repent ye, and be bap¬ 
tized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the 
re m ission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit." 

Peter was an Apostle. A few hours before this Christ 
had sent from heaven the Holy Spirit to guide him. When he 
gave the above instructions, he was speaking as an inspired 
Apostle and as God’s spokesman, revealing to man God’s 
requirements for salvation. 

Jesus had also told Peter that He would give to him the 
keys of the Kingdom of Heaven; "And whatsoever thou ahalt 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou 
shalt loose on earth shal Ibe loosed in heaven” (Matt. 16:19). 
Peter’s statement in Acta 2:38 came directly from the throne 
of God. When Peter said that baptism, coupled with faith 
and repentance, would obtain the remission of sins, one can 
not—dare not—doubt it I 

C. For washing away of sin. When Jesus appeared to 
Paul on the road to Damascus, He did not tell him what to do 
to be saved. When Paul asked what he should do, Jesus 
replied, "Arise, and go into Damascus; and there it shall be 
told thee of all things which are appointed for thee to do" 
(Acts 22:10). When Ananias came he said to Saul "And now 
why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy 
sins, calling on his name" (Acts 22:16). Paul believed in Jesus 
when he saw Him on the road. He had spent three days in 
penitent prayer and yet his sins were still with him. Ananias 
told Him that he lacked one thing. That was baptism. Baptism 
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alone will not take away sin, but Jesus and the Apostles 
clearly state that when it is preceded by faith in Christ and 
repentance of sin, that it does procure for the penitent believer 
God’s forgiveness. 

D. Baptism into Christ. Paul told the Romans, “Know 
ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ 
were baptized into his death?” (Romans 6:3. kj). He told 
the Galatians, “For ye are all the children of God by faith 
in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized 
into Christ have put on Christ.” (GalatianB 3:26, 87. KJ). 
Baptism then is into Christ. 

This is a meaningful statement. The New Testament 
teaches that redemption is in Christ, (Romans 3:24) ; there 
is no condemnation in Christ, (Romans 8 :1) ; there is con¬ 
solation in Christ (Phil. 2:1). The Bible also teaches that all 
will be made alive in the resurrection morning in Christ, 
(I Cor. 16:22) and that if any man is in Christ, he is a new 
creature (II Cor. 5:17). All these blessings are promised to 
those in Christ. The New Testament states that in order to 
get into Christ, that we must be baptized into Him. One can 
not be saved outside of Him! 

It is clear that salvation comes after, not before the act 
of baptism. It is also clear that baptism alone will not save 
a person. But the New Testament teaches that when a person 
who trully believes in Christ and genuinely repents of sin, he is 
then to be baptized into Christ for the remission of his sins. 

Professor F. F. Bruce states, “The idea of an unbaptized 
Christian is simply not entertained in the New Testament” 


QUESTIONS — BAPTISM 

MATCHING: 

- 1. “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.” 

.- 2. “And Jesu9, when he was baptized, went up 

straightway out of the water.” 

- 3. “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” 

_4. “Buried with him in baptism." 

_ 5. “The like figure whereunto even baptism doth 

also now save us.” 
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_ 6. “And when they were come up out of the water, the 

Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip.” 

_ 7. “And many of the Corinthians hearing believed, 

and were baptised.” 

_ 8. “Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins.” 

_ 9. “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 

them . . 

I Pet 3:21 d. Mark 16:16 g. Acta 22:16 

Rom. 6:4 e. Acts 18:8 h. Acts 2:38 

Acts 8:39 f. Matt. 3:16 i. Matt. 28:19 


COMPLETE: 

1. Baptism is a symbol or picture of what? 


2. Why is an infant not a proper subject for baptism?. 


3. List four (4) blessings promised to those in Christ, 


c. 

d. 
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Lesson Eight 

THE LORD'S SUPPER 


I. The Lord’s Sapper given. 

A. The occasion. 

B. The elements used. 

1. The bread. 

2. The fruit of the vine. 


II. The names. 

A. Breaking of Bread. 

B. Table of the Lord. 

C The Lord’s Supper. 

D. The Communion. 

IIL When to partake. 

A. Plain Scriptural examples. 

1. Stated meeting. 

2. Stated purpose. 

B. Weekly communion taught by implication. 

C. Argument from type. 

D. Testimonies of the Church Fathers. 


IV. The Significance of the Lord’s Supper. 

A. A memorial of Christ’s death. 

B. A proclamation. 


In our nation’s Capital, the Washington Monument 
reaches high into the sky, in memory of the first President 
of the United States. In the same city, the Lincoln Memorial 
stands in honor of another great President. A few miles away 
in Virginia is the tomb of the Unknown Soldier, built in 
Arlington Cemetery. It is placed there in memory of those 
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unknown military men who gave their lives in their country’s 
service. These are the ways that man erects monuments so 
that those who pass by may call to mind the one in whose 
honor it was built. 

All such memorials eventually crumble or decay. When 
Jesus Christ determined to leave a monument to His name, 
He gave one that would stand as long as the earth remains. 
That memorial is the Lord's Supper. 

When man builds memorials, he likes to secure rare and 
expensive metals and stones. Jesus, in choosing the elements 
for His memorial, chose very common materials: bread and 
grape juice. Wheat and grapes will grow in almost every part 
of the world. Jesus' memorial can be observed around the 
world. 

Man builds his memorials out of the most durable mate¬ 
rials he can find. Christ, on the other hand, chose very fragile 
and perishable materials. Bread will quickly mold and dry up. 
Grape juice, left for a short time, will sour and spoil. This 
indicates that Jesus did not expect His monument to last be¬ 
cause of the substance of which it was made. Rather He knew 
that the permanence of His memorial would depend on the 
love of God in the hearts of His people. 

L THE LORD’S SUPPER GIVEN 

A. The Occasion, The occasion that Jesus chose to insti¬ 
tute the Lord’s Supper was the annual Passover Feast of the 
Jews. Since it was the last Passover before Jesus’ death. He 
especially wanted to eat this feast with His apostles. (Luke 
22:15, 16). During the Passover meal, there were four cups 
of wine which they drank ceremonially. Following one of these, 
presumably the third cup, (cf. Luke 22:17 and I Cor. 10:16) 
was the time Jesus chose to give the Lord’s Supper. 

Compared to the elaborate Passover Feast, the new insti¬ 
tution was very simple. Jesus took bread and gave t hanks ; 
broke it and gave to the Apostles saying, “this is my body 
which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me” (Luke 
22:19). When they had eaten the bread, Jesus took a cup 
containing the fruit of the vine, gave thanks, and gave it to 
them saying, “Drink ye all of it; for this is my blood of the 
covenant which is shed for many unto remission of sins” 
(Matt. 26:27,28). 

B. The elements used. 

1. The bread. The bread which Jesus used in the Lord’s 
Supper was presumably the unleavened bread of the Passover 
Feast. The day before the Passover began, every Jewish fam¬ 
ily would dispose of all leaven in their homes. For seven days 

66 



THE LORD’S SUPPER 

they would eat only unleavened bread. (Deut. 16:3, 4). This 
was to remind them of their hasty departure from Egypt 
(Exodus 12:89). There is no indication that Jesus brought 
any other bread with Him. The concept that leaven represents 
evil is another point of evidence in favor of unleavened bread, 
(cf. I Cor. 6:6-8). „ „ 

2. The fruit of the vine. The second part of the Lord's 
Supper is referred to as the “cup” or “fruit of the vine.” (Mk. 
14:28, 25; Matt. 26:27, 29). The term fruit of the vine refers 
to grape juice. God had referred to grape juice as the “blood 
of the grape” (Deut. 32:14). It is significant that Jesus chose 
the “blood of the grape” to picture the “blood of the covenant,” 
our Saviour’s blood. 

Whether the cup contained fermented or unfermented 
grape juice is a debated question. Some authorities maintain 
that it was fermented, arguing that the Jews could not have 
kept the grape juice sweet since the fall harvest. Others con¬ 
tend that it could have been unfermented since the ancients 
did have ways of keeping it unfermented for as long as a year. 
Since Jesus did not specify either fermented or unfermented 
grape juice, the church is not bound to either. Today with the 
many ways of preserving, unfermented juice certainly is more 
fitting and in keeping with the total meaning of the Lord’s 
Supper. 1 

EL THE NAMES 

A. Breaking of Bread. The most frequently used term in 
the New Testament for this Christian Feast is the Breaking 
of Bread. In Acts 20:7 it speaks of the disciples coining to¬ 
gether on the first day of the week “to Break Bread.” Acts 
2:42 states that the early Church “continued stedfastly in the 
Apostles teaching and fellowship and in the Breaking of Bread 
and theprayers.” This expression is also used in I Corinthians 
10:16. This description of the Lord’s Supper seems to be taken 


11, record that Jesus took the bread, gave thanks for it and 
broke it saving, “Take eat, this is My body." The following 
day when the body of Jesus was cut and pierced, the Apostles 
received a graphic picture of what Christ meant. How sacred 
was the hour when the disciples would “break” the loaf In 
memory of the Lord’s broken body! 

B. Table of the Lord. Paul reminds the Corinthians “Ye 
can not partake of the Table of the Lord, and of the table of 
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demons” (I Cor. 10:21 asv). This name reminds us that the 
Table belongs to Christ. He gave it in the first place, He is 
also the host at every meal. Jesus gave His Apostles the pre¬ 
cious promise that “where two or three are gathered together 
in my name, there am I in the midst of them” (Matt. 18:20). 
This is true at all gatherings of the Church. It is significantly 
so when the Table is spread. 

This sublime truth needs emphasizing today. One church, 
in order to stress this thought, did this. They moved the Com¬ 
munion table out from the pulpit, far enough to place a chair 
between the table and the pulpit. The Elders sat at each end 
but the chair behind the table was always vacant This was a 
silent reminder that Christ, the host, was present at the meal. 

C. The Lord’s Supper. The Lord’s Supper is perhaps the 
most familiar term used today. It is called the Lord’s Supper 
because He is the one who gave it He invites His children to 
come and eat. He is the one rejected when a Christian fails to 
be present at this meal. As one partakes, it is Christ who is 
the source of spiritual food. It is Christ who invites “this do 
in remembrance of me” (Luke 22:19). It is also Christ alone 
who can debar a child of God from this Table. It is truly the 
Lord's Supper. 

The name Supper was no doubt given because it was at 
an evening meal that Jesus gave it. The one clear example of 
its observance in the New Testament was in the evening (Acts 
20:7). 

D. The Communion. The tend “Communion” is often 
applied today to the Lord’s Supper. The use of the word 
“Communion” in the New Testament seems to be more of a 
description of what takes place, than a name for it Paul 
reminds the Corinthians “The cup of blessings which we bless, 
is it not a communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which 
we break, is it not a communion of the body of Christ?” (I 
Cor. 10:16). The word Communion means to share, or partici¬ 
pate in. Paul is saying that when we drink the cup or eat the 
bread, that we share or participate in the blessings and bene¬ 
fits of the Lord’s death on the cross. We also share the meal 
with Christ as our host. It is a communion or sharing in the 
finest sense of the word. 

m. WHEN TO PARTAKE 

When Jesus gave the Lord’s Supper He did not specify 
the time or frequency of observance. Jesus left many things 
for the Holy Spirit to teach the Apostles (John 16:12-18). He 
simply said do this in memory of Me. When the Church was 
established on Pentecost, the Apostles were careful to follow 
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His admonition. Luke states that the church "continued stead¬ 
fastly in the Apostles teaching and fellowship, in the breaking 
of bread and the prayers" (Acts 2:42). The word steadfastly 
indicates that they did this continuously, devoting themselves 
constantly to the worship of God. Some think that they may 
have observed the Lord’s Supper daily for a while. In Acta 
2:46, we read "And day by day, continuing steadfastly with 
one accord in the temple, and breaking bread at home, they 
took their food with gladness and singleness of heart" Since 
Luke mentions the partaking of food in the last clause, the 
expression "breaking bread” may be the Lord’s Supper. 

The first clear evidence as to the frequency of its observ¬ 
ance is found in Acts 20:7. “And upon the first day of the 
week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul 
preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and con¬ 
tinued his speech until midnight." As proof that weekly com¬ 
munion was the practice of the early church, we present the 
following arguments. 

A. Plain Scriptural examples. All the facts concerning 
this meeting in Troas go to prove that it was a stated meeting 
for a stated purpose. 

1. Stated meeting. The use of the definite article "the" 
implies that the Christians at Troas were accustomed to meet¬ 
ing on the first day of every week. Paul arrived from Philippi 
on Monday, prior to this meeting, because Luke states that he 
tarried in Troas seven days. Paul was hurrying toward Jeru¬ 
salem that he might be there for Pentecost (Acts 20:16). This 
is further shown by the fact that Paul left early Monday morn¬ 
ing following his meeting with the Church. To meet with the 
church on the first day of the week Paul had tarried seven 
days. This would indicate that worship on the first day of the 
week was an established custom in Troas. If this were true in 
Troas, it was surely true in the other churches that had been 
established under the direction of the Apostles. 

2. Stated purpose. Luke clearly states that they met for 
the purpose of breaking bread. "And upon the first day of the 
week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul 
preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and 
continued his speech until midnight" (Acts 20:7). The church 
did not come together to hear Paul preach. They were accus¬ 
tomed to meeting regularly to break bread. Since Paul was in 
town that day 1 am sure they gladly heard him speak, but this 
was not the primary purpose for their gathering. Those who 
use this passage to prove weekly worship, but deny weekly 
communion, involve themselves in a contradiction. This Scrip— 
tnra Jam give on otutidIo of wookly worship, bat at the same 
time it establishes the Apostolic example of the weekly break- 
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in g of the bread. Any effort to disprove one, will at the same 
time disprove both. 

B. Weekly communion taught by implication. In I Corin¬ 
thians 11, Paul gives instructions to correct the abuses 
surrounding the Lord’s Table at Corinth. He chastises them 
for their abuse of the Lord’s Table in these words, “when 
therefore ye assemble yourselves together, it is not possible 
to eat the Lord’s Supper” (I Cor. 11:20, asv). Their conduct 
about the Table prevented them from truly eating the Supper 
in an acceptable manner. This Scripture would imply that their 
conduct prevented them from carrying out the main purpose 
for which they came together, that of eating the Lord’s Sup¬ 
per. If someone were to say that when the ball team arrived on 
the field they were not able to play ball because of the rain, 
anyone would understand that the purpose for the coming was 
to play bail. This same truth is obvious in I Corinthians 11:20. 

This also agrees with our proposition, since the church 
at Corinth did practice weekly worship. This is found in I 
Corinthians 16:2. The Scriptures would imply that as often 
as the church at Corinth met together, which was weekly, they 
observed the Lord’s Supper. 

C. Argument from type. When God gave Moses the blue¬ 
print for the Tabernacle, He was doing more than merely giv¬ 
ing him a tent in which to worship during the wilderness 
travels. The Tabernacle was a teaching instrument to prepare 
Israel for the coming of Christ It is generally thought that 
the Tabernacle court was a picture of the world; the Holy 
Place, was a type of the church today and that the Holy of 
Holies depicted Heaven. 

In the Holy Place, which represented the church today, 
there were three pieces of furniture. 

The Golden ILampstand which furnished light for the 
room, was a picture of God’s word. The Word gives light and 
guidance to the pathway of man (Psalm 119:106; 119:180). 

The Golden Altar upon which incense was burned, fit¬ 
tingly represents the prayers of the Saints of God as they are 
lifted to the heavenly throne (Rev. 6:8). 

The other piece of furniture was the Table of Shewbread. 
Each week the priests were commanded to place twelve loaves 
of shewbread on it. Thev remained on the Table for one week. 
New loaves would then be placed on the Table and the priests 
would eat the old loaves in worship of Jehovah. The word 
"shewbread’’ literally means, "presence bread.” To Israel this 
reminded them of God’s presence and blessingB and providen¬ 
tial care. This certainly would find fulfillment in the Lord's 
Supper today. The loaf and the cup vividly remind the Chris¬ 
tian that Christ is with us and that through Him we receive 
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all blessings from God. The fact that the priests faithfully ate 
once a week, would lend support to the teaching of weekly 
communion. 

D. Testimonies of the Church Fathers. The term Church 
Fathers or Apostolic Fathers refers to the leaders in the 
Church immediately following the Apostles. The writings of 
these men are not considered inspired but they do present a 
picture of the Church and its worship, as it was conducted 
immediately after the days of the Apostles. 

One of these men was Justin Martyr. He wrote about 160 
aj>. He was a disciple of Polycarp who had been a disciple of 
the Apostle John. Being that close to the Apostle John, one 
could expect his teachings to be in accordance with the Apos¬ 
tles. He gives an account of the worship of the Church in his 
day as follows: 

And on the day called Sunday, all who live in 
cities or in the country gather together to one place, 
and the memoirs of the Apostles or the writings of 
the prophets are read, as long as time permits; then 
when the reader has ceased, the president verbally 
instructs, and exhorts to the imitation of these good 
things. Then we all rise together and pray, and, as 
we before said, when our prayer is ended, bread and 
wine and water are brought, and the president in like 
manner offers prayers and thanksgivings, according 
to his ability, and the people assent, saying Amen; 
and there is a distribution to each, and a participa¬ 
tion of that over which thanks have been given, and 
to those who are absent a portion is sent by the 
deacons. 1 

Other church fathers could be quoted but this will suffice. 
It is evident that the early church did eat the Lord's Supper 
weekly and continued this practice for two centuries. 

Robert Milligan says, ‘"During the first two centuries the 
practice of weekly communion was universal, and it was con¬ 
tinued in the Greek Church till the seventh century. Such as 
neglected it three weeks in succession were excommunicated” 
(Milligan’s Scheme of Redemption, Page 440). 

IV. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LORD'S SUPPER 

A. A memorial of Christ’s death. The Lord’s Supper is a 
weekly Table of Remembrance. A memorial should serve at 
least three functions. These are admirably done in the Lord’B 
Supper. 
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1. It satisfies the desire of the heart to do some tender, 
loving thing for the Master. The Lord’s Supper provides this 
opportunity. Jesus had this in mind when He said, “This do 
in remembrance of me” (I Cor. 11:24). 

2. By frequent observance, it does not permit us to forget, 
but like a time piece of the soul, summons the believer to the 
foot of the cross. 

3. By its symbolic import, it constantly reminds of the 
very significant fact of Christianity which is “that Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures” (I Cor. 15:3). 

Alexander Campbell speaks effectively of the memorial 
facet of the Lord’s Supper when he says: “Upon the loaf and 
upon the cup of the Lord, in letters which speak not to the eye, 
but to the heart of every disciple, is inscribed, ‘When this you 
see, remember Me.’ Indeed, the Lord says to each disciple, 
when he receives the symbols into his hand, This ia My body 
broken for you. This is My blood shed for you’ ” (The Chris¬ 
tian System, 1835, pp. 265-291). 

B. A proclamation. Each Lord’s Day, as the disciple sits 
at the table with his Lord, he is preaching a sermon. 

1. First of all Paul says that when we eat we proclaim 
the Lord’s death (I Cor. 11:26). Jesus said when He gave the 
Lord’s Supper “This cup is the New Covenant in My blood” 
(Luke 22:20). The Lord’s Supper is a monument to our salva¬ 
tion as well as to Christ Himself. The Lord’s Supper proclaims 
that man is redeemed and receives forgiveness of sins through 
the blood of Christ (Ephesians 1:7; I Peter 1:18-20). 

2. Secondly, we proclaim our love for Him. When the 
Christian assembles at the Table, he is telling the Lord and 
the world that he believes that the blood of Christ redeems and 
that he is there to show his love to Christ by being obedient 
to His command. The love of Christ that caused Him to die for 
man when he was weak and helpless (Romans 5:6-8) is the 
love that brings the Christian to love Christ and to be present 
at His table. 

3. We proclaim the Lord’s return. Paul states that when 
we partake of the Lord’s Supper, we “proclaim the Lord’s 
death till He comes” (I Cor. 11:26). The Lord’s Table looks 
back in memory to Calvary where our salvation was made 
possible. It also looks forward to the day when Christ shall 
return and our salvation will be fully realized. This is the 
grand consummation of the scheme of redemption, when the 
redeemed of all ages will be gathered to be with their Lord 
who has redeemed them from sin. Only those who truly antici- 

S ate His second coming will consistently participate in this 
upper. 
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QUESTIONS — THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Read the four accounts of the institution of the Lord’s 

Supper—Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:19-20; 

I Corinthians 11:23-25. In the blanks write the reference 

where the following statement is found: 

_1. “And he took bread, and gave tha nk s, and 

brake it, and gave unto them.” 

-2. “Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken 

for you; this do in remembrance of me.” 

-3. “And he took the cup, and when he had 

given thanks, he gave it to them.” 

-4. “And they all drank of it.” 

-5. “For this is my blood of the new testament, 

which is shed for many for the remission 
of sins.” 

-6. “I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of 

the vine, until that day when I drink it new 
with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

DISCUSS: 

1. List three (3) names applied to the Lord’s Supper. 


c._. 

2. List the four (4) arguments in favor of weekly communion. 


d_ 

3. In what sense is the Lord’s Supper a proclamation. 
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Lesson Nine 
PRAYER 


L Beginning of Prayer. 

IL WhM i» Prayer? 

A Petitions or Supplications 

B. Thanh Hgiring and Ptrabe. 


HL Condition* for effective pra yer. 

A Pray with pure hearts and clean hand*. 

B. We must hear and do Cod'* will. 

C. Pray humbly in harmony with God’s will. 

D. Pray fervently and with persistence. 

E. P r a yer* mn*t be unselfish. 

F. In the name of Christ. 

G. Pray in faith. 

H. Pray with a forgiving spirit. 

L Without pretension or vain repetition. 

IV. The Holy Spirit’s assistance in prayer. 


V. God has promised answer* to prayer. 


L BEGINNING OF PRAYER 

The first mention of prayer in the Bible is in Genesis 
4:26, “Then began men to call upon the name of Jehovah." 
There is no mention of God commanding men to pray. Prayer 
seems to have begun freely and spontaneously. Man felt his 
need for God and began to call upon Him. Prayer to God 
should be as natural an action as a child talking to its Father 
and Mother. When man truly knows and understands God, he 
will desire to talk to Him. 
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H. WHAT IS PRAYER? 

A. Petitions or Supplications. Supplication — earnestly 
seeking God’s blessings — is at the very heart of prayer. 
Prayer always springs out of a sense of need, either oneself 
(petition) or for others (intercession). This sense of need is 
joined with a belief that God is a rewarder of them that dili¬ 
gently seek Him. (Hebrew 11:6.) 

Jesus urged his disciples to . ask and it shall be given 
you; seek, ana ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you” (Matt. 7:7). Even though God knows our needs before 
we ask. He still is glad to have His children come to Him with 
their desires. He finds a joy in providing those things which 
are essential to our life and wellbeing here on earth. 

B. Thanksgiving and Praise. A second important part of 
prayer is thanksgiving and praise. As petitions indicate one’s 
needs, praise and thanksgiving reflect one’s grateful attitude 
toward God. Paul instructed the Philippians not to be anxious 
"but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanks¬ 
giving let your requests be made known unto God” (Phil. 4:6). 
Paul writes to Timothy "I exhort therefore, first of all, that 
supplications, prayers, intercessions, thanksgiving be made for 
all men" (I Timothy 2:1). 

Thanksgiving and praise to God demonstrate gratitude on 
the part of man for former blessings received from God. This 
unquestionably is pleasing to God; it is due Him and will no 
doubt help assure the answer to our petitions. The Thessalo- 
nian brethren were told "in everything give thanks: for this 
is the will of God in Christ Jesus to you ward” (I Thessaloni- 
ans 5:18). 


m. CONDITIONS FOR EFFECTIVE PRAYER 

God’s promises are always conditional. This principle 
holds true with prayer. He has promised to answer our pray¬ 
ers. But He has also laid down certain conditions which man 
must meet, before God will answer his prayers. Here are a few 
of those conditions. 

A. Pray with pure hearts and clean hands. "If I regard 
iniquity in my heart, The Lord will not hear” (Psalm 66:18, 
asv) . “1 desire therefore that the men play in every place, 
lifting up holy hands, without wrath and disputing” (I Timo¬ 
thy 2:8, (ASV). 

God is a holy God. There is no sin in Him and He will not 
tolerate sin in those who come into His presence through 
prayer. These Scriptures refer to sin in the lives of His chil- 
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dren. When He says He will not hear He is speaking of hearing 
favorably their requests. This does not refer to prayer for 
forgiveness; prayer out of a heart of repentance. Clod has 
promised to answer that prayer (I John 1:9; cf. Acts 8:22). 
He is here speaking of a Christian asking for some blessing 
while refusing to repent of sin in his life. God does not hear 
and answer that prayer. 

God told Israel, “Behold, Jehovah’s hand is not shortened, 
that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: 
but your iniquities have separated between you and your God 
and your sins have hid his face from you, so that he will not 
hear” (Isaiah 59:1-2). One of the best guarantees that God 
will hear our prayers is to begin them with a sincere request 
for forgiveness. This is always pleasing to Hhn. 

B. We must hear and do God’s will. John reminds us, 
“whatsoever we ask we receive of him, because we keep his 
commandments and do the things that are pleasing in his 
sight” (I John 8:22). A second condition for effective prayer 
is to keep God’s commandments. Proverbs 28:9 states, “He 
that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, Even his 
prayer is an abomination” (asv). God is not foolish. He will 
not continue to pour His blessings on a willful and disobedient 
child. Nothing pleases a parent more than to give to a child 
that is obedient. God feels the same way. One should make sure 
that he is honestly trying to do the will of the Father before 
he asks for His blessings and benefits. The blind man stated 
this thought aptly when he said in John 9:31, “We know that 
God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of 
God, and doeth His will, him He heareth.” 

C. Pray humbly tn harmony with God’s will. Jesus illus¬ 
trated this principle when in the Garden of Gethsemane He 
prayed earnestly, “0 my Father, if it be possible, let this cup 
pass from Me: nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt” 
(Matt. 26:39). The Father's will must always be first in our 
prayers. John says, “And this is the boldness which we have 
toward him, that, if we ask anything according to his will, he 
heareth us” (I John 5:14). 

_ Our heavenly Father who is all wise knows what is best 
for His kingdom and what is best for us. The Apostle Paul 
admitted, “we know not how to pray as we ought” (Rom. 8: 
26). We do not always know what is the Father’s wilL There¬ 
fore, we should ask with the thought that if this is in harmony 
with His will, and best for His kingdom, we would like to have 
these blessings. Another reason we should pray that His will 
be done is because man does not always know what is best for 
him. Like a child, he may ask for a butcher knife, thinking that 

thi* i« what ha should have. Fortunately, liko a wine parent, 
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God does not always give us what we request. In prayer, we 
should come to God humbly realizing our lack of knowledge 
and understanding and leave it to God to decide what blessings 
we need or do not need. 

D. Pray fervently and with persistence. James reminds 
us that “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man avail- 
eth much” (James 6:16b). The earnest supplication of a right¬ 
eous man is very powerful. James illustrates this point in verse 
17 by reminding us of Elijah’s fervent prayer that it would 
not rain. God withheld rain for three years and six months. 
Again Elijah prayed and God sent the rain. An earnest prayer, 
God hears. Undoubtedly, an apathetic, half-hearted prayer is 
detestable to God. It reflects the insincerity and lack of con¬ 
cern on the part of the one praying. A sincere prayer, however, 
pleases God. 

Along with earnestness one must have persistence in 

S iyer also. I Thessalonians 6:17 says “pray without ceasing.” 

is means to pray constantly. Paul tells the Ephesians “Pray¬ 
ing at all seasons in the Spirit, and watching thereunto in all 
perseverance and supplication for all the saints,” (Ephesians 
6:19). Jesus said, ,3 men ought always to pray, and not to 
faint” (Luke 18:1). 

A number of ministers had gathered to discuss 
difficult questions, and it was asked how the com¬ 
mand to ‘pray without ceasing’ could be obeyed (I 
Thessalonians 5:17). 

Various suggestions were offered, and at last 
one of the number was appointed to write an essay 
on the subject, to be read at the next meeting. A 
servant who was cleaning heard the discussion and 
exclaimed, 

*What! a whole month to tell the meaning of 
that text? Why, it’s one of the easiest and best verses 
in the Bible.’ 

*Well, well, Maiy,' said an old minister, “What 
do you know about it? Can you pray all the time?* 

*Oh, yes sir!’ 

‘What! when you have so many things to do?’ 

*Why, sir, the more I have to do, the more I can 
pray.’ 

‘Indeed I well, Mary, how do you do it? Most 
people wouldn’t agree with you.’ 

'Well, sir,' said the girl, ‘when I first open my 
eyes in the morning, I pray: ‘Lord, open the eyes of 
my understanding’; and while I am dressing, I pray 
that I may be clothed with the robe of righteousness; 
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while 1 am washing, I ask to have my sins washed 
away. As I begin work, I pray that I may have 
strength for all the work of the day; while I kindle 
the fire, I pray that revival may be kindled in me. 
While preparing and eating breakfast, I ask to be 
fed with tne Bread of Life and the pure milk of the 
Word. As I Bweep the house, I pray that my heart 
may be swept clean of all its impurities. And as I am 
busy with the little children, I look up to God as my 
Father and pray that I may always have the trust¬ 
ing love of a little child—and so on all day. Every¬ 
thing I do gives me a thought for prayer . . / 

‘Enough, enough!’ cried the minister, 'these 
things are often hid from the wise and prudent and 
revealed unto babes, as the Lord Himself said. Go 
on, Mary,’ he continued, ‘pray without ceasing. As 
for us, let us thank the Lord for this lesson.’’ 

E. Prayer8 must be unselfish. Another condition for ef¬ 
fective prayer is that they must be unselfish. James reminded 
the people of his day, “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask 
amiss, that ye may spend it in your pleasures" (James 4:3, 
asv). One should always put God’s kingdom and His will 
first. A request must first be viewed or weighed in the light 
of God’s program. We must ask ourselves “Am I asking for 
this in order to be a better worker for Christ? Do I need this 
to forward His kingdom ? Will I be a better Christian and will 
Christ's kingdom be blessed if I receive my petition?” It is so 
easy to think of God as a glorified Santa Claus to whom we 
can go for every desire we may have. This image of God is not 
true. He must keep our spiritual welfare and His kingdom 
first in mind. Often times, we would be ruined if God answered 
every selfish request that we made. In His love and wisdom, 
however, He chooses the things that we need and will help us 
grow spiritually. This is another reason why we should always 
pray, “Thy will be done.” 

F. Pray in the name of Christ. Another condition for 
effective prayer is that in this Christian age prayer is to be 
directed to the Father in the name of Christ. Jesus told His 
Apostles, "And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will 
I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall 
ask anything in my name, that will I do,” (John 14:13-14). 
Again He reminds them, “Hitherto have ye asked nothing in 
my name: ask, and ye shall receive that your joy may be made 
full” (John 16:24). 

1. TM, Prm WUAot* CW*#. BwttfeU. F-wWk. B<nU Pirn 
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The Apostles had not known to ask in Jesus' name before 
but now they do. There are a number of reasons why the 
Christian should pray to God in the name of Christ 

1. Our access to the Father was made possible by the 
sacrifice of Christ. “Therefore, brethren, since we have con¬ 
fidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by the 
new and living way which he opened for us through the cur¬ 
tain, that is, through his flesh . .(Hebrews 10:19-20, rsv). 
Hebrews 9:8 informs us that the way into the Holy Place or 
God’s presence had not yet been opened while the tabernacle 
was standing or rather before Christ came into the world. 
Now, however, through His death and resurrection. He opened 
up this new and direct communication between earth and 
heaven (cf. Hebrews 9:11-12). Now through Christ, our High 
Priest, we mav enter God’s presence through prayer. 

2. Jesus is our mediator. Paul tells Timothy, “For there 
is one God, one mediator also between God and men, himself 
man, Christ Jesus.” (1 Tim. 2:5). A mediator is a “go be¬ 
tween.” Christ is a Jacob’s Ladder to the Christian. Through 
Him, man may reach heaven with his petitions and praise, and 
through Christ he may receive heaven’s blessings from God. 
Christ is a two-way channel between earth and heaven. 

3. Christ is our intercessor at the throne of God. Paul 
states that Christ “who is at the right hand of God, who also 
maketh intercession for us” (Romans 8:84). My name would 
mean nothing at the throne of God if I did not belong to Christ. 
Christ has been exalted to a position above every creature in 
the universe except God (Philippians 2:9). Therefore, when I 
come to God in the name of Christ, I am coming in the greatest 
name in heaven and earth, except God, the Father. As one of 
Christ’s redeemed ones, I can come boldly to the throne of God 
through Him (Hebrews 4:14-16). 

4. My sins have been washed away in the blood of Christ. 
It means that I have been cleansed and made worthy by Him 
to stand in the presence of God (Rev. 1:5; Hebrews 9:14). 

Because of these and other reasons, our prayers to God 
should always be presented in the name of and by the author¬ 
ity of Jesus Christ our High Priest, Mediator, Saviour, and 
Lord. 

G. Pray in faith. Jesus told His Apostles “Therefore I 
tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you receive 
it, and you will” (Mark 11:24, rsv). James tells us that a 
man should “ask in faith, nothing wavering: for he that wav- 
ereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. 
For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of 
the Lord” (James 1:6-7. KJV). Hebrews 11:6 states the un¬ 
qualified importance of faith when it says, “But without faith 
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it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must 
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that dili¬ 
gently seek him" (Hebrews 11:6). 

A Christian can pray in faith because he is coming to God 
who is all powerful and who can answer the prayers of His 
children. The Christian can pray in faith knowing he is com¬ 
ing to one who loves him and desires to answer his requests. 
The Christian has every reason then to pray believing that his 
prayers will be answered. 

One word of caution should be offered. The Christian 
must always keep in mind that God's will and wisdom will 
dire<rt God's answer. This does not prevent, however, the 
Christian praying in faith, believing that God will answer his 
prayer. Even when God in His wisdom says no to our requests. 
He still has answered it. He has seen that the request was 
unwise, so He has said no. Yet He has answered it in the sense 
that He has heard and answered it in the best wav for us. 
Another thought to keep in mind is that we may ask for one 
thing believing that to be the thing we desire. God in His wis¬ 
dom, however, may give us something else which may, for the 
moment, seem to be a rejection of the request In the end, 
though, we may see that God has given us what we really 
needed and desired but not what we had requested. The follow¬ 
ing poem illustrates this point. 

I asked God for strength, that I might achieve; 

I was made weak, that I might learn humbly to obey. 

I asked for health, that I might do greater things; 

I was given infirmity, that I might do better things. 

I asked for riches that I might be happy; 

I was given poverty that I might be wise. 

I asked for power that I might have the praise of men; 

I was given weakness, that I might feel the mind of 

I asked for all things that I might enjoy life; 

I was given life that I might enjoy all things 

I got nothing I asked for but everything I had hoped for. 

Almost despite myself my unspoken prayers were 
answered; 

I am among men most richly blessed !* 

H. Pray with a forgiving spirit. Here is a condition that 
cannot be overlooked. It is a must if our prayers are to be an¬ 
swered. One of the petitions in the Model Prayer was "forgive 
us our debts as we also have forgiven our debtors” (Matthew 
6:12). This states we are to ask God to forgive us in the same 
way an d to the same extent that we forgive our fellow man. 

1. Author Uoknoww 
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Jesus goes ahead to state “For if ye forgive men their 
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if 
ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father 


To pray with an unforgiving heart, is a Bure way to close 
the doors of heaven to our prayers. It is a complete waste of 
time to pray that way. One must forgive if he is to be forgiven. 

I. Pray without pretension or vain repetition. There is 
perhaps no sin that is more detested by God than the sin of 
hypocrisy or pretension. On no class or group did Jesus pro¬ 
nounce such severe condemnation as on the hypocrites of His 
day. Who can forget Jesus’ discourse in Matthew 23, when in 
His last appeal to the Pharisees, He scathingly denounced 
them with the seven-fold “woe unto you, Scribes and Phari¬ 
sees, Hypocrites!” 

An insincere, pretentious prayer is always an abomination 
to God. Jesus illustrated this m the story of the Pharisee and 
the Publican in Luke 18:9-14. The humble Publican went away 
justified before God. The proud Pharisee remained in his 
hypocritical sins. God is not deceived by oratory or eloquence. 
He is impressed only by sincerity. Our prayers then must be 
simple, direct, and sincere. 

A sincere prayer uttered in faith eliminates unnecessary, 
repetitious prayers, Jesus told His Apostles “And in praying 
use not vain repetitions, as the Gentiles do for they think that 
they shall be heard for their much speaking” (Matthew 6:7). 
This does not mean that we should not persist in prayer nor 
that we may not at times pray at great length. Jesus often 
times would spend a night in prayer, or rise long before dawn 
to pray (cf. Luke 9:28; Mark 1:35). Jesus does, however, 
forbid needless repetition of the same thing as though God 
could not hear or had to be begged to hear His children’s 
prayers. 


IV. THE HOLY SPOUTS ASSISTANCE IN PRAYER 


One of the great blessings the Christian enjoys is the 
assistance of the Holy Spirit in prayer. Paul says “And in 
like manner the Spirit also helpeth our infirmity: for we know 
not how to pray as we ought; but the Spirit himself maketh 
intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered” 
(Rom. 8:26). The Christian needs this help in prayer since 
he does not always know what is best for him or the kingdom. 
The Christian is limited in prayer because he does not know 
what tomorrow may bring. Also the Christian does not always 
know how to express in words exactly the longing and desires 
of his heart. 
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For these and other reasons, our heavenly Father has 
given us His Holy. Spirit to assist us in prayer. He takes our 
petitions and praise and presents them correctly to the throne 
of God. He also intercedes for us with God. The Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit are all involved in prayer. The Chris¬ 
tian’s prayer is addressed to God the Father, in the name of 
or by the authority of Christ and with the assistance of the 
Holy Spirit. Prayer is a wonderful privilege that the Christian 
enjoys and should always use. 

V. GOD HAS PROMISED ANSWERS TO PRAYER 

God does answer prayer! This is an attested fact in the 
scriptures. Moses prayed and his prayer saved a nation from 
death and from the grave (Exodus 32:14). Joshua prayed, the 
sun stood still and his enemies were slain by hail stones sent 
from heaven (Joshua 10:10-14). Hannah prayed and God gave 
her a son, Samuel (I Samuel 1:9-20). 

God's word is filled with the promises of answered prayer. 

"For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous. And his 
ears unto their supplication: But the face of the Lord is upon 
them that do evil” (I Peter 3:12). 

"But if any of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask of God, 
who giveth to all liberally and upbraideth not; and it shall be 
given him” (James 1:5). 

"If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask what¬ 
soever ye will, and it shall be done unto you” (John 16:7; cf. 
Matt. 7:7; Luke 11:9-10). 

If man will meet the conditions that God has laid down 
for acceptable prayer, he can rest assured that his prayers 
will be heard and answered according to the will and wisdom 
of God. 


QUESTIONS — PRAYER 

TRUE-FALSE 

- 1. Man began to pray when God commanded him to 

do so. 

- 2. If we ask in faith God will grant our petition what¬ 
ever it may be. 

- 8. Tho Holy Spirit anoints the Christian to pray cor- 

rectly. 
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-4. God does not refuse to hear anyone’s prayer. 

- 5. God may answer prayer and still not give what is 

requested. 

FILL IN THE BLANKS 

1. Prayer is composed of two basic parts:- 

and-- 

2. List three conditions for effective prayer. 


b. __ 

c. ---- 

3. List two reasons why the Christian should pray in Christ’s 
name. 

a._- 

b_ 

4. Prayer always springs out of a sense of- 

Along with this is a belief that God is a- 

of them that diligently seek Him. 


5. Paul says “we know not how to pray as we ought" (Romans 
8:26). List three things Christians do not always know. 
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Lesson Ten 

GIVING 


I. All Things Belong to God. 


II. Every Christian is a Steward. 

IBL Examples of God's Giving. 

A. His Son. 

B. Eternal Life. 

C Salvation from sin. 

D. Wisdom. 

IV. Giving in the Old Testament. 

A. Individual Giving. 

1. The Giving of Cain and AbeL 

2. Noah. 

3. Abraham. 

4. Jacob. 

B. Giving Under the Mosaic Law. 

L The first tithe commanded. 

2. Hie second tithe. 

3. The third year tithe. 

V. Divine Blmsings on the Thhe. 


In previous lessons we have discussed how one becomes a 
Christian and the worehip of a Christian through the Lord’s 
Supper, and prayer. This chapter continues the worship of the 
Christian through the act of giving. 
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The term “stewardship” covers the various phases of 
Christian responsibility such as the giving of time and talents, 
as well as material blessings. This study, however, will confine 
itself to God’s teaching on man’s worship through the giving 
of money. God’s word has much to say concerning this. We 
shall study the basic principles upon which Christian giving 
rests. Examples of giving, and God’s promises to those who do 
give, will be studied. 

The first and perhaps the most basic principle is: 

L ALL THINGS BELONG TO GOD 

Moses, in pleading with Israel to obey God, reminded 
them “Behold, unto Jehovah thy God belongeth heaven and 
the heaven of heavena, the earth, with all that is therein” 
(Deut. 10:14). David expressed in poetry the same idea when 
he said, “The earth is Jehovah’s, and the fulness thereof; the 
world, and they that dwell therein” (Psalm 24:1). 

The psalmist emphasized God’s ownership of everything, 
as he wrote “For every beast of the forest is mine, and the 
cattle upon a thousand hills. I know all the birds of the moun¬ 
tains; and the wild beasts of the field are mine. If I were 
hungry, I would not tell thee; For the world is mine, and the 
fulness thereof ’ (Psalm 50:10-12). 

Here are a few of the things that the Bible says belong 
to God. 

a. Silver and gold. “The silver is mine, and the gold is 
mine, saith Jehovah of hosts” (Haggai 2:8). 

b. The rivers. "Because he hath said the river is mine, 
and I have made it” (Ezekiel 29:9). 

c. All land. “And the land shall not be sold in perpetuity; 
for the land is mine: for ye are strangers and sojourners with 
me” (Lev. 25:28). God owns the title to all land. He merely 
grants man the privilege of living on it for a short time. God 
reminded Israel in Exodus 19:5, “For all the earth is mine.” 

d. All souls. God told Ezekiel, “Behold, all souls are mine; 
as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine ... 
(Ezekiel 18:4). 

e. Our bodies. “Or know ye not that your body is a temple 
of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have from God? 
and ye are not your own; for ye were bought with a price: 
glorify God therefore in your body” (I Cor. 6:19-20). 

Surely from these scriptures it is clearly seen that "all 
that is in the heavens and in the earth is thine; th i ne is the 
kingdom, 0 Jehovah, and thou art exalted as head above all” 
(I Chron. 29:11). The individual who does not recognize God 
as his owner is said to be more ignorant than the ox or the ass, 
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for Isaiah says, “The ox knoweth hia owner, and the ass hia 
master’s crib; but Israel doth not know, my people doth no 
consider” (Isaiah 1:3). 

The second principle of Christian giving is that: 

H. EVERY CHRISTIAN IS A STEWARD 

Jesus gave a parable concerning the talents in Matthew 
25:14-30. The servants in the parable represent Christ's disci¬ 
ples. Each man was given a certain number of talents and in¬ 
structed to use them to the benefit of the king who gave them. 
Peter writes “As each has received a gift, employ it for one an¬ 
other, as good stewards of God’s varied grace” (I Peter 4:10, 
RSV). A steward is one who oversees and takes care of anoth- 
ers property. He does not own it, but he administers it on behalf 
of the owner. Paul tells the Corinthians that the chief qualifica¬ 
tion for a steward is faithfulness. “Here, moreover, it is re¬ 
quired in stewards, that a man be found faithful” (I Cor. 4:2). 

Man’s relationship to his money and his God becomes 
clear in the light of these two basic principles: God’s ownership 
of all things and man’s stewardship of the things which God 
gives him. Man owns nothing. Everything he has comes direct¬ 
ly or indirectly from God. He is the caretaker of the.material 
blessings which God provides. They are not his to use as he 
pleases but rather they constitute a trust which he is to handle 
as God the owner pleases. 

Many Christians conceive of their money as belonging to 
them exclusively, and if they so choose, they may give God 
some. The reverse, however, is the truth; it all belongs to God 
and He permits man to use part of it for himself. When this 
fact is clearly understood it will change the entire attitude of 
man toward his money and toward his God. 

HL EXAMPLES OF GOD’S GIVING 

Not only does God own everything, but as Paul says God 
gives us “richly all things to enjoy” (I Tim. 6:17b). James is 
very emphatic when he says “every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights” 
(James 1:17a). We list just a few of the many blessings which 
God gives us. 

a. His Son. God wrapped His most precious gifts in the 
person of His Son and sent Him into the world. Jesus says 
“For God so loved the world, that He gwve His only begotten 

Son, that whoaoovor, boliovoth on Him should not pariah, but 

have eternal life” (JN.8:16). 
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b. Eternal life. “For the wages of sin is death; but the 
free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Ro¬ 
mans 6:28). Paul emphasizes that this is a free gift from God. 
We can not buy it. We can not earn it We may accept it 
humbly from God’s hands. 

c. Salvation from sin. Paul told the Ephesians “For by 
grace have ye been saved through faith; and that not of your¬ 
selves, it is the gift of God” (Eph. 2:8). Again we see that 
this is a gift from God. This, of course, was made possible 
through the death of Christ. Peter says, “You know that you 
were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 
fathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but 
with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without 
blemish or spot” (I Peter 1:18-19, RSV). 

d. Wisdom. James says “If any of you lacketh wisdom, 
let him ask of God, who giveth to all liberally and upbraidcth 
not; and it shall be given him" (James 1:5). We may ask God 
for many things which in His wisdom He may refuse to give 
but James assures us that if we will ask for wisdom we shall 
receive it. This is a gift from God that we should seek con¬ 
stantly. 

In addition to all of God’s gifts, we know that Christ has 
also given much to us and for us. John 10:11 states that Christ 
has given His life for His sheep. II Corinthians 8:9 states “For 
ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he 
was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through 
his poverty might become rich.” Christ gave up the riches and 
glory of heaven that we might obtain those same riches. Truly 
Paul is correct when he says “Christ loved us and gave him¬ 
self up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God” (Ephe¬ 
sians 5:2. rsv) . 

The poet has well said “the love of God is greater far than 
tongue or pen can ever tell.” He has demonstrated it and con¬ 
tinues to as he “giveth to all life, and breath, and all things" 
(Acts 17:80). 


IV. GIVING IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 

A. Individual Giving. Bringing a gift or an offering to 
God is a practice almost as old as the history of man. Genesis 4 
records the first such incident. This giving was done by the 
sons of Adam and Eve. 

1. The giving of Cain and Abel. Genesis does not say that 
God had commanded Cain and Abel to bring a sacrifice to Him. 
But Hebrews 11:4 implies this when it says, “by faith Abel 

offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain.” The 
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statement “by faith" apparently means that God had revealed 
this to them- 

Cain, being a fanner, brought some fruit of the ground as 
his offering. Abel brought one of the “firstlings of his flock," 
since he was a shepherd. God accepted Abel’s offering but 
rejected Cain's. Why Cain’s offering was rejected is not known 
for sure. It was evidently rejected because (1) it was the 
wrong type of offering. Seemingly God desired a blood sacri¬ 
fice. Or (2) it was an ungenerous gift. Cain may have been 
too stingy to buy a lamb. This of course caused trouble between 
the two boys and led to the murder of Abel. However, we see 
in this incident, the early practice of bringing a gift to God in 
worship. 

2. Noah. When Noah came out of the ark following the 
flood, the first thing he did was to build an altar unto Jehovah 
and took of every clean beast and of every clean bird and 
offered this to God as his offering of thanksgiving and worship 
for his deliverance. God was pleased with his offering and 
promised never to smite the earth with a flood. 

3. Abraham. By the time of Abraham we find something 
new in the matter of giving. Abraham still offered animal 
sacrifices to God, but in addition to this he also gave tithes. 
In Genesis 14:18-20 is recorded Abraham’s encounter with 
Melchizedek. Abraham had rescued Lot after he had been 
captured by the four kings. In the capture Abraham had taken 
considerable spoils. As he returned he met Melchizedek, Jang 
of Salem, who was a priest of God Most High. As the priest 
blessed Abraham, he in turn gave him a tenth of all his goods. 
A^ain it is not stated that God had commanded Abraham to do 
this but in the light of its later practice by Abraham’s descend¬ 
ants, it is reasonable to conclude that God had given Abraham 
the teaching concerning the tithe. 

4. Jacob. Abraham’s grandson, Jacob, also was a tither. 
As Jacob left his home on his way to his Uncle Laban’s, he 
spent the night at Bethel. Here he dreamed of the Ladder 
which stretched from earth to heaven. In the morning, he made 
a covenant with God. “And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God 
will be with me, ana will keep me in this way that I go, and 
will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, so that I come 
again to my father’s house in peace, and Jehovah will be my 
God. then this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be 
God’s house; and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely 
give the tenth unto thee” (Gen. 28:20-22). Seemingly God was 
not offended at Jacob’s proposition but rather seemed to be 
pleased as he continued to bless Jacob both materiaUy and 

spiritually throughout his life. Apparently Jacob lived up to 

his vow also. 

88 



GIVING 

These are examples of giving by individuals during the 
Patriarchal Age. As we move to the Mosaic period, we will 
find that God’s requirements for giving are much more de¬ 
tailed and demanding. 

B. Giving under the Mosaic Law. When God gave the law 
to Moses on Mount Sinai, He made the tithe the primary 
principle of giving for the Children of Israel. He not only 
commanded one tithe but seemingly two and possibly three. 

1. The first tithe commanded. In Leviticus 27 Moses gave 
the law of tithing. “And all the tithe of the land, whether of 
the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is Jehovah’s: 
it is holy unto Jehovah. And if a man will redeem ai/ght of his 
tithe, he shall add unto it the fifth part thereof. And all the 
tithe of the herd or the flock, whatsoever passeth under the 
rod. the tenth shall be holy unto Jehovah. He shall not search 
whether it be good or bad, neither shall he change it: and if 
he change it at all, then both it and that for which it is changed 
shall be holy; it shall not be redeemed” (Lev. 27:S0-33). We 
note these instructions regarding the tithe: (1) They were to 
give a tenth of all the increase of the land each year. This 
consisted of the grain which grew on the land, the fruit from 
the trees or vines. It also included a tithe of the herd and the 
flock. (2) This was considered to be holy unto Jehovah (Lev. 
27:3-32). (8) They seemingly had a specific time when they 
did this tithing. When it came time to tithe the sheep and the 
cattle, they would drive them under the rod. A counter would 
take every tenth sheep or goat or cow and turn it aside. They 
were not to substitute the animal in front or behind the tenth 
one. If they did, then they had to give both the tenth one and 
the one which they had tried to substitute. God took His 
chances on that tenth animal and expected them to do the 
same! 

The first tenth was to go for the support of the Levites. 
The tithe from the other tribes was considered the inheritance 
of the Levites since they did not receive an inheritance of land 
when Israel settled in Canaan. God’s instructions to Moees 
were: “And unto the children of Levi, behold, I have given 
all the tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in return for their 
service of the tent of meeting” (Numbers 18:21). 

When the tribe of Levi received the tithe from the other 
eleven tribes, they in turn were to give a tithe of what they 
had received to Aaron for the support of his family and the 
priests. They had not received a land inheritance either. Jeho¬ 
vah spake to Moses saying, “Moreover thou shalt speak unto 

the Levites, and say unto them. When ye take of the Children 
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of Israel the tithe which L have given you from them for your 
inheritance, then ye shall offer up a heave-offering of it for 
Jehovah, a tithe of the tithe . . . and thereof ye shall give 
Jehovah’s heave-offering to Aaron the priest” (Numbers 18: 
26 and 28b). Thus we see God’s care of His own. Through the 
division of the land of Canaan, He had provided for the eleven 
tribes. He provided for the tribe of Levi and the priest* as 
they ministered in the Tabernacle. 

2. The second tithe. After the first tithe had been taken, 
Deuteronomy indicates that a second tithe was to be given out 
of the nine-tenth’s remaining. This second tithe was to be used 
for a sacred meal to be eaten as an act of worship wherever 
God instructed. Later on the place was Jerusalem because that 
is where the Tabernacle and later the Temple stood. This tithe 
apparently was used to finance the various feasts and meals 
which Jehovah required of His people. The offerer was also 
supposed to share this meal with the Levites, since he had no 
inheritance. (Read Deut. 14:22-27; 12:17-19.) If an Israelite 
lived too far out to carry this tithe with him then he could 
convert it into money and then purchase the necessary food in 
Jerusalem (Deut. 14:24-25). 

8. The third year tithe. Deuteronomy 14:28-29 says, “At 
the end of every three years thou shalt bring forth all the tithe 
of thine increase in the same year, and shalt lay it up within 
thy gates: and the Levite, because he hath no portion nor in¬ 
heritance with thee, and the sojourner, and the fatherless, and 
the widow, that are within thy gates, shall come, and shall eat 
and be satisfied; that Jehovah thy God may bless thee in all 
the work of thy hand which thou doest.” The Old Testament 
does not make clear whether this refers to a third tithe every 
three years .or whether the second tithe was used completely 
for the poor each third year. According to some ancient schol¬ 
ars each third year the second tithe was to be given entirely to 
the Levites and the poor. But according to Josephus (Antiqui¬ 
ties, IV, VIII, 22), the Poor Tithe was actually a third one. 

In summary, the Mosaic Law required the Jew to give 
one-tenth of all his increase each year to support the Levites 
as they ministered to God in the Tabernacle. The Levites in 
turn tithed to the priests so that they might have a living. In 
addition to this, the eleven tribes were to give a second tithe 
each year for the purpose of religious feasts in Jerusalem in 
connection with the worship in the Tabernacle or the Temple. 
Each third year they gave a Poor Tithe. This went to the 
Levites, widows, orphans, and the poor (Deut. 26:12-18). 
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V. DIVINE BLESSINGS ON THE TITHE 

God’s blessings are always commensurate with man’s re¬ 
sponsibilities. At first glance, it appears that God had required 
much of the Children of Israel in the amount of giving, but 
God has never required man to give to Him other than what 
He has first blessed him with. God told them if they would 
obey His commandments that He would bless them abundantly. 
He said, “Blessed shalt thou be in the city,* and blessed shalt 
thou be in the field. Blessed shall be the fruit of thy ground, 
and the fruit of thy beasts, the increase of thy cattle, and the 
young of thy flock. Blessed shall be thy basket and thy knead¬ 
ing-trough. Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and 
blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out” (Deut. 28:3-6). 
Solomon exhorted the people of his day to “Honor Jehovah 
with thy substance, and with the first-fruits of all thine in¬ 
crease : So shall thy bams be filled with plenty, And thy vats 
shall overflow with new wine” (Proverbs 3:9-10). 

Perhaps the most familiar of God’s promises to Israel is 
found in Malachi 8:10-12, where God challenged Israel to: 

Bring ye the whole tithe into the store-house, 
that there may be food in my house, and prove me 
how herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I will not 
open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a 
blessing, that there shall not be room enough to re¬ 
ceive it. And I will rebuke the devourer for your 
sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your 
ground; neither shall your vine cast its fruit before 
the time in the field, saith Jehovah of hosts, And all 
nations shall call you happy; for ye shall be a delight¬ 
some land, saith Jehovah of hosts. 

God is a loving and a generous God. He is the same today 
as he was in Israel’s day. 


QUESTIONS — GIVING 

DISCUSSION: 

1. What is the first basic principle of Christian giving? 


2. Write the second principle of Christian giving? 
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3. Summarize the giving required under the Mosaic law. 



COMPLETE: 

1. For an offering Cain brought- and Abel 

brought__ 

2. List four things the Bible says God owns. 



3. Melchizedek was the king of_and_ 

of God Mist High. 


4. What do these scriptures say God gives us? 

a. James 1:5- 

b. Romans 6:23_ 

c. I Timothy 6:17__ 

5. Israel gave the first tithe to the-because 

they had no__ 

6. List three blessings God promised to Israel in Malachi 3: 
10 - 12 . 
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Lesson Eleven 

GIVING IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 


L TTie True Nature of GWng. 

A. It If a grace. 

B. Ac* of Worship. 

1. Definite Responsibility. 

2. Worship is directed toward God. 

C It it an act of lore. 

IL Reasons for Giving. 

A Advance the work of the kingdom. 

B. To develop spirituality in the Christian. 

1. A right attitude toward money. 

2. Develop the Godlike quality of unselfishness. 

G Future Accountability. 

IIL What is the Stan d a r d of Christian liberality? 

A. God Is the only one who can set the standard of 
liberality. 

B. More is required of the Christian than the Jew. 


In the New Testament the subject of giving Is very prom¬ 
inent. The sacred writers have far more to say about the cor¬ 
rect and incorrect usage of money than they do about baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper combined. One third of our Lord’s 
parables dealt with money. One verse in every six of the Syn¬ 
optic Gospels deals with money. 

L THE TRUE NATURE OF GIVING 

Many people fail to give as they should largely because 
they do not understand the true nature of giving. Once a sin¬ 
cere Christian sees the full meaning of this part of his Chris¬ 
tian life, It then becomes a joy and a Moaning to giv®. 
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A. It is a grace. In II Corinthians 8:7 Paul speaks of 
giving as a grace. “But as ye abound in everything, in faith, 
and utterance, and knowledge, and in all earnestness, and in 
your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also/' Webster 
defines grace as “any spiritual gift or attainment.” We speak 
of love, joy, peace as Christian graces. Paul calls them “fruit 
of the Spirit” (Galatians 5:22). These graces are character¬ 
istics or attributes which the Spirit produces in the Christian's 
life. 

A grace is a definite spiritual quality of life which is not 
inherent in the natural man, but which grows within his heart 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Man by nature is selfish. 
The first law of life is "self-preservation." Man thinks of him¬ 
self, his family, his needs and desires first. Only as he becomes 
like God does he begin to put God and others before himself. 

This being the case then, man learns to be unselfish and 
learns to give just like he learns to do other things in the 
Christian life. When an individual finds himself unable to give 
freely to God, he should pray that God will enable him to have 
the right attitude toward his money and to handle it in a 
Christ-like manner. The ability to give freely, liberally, and 
with the proper attitude and motives is a spiritual attainment 
toward which every Christian should strive. 

B. Act of Worship. Many Christians look upon the offer¬ 
ing as sort of a “necessary evil” to keep the bills paid. A 
preacher said one time, “If I had my way, I would never take 
an offering." This preacher obviously did not understand the 
true nature of giving. Instead of being a nuisance the offering 
is a sublime act of worship to God. 

God required all male Jews to attend the three major 
feasts held each year: passover, pentecost, and the feast of 
tabernacles. When they came, God said, “and they shall not 
appear before the Lord empty: every man shall give as he is 
able, according to the blessing of Jehovah thy God which he 
hath given thee" (Deut 16:16-17). These feasts were a part 
of their worship of Jehovah. He expected than to bring an 
offering in proportion to their blessings. This was an act of 
worship. 

The same concept is taught in the New Testament. In 
Acts 2:42, Luke lists the worship of the early church. Along 
with teaching, the Lord's Supper, and prayer, he adds “fellow¬ 
ship.” This same word is translated in Romans 15:26 as “con¬ 
tribution." The word “fellowship” basically means “sharing." 
This sharing or giving by the New Testament Church was 
considered by the Holy Spirit to be worship of God. 

TMa la furthor confirmed in I Cor. IS :2 whara Paul in¬ 
structs the church “Upon the first day of the week let every 
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one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, 
that there be no gatherings when I come.” On the same day 
that they worshipped God in prayer, in Bible study, and the 
Lord’s Supper, they were also to worship with their offerings. 

To consider Christian giving as a dedicated act of worship 
is to lift it out of the realm of the unimportant to that of a: 

1. Definite Responsibility. Too many people view Chris¬ 
tian giving as being a minor part of their Christian responsi¬ 
bility. One gives as he feels like it and when convenient. (Many 
people seldom “feel” like giving.) God told Israel not to appear 
before Him empty handed. The Christian today should certain¬ 
ly feel the same responsibility. The poet has caught the idea 
in this verse. 

"What giving again?" I asked in dismay. 

"And must I keep giving and giving away?” 

"Oh no,” said the angel, looking me through 

“Just give till the Lord stops giving to you.”* 

2. Worship is directed toward God. Giving, as an act of 
worship, shoula be to God. Many give to support thepreacher, 
to build a building, or to meet some other expense. This, how¬ 
ever, is a false concept. One's giving should always be to God. 
It may be used for some of these purposes but in the heart of 
the worshipper should be the thought that this is a gift to God. 

In the loaf of the Lord’s Supper one should see the body 
of Christ. In the cup the blood of Christ is seen. Perhaps in 
the bottom of the offering plate should be painted the hand of 
Christ so that the Christian will be reminded that his offering 
is given to Christ. The poet said: 

"Give as you would to the Master. 

If you met His loving look; 

Give as you would of your substance 
As if His hand the offering took.”* 

C. It is an Act of Love. Love is the greatest motivating 
power in the world. All Christian service should be primarily 
motivated by love. Christian giving should also be done because 
of love. Paul wrote to the church at Corinth and urged them 
to “show ye therefore unto them in the face of the churches 
the proof of your love, and of our glorying on your behalf’ 
(II Cor. 8:24). God, the same as man, likes some tangible 
proof of love. This is one way we show it. John says, “My little 
children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed 
and in truth” (I John 3:18). God can often tell more about our 
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love for Him through the offering plate than by our c l ai ms of 
love for Him. 

It seems fitting that the offering plates should be placed 
on the same table as the Lord’s Supper. In the Lord’s Supper 
one sees the greatest picture or evidence of God’s love that is 
known to man. In the offering should be seen at least one evi¬ 
dence of man’s love for God. Truly it should be to the Christian 
a table of love. 

In summary, Christian giving is a grace or Christian 
attainment that God develops in our lives through His Holy 
Spirit. It is an act of worship of God. It is not an incidental 
part of our Christian experience, but is a definite act of obedi¬ 
ence and worship unto God. It is an act of love motivated by 
the love of God towards us and springing from the love of God 
in our hearts. John states it clearly when he says “we love 
Him, because He first loved us” (I John 4:19). 

IL REASONS FOR GIVING 

A. Advance the work of the kingdom. Man lives in a 
material world. It takes money or material wealth to cany on 
God’s work in this world. It takes money to support the preach¬ 
ing of the Gospel. Paul commends the Philippian church for 
their generous support in the preaching of the Gospel. They had 
sent offerings to him during his work in Thessalonica (Phil. 
4:16-16). They had supported him in his preaching in Corinth 
(II Cor. 11:9). They later sent a gift to him while he was a 
prisoner in Rome. It takes money to care for the widow and the 
orphan, to build church buildings, send missionaries, and print 
Bibles. This reason for giving is apparent to everyone. 

B. To develop spirituality m the Christian. ThiB purpose 
for Christian giving is the primary one. The question is asked. 
Why does God require us to give? The obvious answer is that 
we might become like Him. It is true that God owns every¬ 
thing, If He chose, He could provide miraculously all the needs 
that the Church has. This, however, would not develop Chris¬ 
tian character and God-likeness in His children. All of God’s 
laws and requirements are for our good. Paul in urging the 
Corinthians to give, reminded them that God would Increase 
the fruits of their righteousness. “You will be enriched in 
every way for great generosity” (II Cor. 9:11). Paul indicates 
in this scripture that God would bless them and enrich them 
spiritually because they gave. 

Jesus says “for where your treasure is there will your 
heart be also” (Matt. 6:21). Anytime that an individual gives 
to something he will have more interest in it. This is because 
hi* monoy represents a part of his life. When he has invested 
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his life in something, then he is concerned about it. Jesus 
understood this principle, that if a man will put his money in 
the kingdom of God that this will be one means of reaching his 
heart for the kingdom also. God wants the man not the money. 
But he uses money to reach the man. In Luke 16:10-12, Jesus 
teaches that monev is a testing ground or a method by which 
God determines whether man is worthy of spiritual blessings. 
He states that: 

He that is faithful in very little is faithful also in 
much: and he that is unrighteous in a very little is 
unrighteous also in much. If therefore ye have not 
been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will 
commit to your trust the true riches? And if ye have 
not been faithful in that which is another's, who will 
give you that which is your own? 

In this scripture money or material wealth is represented by 
the words ‘'little,” "unrighteous mammon," “that which is 
another’s” Spiritual riches are represented by the words 
“much,” “true riches,” "that which is your own.” Jesus says 
that if we have not been faithful in our material wealth, if we 
have not handled them right, then we will not receive the true 
riches which are spiritual. In other words, when we learn to 
handle our money right, then God will grant to us the greater 
spiritual riches which He has in store for us. By the same 
token, if a Christian fails to pass the test in handling his 
money, then Jesus indicates that he will not receive great 
spiritual blessings. It is a true statement that you never see a 
truly spiritual man who is stingy. The reason being that his 
stinginess is the block which prevents God from filling his life 
with true righteousness. 

God requires us to give in an effort to instill within us: 
1. A right attitude toward money. The Lord wants us to 
develop the concept that money is our servant, not our master. 
The poet has said: 

Dug from the mountain side, 

Washed from the glen. 

Servant am I 

Or the master of men. 1 

When a Christian understands that God gives him mate¬ 
rial blessings to be used for God and good, then his money 
becomes his servant. Money can be used as a blessing in a 
thousand ways when it is the servant of a Christian, but when 
money becomes the master, a tragedy can result. A prime ex¬ 
ample is the rich young ruler in Mark 10. 

1. Aulta U**viraa 
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2. Develop the Godlike quality of unselfishness. There’s 
perhaps no characteristic more foreign to the nature of God 
than that of selfishness and covetousness. God loved us so much 
that He gave His Son. God, who gives us richly all things to 
enjoy, has no trace of selfishness in Him. He asks us to give 
that we may develop this same spirit within us. 

A preacher was asked by the elders to issue a letter from 
the church office stating that the church was not meeting its 
budget and urging the members to give more generously. One 
of the members of the church, highly incensed at receiving the 
letter, wrote the preacher a sharp reply. He concluded his 
letter with these words: "It seems to me that all there is to 
Christianity is give, give, give V* 

Wisely the preacher did not answer the letter immediate¬ 
ly. Some time later after much thought he wrote the member 
this note: "Dear Sir: Thank you for writing and giving me 
the best definition of Christianity that I have ever heard— 
'give, give, give!' ’’ 

The more one studies Christianity the more he realizes 
that the words “love" and "give” are inseparable and form 
the basis of true Christian living. 

C. Future Accountability. Jesus said, “For the Son of 
man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and 
then he shall reward every man according to his works” (Matt. 
16:27). Paul echoed the words of the Master when he wrote: 
"For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; 
that every one may receive the things done in his body, accord¬ 
ing to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad" (II Cor. 
5:10). The Hebrew writer reminds us that "it is appointed 
unto men once to die but after this the judgment" (Hebrews 
9:27). The song writer has expressed the idea of the future 
judgment and its purpose in this verse: "There is coming a 
day when to judgment we go, there to reap as in life we have 
sown, so be careful each day what you do, what you say, for 
you meet it again by and by." 

When the scriptures tell us that we shall give an account 
of the deeds done here on earth, it is evident that God will 
examine our giving along with other acts of Christian service. 
God rebuked the Jews for their greed and accused them of 
robbing Him. When they asked wherein they had robbed Him, 
He said "in tithes and offering. Ye are cursed with a curse: 
for ye have robbed Me, even this whole nation" (Malachi 
3:8-9). I am sure that God will be less pleased with the Chris¬ 
tian if he robs Him. Paul in Colossians 3:5 speaks of covetous¬ 
ness as being idolatry. This is a serious sin. It was so serious 
that It cost the rich young ruler his eternal salvation. It ia 
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unthinkable that a Christian who has received every blessing 
imaginable, from God, would in turn rob Him by keeping back 
material blessings which belong to God. This is both ingrati¬ 
tude and stealing. We must learn to give in the right propor¬ 
tion as well as with the right attitude and motive lest we be 
condemned at the judgment of God. 

On the other hand, when we die, God will entrust to us 
the true riches of eternity if we have been faithful in the use 
of our money on earth. We will then hear Him say, “Well done, 
good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord" Matt. 25:23). 

John Rutledge was right when he said, “By doing good 
with his money a man, as it were, stamps the image of God 
upon it, and makes it pass current for the merchandise of 
heaven.” 


m. WHAT IS THE STANDARD OF 
CHRISTIAN LIBERALITY? 

Having seen that giving is a Christian grace, and also a 
part of our worship of God, the logical auestion arises, How 
much should I give? What is liberal giving? 

•It Is evident that man is not qualified to set the standard 
of liberality. Because some who give 1% of their income be¬ 
lieve that they are generous. Others who give 20% feel that 
they are rendering only a reasonable service to God. Evidently 
both groups are not right. That would create in the church a 
situation similar to ancient Israel when “every man did that 
which was right in his own eyes” (Judges 17:6). 

A. God is the only one who can set the standard of liber¬ 
ality. In the scriptures there is no maximum amount that a 
Christian can give. When it comes to how much he can give, 
the sky is the limit. However, the Bible does indicate a mini¬ 
mum or starting place for Christian giving. In Lesson 10 we 
see that the Jew in the Old Testament gave a first tithe to 
support the Lord’s work (Lev. 27:30-32; Num. 18:21-28). In 
addition he gave a second tenth in worship of God (Deut. 12: 
17-19). The righteous Jew also gave offerings in addition to 
the tithe (Malachi 3:8). 

B. More is required of the Christian than the Jew. The 
New Testament urges the Christian to give liberally (Acts 
12:8) ; to give "bountifully” and cheerfully (II Cor. 9:6, 7). 
Jesus told his disciples that “Except your righteousness shall 
exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall 
in no case enter the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 0:20). 
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Certainly God does not require less of the Christian than 
He did of the Jew. Surely the Christian should begin with the 
tithe and exceed that just as much as His love for God dictates, 
and the necessities of life permit. 

John G. Alber wrote: 

To say that the principle of the tithe has been 
abolished in Christ is to say that while in everything 
else Christ has enlarged upon Moses, in this respect 
the Gospel sounds a retreat; that Christianity has 
lowered the standard of the virtue of liberality; that 
with greater blessings than the Jew, the Christian 
may, if he feels like it, give less for the sake of the 
world than the Jew gave for the sake of Palestine; 
that the Jew did more under a loveless law than the 
Christian under the law of love. 

That cold duty calls forth greater sacrifice 
under the law than gratitude under the gospel; that 
Sinai is stronger than Calvary; that the outcome is 
better when Moses sternly drives than when Christ 
lovingly draws; and that for the sake of the world 
with all its heathenism and sin we had better return 
to the “yoke of bondage” of the Old Testament Such 
conjecture could not stand the light of reason if there 
were no revelation. 1 

The Christian has a greater covenant with God (Hebrews 
8:6). He has better promises under that covenant (Heb. 8:6; 
II Peter 1:4). He has a greater commission to carry the Gospel 
to the whole world (Matt. 16:15-16). The needs are greater. 
To meet these needs the Christian must give more than the 
Jew to be pleasing to Christ and to reach the world with the 
Gospel. 


QUESTIONS —GIVING IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 

FILL IN THE BLANKS 

1. II Cor. 9:6, 7—“But this I say, He which soweth_ 

-shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth 

-shall reap also bountifully. Every man 

acco rding as he purposeth in his_, so let 

l. ajw, Jvfca a.. Zh* mnap*. •/ UM TUX,. L««mK f* tbruakc: fUporUr Pub C».. 
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him give; not_or of- 

for God loveth a_giver.” 

2. I Cor. 16:2—“Upon the-day of the week let 

everyone of you lay by him in store, as God hath- 

-him, that there be no-when 

I come.” 

3. Matthew 5:20—“For I say unto you, That except your 

-shall-the- 

of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case- 

-into the kingdom of heaven.” 

COMPLETE: 

1. Giving is a grace. A grace is_ 

2. List three (3) reasons why the Christian should give. 


c. _ 

3. What two (2) ideas are expressed in the statement that 
giving is an act of worship?- 


4. List all the reasons you can why a Christian should give 
more under grace than the Jew did under Law. 
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Lesson Twelve 

THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH 


L What is the mission of the church? 

II. What does mission* mean? 

III. Christianity is missionary by nature. 

A. Christianity claims to be the only true religion. 

B. Christianity's view of mankind is that all hare sinned 
and need the salvation which is in Christ. 

C Christ, the head of the church, was the world’s greatest 
missionary. 


IV. Motives for missions. 

A. A keen realisation of what we have in Christ and the 
consciousness of the world’s desperate need for it- 

B. The command of Christ. 

C. Gratitude for salvation. 

V. Who Is responsible for missions? 

VI. Methods for missions. 

A. Selection of preaching points. 

B. Preaching and Prayer. 

C. Paul established indigenous churches. 


L WHAT IS THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH? 

The purpose of the church is expressed clearly and briefly 
in Matthew 28:19-20. It is two-fold. First, the church is to 

teach all men concerning Christ, and bring them to saving 
faith in Him. Then they are to baptize them into Christ (Matt. 
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28:19). Secondly, the church is to continue to teach these 
obedient believers until they are built up and established in 
Him (Matt. 28:20). This is the only task the church has; the 
only reason for its existence. Its mission is to bring men to 
Christ and to build them into the image of Christ. This pro- 
gram is world wide. It continues as long as one soul is lost. 
We can say then that the evangelisation of the world is the 
mission of the church. 

EL WHAT DOES MISSIONS MEAN? 

The most frequently used term for this world evangelism 
is the term missions. What do we mean by missions? The 
dictionary defines the noun “mission" as “the act of sending, 
or state of being sent, with certain powers, to do some special 
service;—a calling, especially to preach and spread a religion." 
The term “missions" is not in the New Testament. It came 
from the Latin word, “Jfitto,” “I send." A missionary is a 
“sent-one" or “one sent on a mission." It is synonymous with 
“apostle” (from the Greek, AposteUo, “I send”). The word 
“missions" is a modern term for the great purpose of the 
church—world wide evangelism. 

ID. CHRISTIANITY IS MISSIONARY BY NATURE 

The question is often asked, Why send missionaries to 
other lands when they already have a religion? What is the 
justification for sending millions of dollars and thousands of 
missionaries, to convert other nations to Christianity? Would 
it not be better to leave them alone where they are and not 
disturb them with this new teaching? If Christianity is just a 
religion among many religions and if Christ is a Saviour 
among many Saviours then there would be little point in going. 
If this is true, then there would be other ways of salvation 
open to them. 

The justification for world missions is in the very nature 
of Christianity itself. There are at least two major things that 
make Christianity missionary. These are its exclusive claims 
and its view of mankind. 

A. Christianity claims to be the only true religion. This 
claim brought it into conflict with the Romans of the first 
century and continues to create resentment among unbelievers 
today. The Romans would gladly have given it a place among 
the many religions of the empire but they objected to the 
exclusiveness of the Christian faith. They resented its saying 
that all other religions were false. 

There ia no douht that the New Testament claims exclu¬ 
siveness for its message. Jehovah is not a God; He is the only 
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God. Paul says, “we know that an idol is nothing in the world, 
and that there ia none other God but one” (I Cor. 8:4). Jesus 
Christ is not a Saviour; He is the only Saviour of men. Speak¬ 
ing of Jesus, Peter said, “there is no other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts 4:12). 
This is why Christianity is missionary. “If the gospel 
is the only message that can offer men eternal life—then how 
can I keep auiet? Can I rejoice in my salvation, knowing that 
others are dying without that salvation? Must I not feel as 
Paul did when he wrote to the Romans, 'I am a debtor ... to 
preach the gospel to you’ (Romans 1:14-15) V*' 

B. Christianity’s view of mankind is that aU have sinned 
and need the salvation which is m Christ. Salvation means to 
be saved from sin and from the results of sin. There was a 
firm belief that sin had alienated the whole world from God 
by corrupting the nature of man and had brought condemna¬ 
tion and death. “All have sinned" (Romans 3:23) and no one 
can save himself from it. Only in Christ can salvation from 
sin be found. This belief was the compelling force that sent 
the early Christians away from home and family to face hard¬ 
ship, persecution, and death to carry this saving message to 
those dying in sin. These two beliefs of the church make 
Christianity missionary by its very nature. 

C. Christ, the head of the church, was the world’s greatest 
missionary. A third reason for missions is the example of 
Christ. Jesus not only taught missions, and commanded mis¬ 
sions, but He Himself was the greatest missionary in history. 
John wrote, “God sent His only begotten Son into the world, 
that we might believe through Him" (I John 4:9). Jesus 
Christ then was a missionary, a "sent one." He was sent from 
heaven to earth with a definite purpose. The Lord told what 
that purpose was when He said, “the Son of man is come to 
seek and to save that which was lost" (Luke 19:10). Again He 
said, “I came down from heaven not to do my own will but 
the will of him that sent me" (John 6:38). His purpose was 
the same as any missionary today. He was sent to save those 
who were lost—"dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1). 
When we do missionary work today, we are continuing the 
great program begun by our Lord when He left heaven and 
came to earth to make salvation possible for all men. 

IV. MOTIVES FOR MISSIONS 

A motive is something that prompts one to act. It is a 
force that moves or impells one to do something. What are the 

proper motive* for going as a missionary or in sending others? 
I. Oomk. ibNlt R , An Int r o +ott o* to Hu StnJ* of CUiottom Miooiono. V— t*. 
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There are many motives which tug at the heart of the true 
believer but we will mention only a few. 

A. A keen realization of what we have in Christ and the 
consciousness of the world’s desperate need for it. When a man 
truly sees Christ and understands what He has done for him, 
he can never be happy until he shares Him with another. When 
one realizes that he cannot live without Christ, then he can 
not bear to think of other men living without Him. After hav¬ 
ing tasted of the water of life, he can not stand idly by and see 
another die for lack of this same water. Herein lies one of the 
greatest motives for world evangelism. 

If a Christian will look at the ^ross of Calvary until the 
true meaning of what Christ did there is clear, then he can 
never be selfish with the message of love expressed in Christ. 

This is the meaning of John 3:16. God so loved that He 
gave His Son to save lost men. Jesus loved and gave His life 
as a ransom for them. (Rom. 5:6-8.) We today as God's chil¬ 
dren must continue this search until every lost brother of ours 
and child of God is found and brought safely back to his 
heavenly Father. 

B. The command of Christ. Jesus not only taught and 
practiced missions, He also commanded it All four Gospels 
and the Acts give the great commission in one form or an¬ 
other. Matthew 28:18-20 says, “And Jesus came to them and 
spake unto them, saying. All authority hath been given unto 
me in heaven and on earth. Go ye therefore, and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them unto the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to ob¬ 
serve all things whatsoever I commanded you: and lo, I am 
with you always, even unto the end of the world.” Mark re¬ 
corded it in a somewhat shorter form. “And he said unto them, 
Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to the whole 
creation. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but 
he that disbelieveth shall be condemned” (Mark 16:15-16). 
Luke gives the commission in these words, “And he said unto 
them, Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer, and rise 
again from the dead the third day; and that repentance and 
remission of sins should be preached in his name unto all the 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem” (Luke 24:46-49). John 
tells us that when Christ first appeared to His disciples after 
His resurrection he said, “as my Father hath sent me, even so 
send I you” (John 20:21). Again in Acts 1:8 we have another 
expression of the same command. “But ye shall receive power, 
when the Holy Spirit is come upon you: and ye shall be my 
witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost part of the earth." 
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For one who has never acknowledged the Lordship of 
Christ, His commandment has no force. But if one has whole¬ 
heartedly submitted to the authority of Christ, he will find his 
greatest pleasure in earnestly carrying out His will. He will 
rejoice in the honor of being an ambassador for Christ, seek¬ 
ing to reconcile man to God (II Cor. 6:18-20). 

The believer should obey the Lord’s command simply be¬ 
cause of who He is: the head of the church, the Lord of Lords 
and the King of Kings. It should be a joyous privilege to do so. 
However, there is the added motive of judgment, if one does 
not obey. Many people think they can have their Christianity 
“with or without missions.” Many church leaders will simply 
dismiss the subject with the statement, “I do not believe in 
missions.” Others will neglect to do a thing about it just as 
though Christ had never spoken or given a command. 

Many Christians would shrink from the thought of leav¬ 
ing out the command of baptism in the great commission, yet 
will freely ignore the part where Jesus says “go ye into all the 
world” (Mark 16:15). The same Lord that commanded bap¬ 
tism, also commanded that the Gospel be carried to the entire 
world. Man has not been given the privilege of obeying part 
of the Lord’s command and ignoring the rest He does this at 
his own peril. 

In II Cor. 5:10, Paul speaks of his appearance before the 
judgment seat of Christ to give an account of his life. He then 
says, “knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade 
men” (II Cor. 5:11). With Paul, his preaching the garoel was 
not simply a matter of choice. The Lord had spoken. Knowing 
the terror of the Lord upon the disobedient, he feared not to 
obey. He further clarifies his feelings when he says, “For if I 
preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of; for necessity is 
laid upon me; for woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel” 
(I Cor. 9:16). Christians today must regain this holy fear of 
God, and evangelize the world, or face His wrath at the judg¬ 
ment 

C. Gratitude for Salvation. The newspapers reported the 
story of a man who had been healed of a dread disease by a 
doctor. In an effort to express his undying love and gratitude 
to the doctor, he rented a large bill-board on a main highway. 
On it, in large letters, he placed the doctor's name and told the 
story of his healing. 

The sinner who has been healed of the malady of sin, by 
God’s grace, should never cease to tell the world or the saving 
grace that is in Christ, our great physician. This should be a 
compelling motive for missions. We are saved to save others. 
Paul Bay*. “I-am debtor ... mo much aa in mo »■, I am ready to 

preach the Gospel” (Romans 1:14-15). 
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V. WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR MISSIONS? 

Jesus gave the great commission to the Apostles. How¬ 
ever, it was not theirs alone to carry out. The early church 
clearly understood that it was the task of every believer. 

Philip was one of the first deacons but he became such 
an effective preacher that he was later called “Philip the 
Evangelist” (Acts 21:8) - When the church was scattered from 
Jerusalem following the death of Stephen, it says "therefore 
they that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching 
the word” (Acts 8:4). This was not the Apostles, for they 
remained in Jerusalem (Acts 8:1). These were the members 
of the church. Every believer was a preacher in the true sense 
of the word. In Revelation 22:17 is recorded Christ’s last great 
commission to his disciples. “And the Spirit and the bride say. 
Come. And he that heareth, let him say, Come. And he that is 
athirst, let him come: he that will, let him take the water of 
life freely.” Everyone that hears, in the sense of believing and 
accepting, is to immediately begin calling others to the water 
of life. 

Who is to do missionary work? Every Christian is, in¬ 
dividually and corporately as the church. Every Christian 
should feel a sense of divine mission to both go and send. He 
should first go to those in his own neighborhood. The Lord 
may also call him to go to other lands. If he does not go to 
foreign lands, then he should do his utmost to provide for those 
who do go. The Lord will not ask at the judgment, “What did 
your church do for missions?” But will ask, “What did you 
do?” Until each believer feels this personal responsibility, the 
world will not be won for Christ. 

“Lord, Thou hast giv’n to me a trust, 

A high and holy dispensation, 

To tell the world, and tell I must. 

The story of Thy great salvation; 

Thou might’st have sent from heav’n above 
Angelic hosts to tell the story, 

But in Thy condescending love, 

On men Thou hast conferred the glory. 

“Let me be faithful to my trust, 

Telling the world the story; 

Press on my heart the woe, 

Put in my feet the go; 

Let me be faithful to my trust, 

And use me for Thy glory.” 1 
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VL METHODS FOR MISSIONS. 

The mention of missionary methods immediately calls to 
mind the book of Acts. In this book, God has furnished His 
church with the finest textbook on missions in existence. One 
writer speaks of Acts as “the authorized Missionary Manual 
of the church.’** 

Books have been written on the missionary methods con¬ 
tained in Acts. The mention of a few will suffice for this studv. 

A. Selection of preaching points. Paul did not seemingly 
lay out his entire itinerary on a tour but rather left room for 
the Holy Spirit to guide him. However, there is a pattern to 
Paul's preaching points on his tours. 

Wherever possible the Apostle Paul followed Roman 
roads. The reason being that over these roads flowed the 
stream of commerce from one important city to another. Paul 
chose cities because of their strategic importance for trade, 
politics, or education. Antioch, of Syria, for instance, had a 
population of about 500,000. It was the third metropolis of the 
Mediterranean world and was the home of the Imperial legate 
of Syria. This was an ideal place for Paul to concentrate his 
efforts because of the great influence this city could have on 
the world about it 

Cyprus, though a small island, provided an excellent start¬ 
ing point for evangelization because it lay within easy reach 
of three continents and was a convenient center of trade. 
Corinth was the commercial and political capital of the prov¬ 
ince of Asia. Here Paul spent nearly three years. Paul would 
plant the church in central strategic locations. He then left the 
local church to evangelize surrounding areas. 

B. Preaching and prayer. When Paul had chosen a field 
of labor he then proceeded to establish a church by preaching 
and teaching (cf. Acts 14:1; 17:1-3, 17; 18:5; 19:8-9). Paul 
knew of no way for lost men to be saved except through the 
medium of preaching. He told the Corinthians, "It was God’s 
good pleasure through the foolishness of the preaching to save 
them that believe” (I Cor. 1:21). This preaching was essential 
to produce faith. "So belief cometh of hearing, and hearing by 
the word of Christ” (Rom. 10:17). In Romans 10:14 he ex¬ 
presses the vital need for preaching as he wrote, “But how 
are men to call upon him in whom they have not believed? And 
how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? 
And how are they to hear without a preacher?” To Paul, 
preaching was the means chosen of God to bring men to Christ 
and establish churches. 
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Prayer was another chief method used by Paul. Through¬ 
out his letters, he asked for the prayers of his fellow Chris¬ 
tians and assured them of his prayers for them. He asked for 
prayers for the spread of the gospel (II Thes. 3:1); for his 
deliverance from great perils (II Cor. 1:10-11); that the Jew¬ 
ish Christians in Jerusalem might accept the offerings of the 
Gentiles (Rom. 15:80-81); and that he might be given the 
opportunity to preach the gospel message (Col. 4:8). He also 
assured his converts that he was in continual prayer for them 
(Phil. 1:8-6). 

Paul depended on his personal prayer life as the driving 
force of his life. He used prayer as a method because it unfail¬ 
ingly brought results for the advancement of the kingdom. 

C. Paul established indigenous churches. By indigenous 
is meant that the church was self-governing, self-supporting, 
and self-propagating. 

1. Self-governing. From the study of Acts we learn that 
Paul did not oversee the church any longer than was necessary 
to develop leadership. This is evident on his first missionary 
tour. Paul and Barnabas established churches in Antioch of 
Pisidia, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe. As they returned con¬ 
firming and exhorting the churches, Luke records, “and when 
they had appointed elders for them in every church, with 
prayer and fasting, they committed them to the Lord in whom 
they believed” (Acts 14:23). In Acts 20 we note there were 
elders in the church at Ephesus (cf. Phil. 1:1). Titus is in¬ 
structed to appoint elders in every city on the island of Crete 
(Titus 1:5). These local leaders continued the teaching and 
overseeing of the church while Paul moved to another field. 

2. Self-supporting. Self-support was the second principle 
followed by Paul. By self-support is meant that the individual 
church took care of its own financial needs. There are in¬ 
stances of one church lending assistance to a sister congrega¬ 
tion when they were in need. For example, Antioch Bent relief 
to Jerusalem (Acts 11:27-S0). Paul collected benevolent gifts 
throughout Asia and Greece for the poor saints in Judea (I 
Cor. 16:1, 2; Romans 15:81). However, there is no evidence 
that a church received money for their regular expenses. 

Paul instructed the churches in Galatia to support those 
who taught them the word. “Let him who received instruction 
in the Word (of God) share all good things with his teacher— 
contributing to his support” (Galatians 6:6, Amplified). Paul 
writes to Timothy, “Let the elders who rule well be considered 
worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in preach¬ 
ing and teaching" (I Tim. 5:17, RSV). This principle of self- 
support should receive careful attention today. Considerable 
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harm can be done by making the native church dependent for 
its existence on the money supplied by the missionaries. It can 
rob the native Christians of spiritual growth and blessings de¬ 
rived from a life of faith. It can cause the church to shirk ita 
responsibility for the local work. If, however, they are proper¬ 
ly taught and given the responsibility for their own affairs, 
they will usually respond in a commendable way. It certainly 
worked in the first century. It should work in the twentieth. 

8. Self-propagation. This principle is dependent to a great 
extent upon the enactment of the previous two. For when a 
church is not self-governing and self-supporting, it rarely is 
self-reproducing. This principle is very evident in the New 
Testament is as seen, for example, in the Tesssalonian breth¬ 
ren. Paul says, “For not only has the word of the Lord sounded 
forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in 
God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say any¬ 
thing” (I Thess. 1:8). In the majority of cases the native 
workers can win their own people much faster than a foreigner 
can. The other vital fact is that when Paul taught these 
churches to evangelize those around them, he was enlisting 
every Christian in the work of the ministry and not just a 
few paid workers. This is teaching the whole church to min¬ 
ister (Ephesians 4:11-12). This principle is also valid and 
necessary today. 


QUESTIONS —THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH 

COMPLETE: 

1. Why is Christianity missionary by its very nature? 


2. What type of cities did Paul choose to plant new churches? 


8. What, to you, is the greatest motive for doing missionary 
work? 
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4. List the three (3) characteristics of an indigenous church, 

a. - 

b_ 

c._ 

5. How would you answer this objection: “The great commis¬ 
sion was given only to the Apostles. I am not responsible 

for it”_ 


DEFINE THESE WORDS: 

1. Missionary— 

2. Indigenous— 

8. Mission— 

4. Motive— 

5. Commission— 
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Lesson 7 hirt e•n 
THE COMING OF THE LORD 


L Tie Certainhy of His Coming. 

A. Some doubt His return. 

B. The evidence for Hi» coming. 

1. By Jesus Himself. 

2. The testimony of angels. 

3. The testimony of the Apostles. 

4. Proof from type. 

5. The witness of the Lord's Supper. 

D. The Manner of His Coming. 

A. Visibly. 

B. With the clouds. 

C In Glory with the angels. 

D. In convulsions of physical nature. 

1H. The Time of His Coming. 


IV. The Christian's Response to His Coming. 

A. Separation from the world. 

B. A personal holiness. 

1. Sincerity. 

2. Sobriety. 

3. Unselfishness. 

4. Patience. 

5. Faithfulness. 

C. Watchfulness. 

D. Working. 
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There is no truth in the Bible more important than that 
of our Lord’s return to earth. His first coming was to obtain 
salvation for man. The second coming will be to receive those 
who through faith and obedience have obtained that salvation 
(Hebrews 7:28). 

The importance of this doctrine is seen in the attention 
and emphasis given to the second coming in the Word of God. 
One man has estimated that one-fifth of the entire New Testa¬ 
ment is directly concerned with the Lord’s return. Four of 
Jesus' parables teach concerning it. One illustration of this 
emphasis is in the First Thessalonian letter. Paul concludes 
each chapter with a reference to the Lord’s return (I Thess. 
1:10; 2:19; 3:13; 4:15-18; 5:23). Paul referred to it so often 
that they concluded that the second coming was immediate. 
He wrote II Thessalonians to correct this view. 

One cannot read the New Testament without sensing the 
vital 8pot this doctrine occupied in the thinking of the early 
church. 


L THE CERTAINTY OF HIS COMING 

A. Some doubt His return. Nothing is more clearly taught 
in the New Testament than that Christ will come again. TTiis 
is the great expectation of all true Christians. Yet there are 
some who do not believe that He is coming again in person to 
the earth. Peter foretold that there would be such men on the 
earth. The Apostle said, “in the last days mockers shall come 
with mockery, walking after their own lusts, and saying, 
Where is the promise of his coming? for, from the day that 
the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from 
the beginning of the creation" (II Peter 8b, 4). 

Because the Lord delays His coming, many have concluded 
that He will not come. The evil servant made the same errone¬ 
ous conclusion to his everlasting sorrow in the parable which 
Jesus gave in Matthew 24:45-51. 

In addition to those who reject Christ’s personal return 
there are others who try to explain it away. One group of 
religious leaders believe that as Christ’s gospel reaches more 
people that in some sense this is the fulfillment of His prom¬ 
ised return. The only coming of Christ as they see it, is when 
He comes into the hearts of each individual. This is not the 
teaching of the New Testament. 

Another group insists that Jesus came in a spiritual sense 
in 1914. The Bible teaches that Christ returned in the Spirit 
on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2). Jesus told His Apostles, 4r Lo, 
I am with you always, even unto the end of the world" (Matt. 
28:20). Jesus had also said, “If any man love me, he will keep 
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my word: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto 
him, and make our abode with him” (John 14:28). Christ has 
been with His church spiritually speaking all the time. The 
second coming as taught in the Bible is a personal, visible 

coming. 

B. The evidence for His coming. There is no lack of evi¬ 
dence that Jesus will come to earth again. Hebrews 10:87 
states, “He that shall come t oiU come, and will not tarry.” 
The prophecy of His second coming antedates even His first 
advent, being prophesied by Daniel in the Old Testament. “I 
saw in the night visions, and there came with the clouds of 
heaven one like unto a son of man, and he came even to the 
ancient of days, and they brought him near before him” 
(Daniel 7:13). The references to it in the Old Testament are 
few and somewhat obscure. It remained for the New Testa¬ 
ment to clarify this great event. The first proof of His coming 
is given: 

1. By Jesus Himself. He told the Sanhedrin, “Henceforth 
ye shall see the Son of man sitting at the right hand of Power, 
and coming on the clouds of heaven” (Matt 26:64). Earlier, 
He had expressed the same promise to the disciples saying, 
“Then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and 
then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see 
the Son of man coming on the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory” (Matt. 24:30). His best loved promise is 
found in John 14:8, “And if I go and prepare a place for you, 
I come again, and will receive you unto myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also.” Many years after Jesus had re¬ 
turned to heaven. He flashed this reassuring news to earth 
through the pen of the Apostle John, “Behold, I come quickly; 
and my reward is with me, to render to each man according 
as his work is” (Rev. 22:12). The very last message in the 
Bible is, “He who testifieth these things saith. Yea: I come 
quickly. Amerv: come. Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:20). Jesus said, 
“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not 
pass away” (Matt. 24:35). Jesus said He would come again. 
We can be sure that Christ will keep His word. 

2. The testimony of angels. As the Apostles stood on the 
Mount of Olives watching their beloved Lord ascend into heav¬ 
en, suddenly their minds were drawn back to earth by the 
appearance of two men—evidently angels—in white apparel, 
who said, “Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye looking into heav¬ 
en? this Jesus, who was received up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye beheld him going into 
heaven” (Acts 1:11). The scriptures tell us that the angels 
will accompany Him on His return. Certainly they should 
know about it and their testimony is trustworthy. 
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3. The testimony of the Apostles. The Apostle Peter is 
very emphatic as to the Lord’s return as he refutes those who 
deny it (II Peter 3:1-14). Peter tells us that the Lord is not 
slack concerning His promise to return but is long suffering, 
not wishing that any should perish but that all should come 
to repentance. Then he says, “But the day of the Lord will 
come as a thief; in the which the heavens shall pass away with 
a great noise, and the elements shall be dissolved with fervent 
heat, and the earth and the works that are therein shall be 
burned up” (II Peter 3:10; cf. Acts 3:19-21; I Peter 1:8-13; 
4:12, 18; 5:4). 

John adds his voice to the many witnesses to Christ’s 
return by saying, “Behold, he cometh with the clouds; and 
every eye shall see him, and they that pierced him; and all the 
tribes of the earth shall mourn over him. Even so, Amen” 
(Revelation 1:7). He further exhorts the Christians to “Abide 
in Him; that, if he shall be manifested, we may have boldness, 
and not be ashamed before him at his coming” (I John 2:28). 
John also reveals this wonderful thought when he says, “Be¬ 
loved, now are we children of God, and it is not yet made 
manifest what we shall be. We know that, if he shall be mani¬ 
fested, we shall be like him; for we shall see him even as he is” 
(I John 8:2). 

The Apostle Paul, more than the other Apostles, taught 
and rejoiced in the fact of the Loyd’s return. The rforious 
appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ, was “the blessed hope” 
toward which Paul ever directed the minds of his readers. 
“Ye yourselves know perfectly,” said Paul, "that the day of 
the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night” (I Theaa. 5:1-11). 
“The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God” 
(4:13-17). “As it is appointed unto men once to die, but after 
this the judgment: so Christ was once offered to bear the sins 
of many; and unto them that look for Him shall He appear 
the second time without sin unto salvation” (Heb. 9:27-28; 
cf. Acta 17:30-31; Rom. 2:16; 8:16-25; 18:11; I Cor. 1:7; 
4:5; 11:26; 15:23, 50-52; Phil. 2:16; 3:20; Col. 3 :l-4 ; I Thess. 
1:9-10; 2:19; 8:11-18; II Thess. 1:7-12; 2:1-10; II Tim. 4:0- 
8; Titus 2:13; Rev. 6:12-17; 14:14-15; 16:15-21; 20:7-15). 

4. Proof from type. God filled the Old Testament with 
shadows or dim reflections of events and institutions that 
would appear in the New Testament. These foreshadowings 
are called types. Many of these types are to be found in the 
Tabernacle. Aaron, the first High Priest of the Tabernacle, 
was a type of Christ, who is our High Priest (Hebrews 4:14). 
Once a year on the Day of Atonement, Aaron would enter the 
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Holy of Holies with the blood of animals, to make atonement 
for the sins of Israel. Following this he would come back to 
the people and pronounce a blessing upon them with the as¬ 
surance that their sins had been taken away by the atonement 
made on the Mercy Seat (cf. Numbers 6:24-26). 

Our great High Priest did not make an atonement for us 
upon a Mercy Seat here on earth but has entered “Into heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us” (Heb. 
9:24). Christ having offered Himself as a sacrifice to put 
away sin. now waits for His second return to earth to redeem 
those who are His. The Hebrew writer states it like this, “So 
Christ also, having been once offered to bear the sins of many, 
shall appear a second time, apart from sin, to them that wait 
for him, unto salvation” (Hebrews 9:28). Since Christ has 
fulfilled the first part of this type, we are certain He will 
complete the second part. 

5. The witness of the Lord’s Supper. We normally think 
of the Lord's Supper as pointing back to Calvary. like the 
cross, the Lord's Supper also points in two directions. It is 
God’s signpost pointing back to Calvary and forward to His 
return. Paul told the Corinthians, “For as often as ye eat this 
bread, and drink the cup, ye proclaim the Lord’s death till he 
come” (I Cor. 11:26). Each Lord’s day, as the Christian medi¬ 
tates on Calvary and the love of God as seen in the sacrifice of 
Christ, he should also look forward to his complete redemption 
when Christ comes again. Each week the saints of God should 
remind themselves that they are one week nearer the Lord’s re¬ 
turn. This should be a joy and a strength to keep them faithful 
to the end. This thought should also awaken one to the brevity 
of time and the need for earnest effort in saving lost souls. 

With all this assurance that Jesus will come again, we 
can rest our souls with the Apostle Peter who said, “For we 
did not follow cunningly devised fables, when we made known 
unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
we were eyewitnesses of his majesty” (II Peter 1:16). And 
heed his further advice when he says, “Wherefore girding up 
the loins of your mind, be sober and set your hope perfectly 
on the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ” (I Peter 1:13). 

n. THE MANNER OF HIS COMING. 

The scripture also gives much detail as to the manner of 
the Lord’s return. Here are a few descriptions of His coming. 

A. Visibly. The angels told the Apostles “this Jesus, who 
was received up from you into heaven, shall so come in like 
manner as ye beheld him going into heaven ” (Acts 1:11). 
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They had been standing on the Mount of Olives talking to Him. 
As He lifted up His hands to bless them, His feet lifted from 
the ground and He began to ascend toward Heaven. As He 
moved upward, a bright cloud received Him out of their sight 
(Luke 24:50, 61; Acts 1:9). The Apostles were talking to Him, 
and they saw Him depart and go toward Heaven. They con¬ 
tinued to look as long as they could catch a glimpse of Him. 
The scripture says that He will come again in like manner. 
Revelation 1:7 says, “Behold, he cometh with clouds; and 
every eye shall see him and they also which pierced Him." 
One will not need to guess about His coming. Jesus said it 
would be “as the lightning cometh forth from the east, and 
is seen even unto the west; so shall be the coming of the Son 
of man" (Matt. 24:27). Those living on earth will see Him! 

B. With the clouds. Clouds have always had a special 
place in God's redemptive work. God came down on Mount 
Sinai in a cloud (Ex. 24:16). He also came down on the Mount 
of Transfiguration in a cloud (Matt. 17:5). Israel was led 
through the wilderness with a cloud by day and a pillar of fire 
by night (Ex. 13:21). Psalms 104:3 speaks of God “who 
maketh the clouds his chariot." Jesus left in a cloud. He will 
return on one. “They shall see the Son of Man coming in the 
clouds of heaven with power and great glory" (Matt. 24:30). 
One man said that each time he saw a bright cumulus cloud 
in the heavens, he found himself subconsciously searching it 
for the face of His Master. The clouds should be a silent re¬ 
minder that Jesus is coming again. 

C. In Glory with the angels. “But when the Son of man 
shall come in his glory, and all the angels with him, then shall 
he sit on the throne of his glory" (Matt. 25:31). When Jesus 
comes again it will be the triumphant march of a conquering 
king. “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven, with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first” (I These. 4:16). 
II Thess. 1:7 says, “The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with His mighty angels." Jesus came the first time as 
a babe in Bethlehem. He came quietly and unobserved by most 
of the earth. The second time will be as a king and all the earth 
will know it. The first time He came in humility, the second 
time will be glorious. He will be accompanied by the hosts 
of heaven. His ride into Jerusalem on the donkey is called the 
“Triumphal Entry." His second coming will truly be the 
Lord’s “Triumphant Re-entry" to this earth. 

Paul tells us that Jesus will descend from heaven with a 
“shout” (I Thess. 4:16). This is translated “a cry of com¬ 
mand" (rsv) ; “a loud cry of summons" (Amplified). Exactly 
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what this cry or shoot is, we do not know. Some have thought 
that it is the shouts of the heavenly host coming with Jesus. 
This scripture also says there will be the “voice of the arch- 
anger’ or the “archangel's call.” The archangel may be calling 
the company of the redeemed to join their redeemer (Matt 
24:31). This evidently refers to those who will be alive when 
Jesus returns. 

Paul states that Christ’s coming will be heralded by the 
trumpet of God. Paul calls it “the last trump” and adds, “for 
the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incor¬ 
ruptible, and we shall be changed” (I Cor. 15:52). As the 
voice of the archangel calls those who are alive, the trumpet 
may be used to raise the saints from the dead (cf. John 6:28- 
29). Together they will be caught up together in the clouds 
“to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord” (IThess. 4:17). 

D. In Convulsions of physical nature. The earth itself 
shall respond to the coming of its creator. Jesus said, “But im¬ 
mediately after the tribulation of those days the sun shall be 
darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars 
shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be 
shaken: and then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in 
heaven .. (Matt. 24:29). Romans 8:19-22, describes nature 
as longing for the time when it will be set free from its bond¬ 
age to decay and enjoy a new freedom. This no doubt is real¬ 
ized in the new earth Peter mentions (II Peter 8:13). 

HI. THE TIME OF HIS COMING 

Since the day that Christ ascended to the Father, men 
have been speculating aa to the time of His return. The Chris¬ 
tians in Thessalonica were so sure that He would come in their 
lifetime, that some seem to have quit work (II Thess. 2-3). 
William Miller set the date for His coming as 1843. Pastor 
Charles I. Russell said it would be in 1914. Obviously all these 
dates were in error. A few years ago a special assistant to the 
Postmaster General, in Washington, D.C., received a call ask¬ 
ing that he issue a commemorative stamp for the second com¬ 
ing of Christ. He was dumbfounded by the unusual request. 
However, he answered: “If you will tell me the exact time and 
place. I’ll be ready with the issue.” The caller hung up. 

When the newspapers published this incident, the post 
office department received a dozen letters from readers say¬ 
ing they knew the time and place. However, the stamp was 
never issued because the dates ranged from July 1961 to the 
year 2061! 
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that it is destined for destruction at Christ’s return. 

‘Remember Lot’s wife' (Luke 17:20-37).* 

B. A Personal Holiness. Peter says, “Wherefore, beloved, 
seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be 
found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless” (II Peter 
8:14). John reasons along the same principle when he says, 
“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall 
appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see him as he is” 
(I John 3:2). As the practical application of this hope, he then 
remarks: "and every man that hath this hope in him purifieth 
himself, even as he is pure” (I John 3:3). 

Negatively, our response to Christ’s return should be to 
repudiate all worldly lust. Positively, we should “live soberly, 
righteously, and Godly in this present world,” as we anticipate 
“that blessed hope” (Titus 2:12-13). 

The expectancy of Christ’s return is the motivation for 
all phases oi Christian living. We list a few: 

(a) Sincerity. Paul prays that the Philippians “may 
approve the things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere 
and void of offence unto the day of Christ; being filled with 
the fruits of righteousness, which are through Jesus Christ, 
unto the glory and praise of God” (Philippians 1:10, 11). 

(b) Sobriety. Paul reminds the Thessalonians that “the 
day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. . . therefore 
let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober” 
(I Thess. 5:2, 6). Evidently the term sober in this connection 
means sober as opposed to teing drunk. It is horrible to con¬ 
template that a person would be drunk on the great occasion 
of the Lord’s coming; yet the Lord also warned against this 
awful sin as He said, “and take heed to yourselves, lest at any 
time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunk¬ 
enness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you 
unawares” (Luke 21:34). What horror to be found in such a 
state at His coming I The Christian watching for his Lord will 
be sober. 

(c) Unselfishness (gentleness, forbearance). Paul ex¬ 
horts the Philippians to ‘let all men know and perceive and 
recognize your unselfishness—your consideratenesa, your for¬ 
bearing spirit. The Lord is near—He is coming soon” (Philip¬ 
pians 4:5, Amplified). 

(d) Patience. The Hebrew writer says, “for ye have need 
of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might 
receive the promise. For yet a little while, and he that shall 
come will come, and will not tarry” (Heb. 10:36, 37). This 
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patience is a stedfastness, an enduring to the end, waiting for 
His coining. In this same connection, Peter urges the Chris¬ 
tians to endure trials and persecution that “the trial of your 
faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, 
though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and 
honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ (I Peter 
1:7). 

(e) Faithfulness. The coining of the Lord is held as an 
incentive to faithfulness on the part of Elders in shepherding 
God’s flock, the church. “And when the chief Shepherd shall 
appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away” 
(I Peter 5:4). 

C. Watchfulness. At least 50 times the New Testament 
calls upon the church to “watch” for the Lord’s return. “Watch 
therefore: for ye know not on what day your Lord cometh” 
(Matt. 24:42). “Watch therefore, for ye know not the day nor 
the hour” (Matt. 25:18). “What I say unto you I say unto all, 
watch” (Mark 13:87). Peter echoes his Lord’s words when he 
insists that the Christian should always be “looking for and 
earnestly desiring the coming of the day of God” (II Peter 
8:12; cf. Luke 21:7-36; Phil. 3:20-21: I Cor. 1:7; I Thess. 
l:10;nThess. 3:5). 

Watchfulness on the part of a Christian indicates faith. 
He believes his Lord is coming. Therefore he is watching and 
waiting. Watchfulness indicates a desire for His coming. We 
are urged to earnestly anticipate “that blessed hope” of the 
Saviour’s return from heaven (Titus 2:13). This anticipation 
of deliverance gives courage and stedfastness as we fight “the 
good fight of faith." Alexander Maclaren asks, “If professing 
Christians lived with the great white throne and the heavens 
and the earth fleeing away before Him that sits on it, ever 
burning before their inward eye, how could they wallow amid 
the mire of animal indulgence?*' 1 The answer is that the true 
believer will “abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is 
good” because of the blessing and rewards which Christ will 
bringwith Him (Romans 12:9). 

D. Working. Paul, in urging Timothy to preach the word 
faithfully and fully, strives to motivate him first of all by the 
coming of Christ when He says, “I charge thee therefore be¬ 
fore God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick 
and the dead at His appearing and his kingdom, preach the 
word ...” (II Tim. 4:1,2a). 

In the parable of the talents, which Jesus gave in Mat¬ 
thew 25, the motive for using the talents was that the Lord 
would return and demand a reckoning. The parable of the 
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Waiting Servant* and of the Wise Steward says, “blessed is 
that servant whom his Lord when He cometh, shall find so 
doing'’ (Luke 12:48). When we stand before the judge of the 
universe we will want to hear Him say, "Well done.” We have 
no promise that He will say "well done” unless we have done 
well. 

Christians in every generation have looked for and ex¬ 
pected Jesus to come in their lifetime. This is as it should be. 
The anticipation of His coming moves the Christian to live 
righteously, watch faithfully and work diligently. One day 
Christ assuredly will come. We must be ready. 

Some golden daybreak, Jesus will come; 

Some golden daybreak—battles all won; 

He’ll shout the victory—break through the blue; 

Some golden daybreak—for me, for you. 


QUESTIONS —THE COMING OF THE LORD 

TRUE-FALSE 

- 1. Very little is said in the New Testament about the 

second coming. 

- 2. The Bible says Jesus will come like a thief (unex¬ 
pectedly). 

- 8. Christ will be alone when He comer this time. 

- 4. The righteous dead will be raised at Jesus' coming. 

- 5. Jesus said that no one but He and the Father knew 

the time of His return. 

- 6. Man has not been foolish enough to set a date for 

Christ’s return. 

- 7. Jesus’ return will be a spiritual coming, not a vis¬ 
ible one. 

- 8. Peter prophesied that many would deny that Christ 

would come again. 

- 9. The clouds are said to be God’s chariot. 

-10. There is no need to watch for Christ’s return since 

we do not know when it will be. 
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COMPLETE: 

1. List three (3) major responses that belief in the second 
coming motivates, 

a.---• 


2. What Christian characteristics should the second coming 
inspire? 


3. List three (3) testimonies to the fact of Christ's return. 


4. What will be the manner of His coming? 
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